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ADVERTISEMENT. 


J HES E SERMONS are nom preſented to 

the Public at the repeated requeſt of many 
of the late Rev. Mr. Cominegs's pariſhioners, 
and others, who admired kim as a good man, 
an excellent paſtor and pious divine. 


It is not however improper to obſerve, in 
juſtice to the Author, for any Inaccuracies which 
may appear, (notwithſtanding the produce of 
the work is intended for benevolent purpoſes, ) 
that he never defigned them for the preſs; the 
Editor therefore reſpectfully ſolicits the indul- 
| Fine of the candid Reader, 
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PHE holy prayer, which J eſus Chriſt has 
left for the edification of his church in 
every age, contains the ſubſtance of all thoſe. 
ſublime dodrines, which diſtinguiſh and 
adorn the goſpel. It might not unfitly be 
= an abridgment of chriſtianity. Its truths 
folid, as its devotion is elevated. It | 
es the trueſt wiſdom, while it inſpires N 
0 . with the moſt refined and exalted * 
piety. This celeſtial Teacher, who well knew 
the heart, and the powers of man; ſenfible 
Vol. I. A that 
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that the commandments he gave, at all times 
arduous, many times painful, could only be 
obſerved when man was ſtrengthened by 
divine aſſiſtance, commanded us to make 
daily application to heaven in prayer for the 
help we want. And in this grand direction 
of our devotion all his own holy ſpirit is 
ſeen. He proſtrates us in the preſence of 

r God with profoundeſt humility, with 
trembling confidence, and there, while we 
are making known our wants to the mighty 
Father of heaven and earth, he commands 
us to raiſe our voices, and to proclaim with 
him the Almighty's praiſe; to whom alone 
belongeth the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory of univerſal nature for ever and 


ever, 
The time allotted to diſcourſes like this, 
does not permit me to extend my obſerva- 
tions to the whole of this ſacred prayer. It 
is too abungant in matters of the higheſt 
moment, to be included within any ſuch 
narrow compaſs. | Reſtrained, therefore, 
within the limits preſcribed to me, after 
making one general obfervation relative to 
the whole prayer, 'Tſhall only offer tb your 


conſideration ſuch. obſervations as' ſhall 
ſeem 


SERMON L 3 
ſeem to me edifying, on that petition, which 
I have juſt read to you. 
My intention herein is this: This holy 
prayer forms, as it moſt juſtly ought, a part 
of the devotion, public and private, of every 
chriſtian, For befides its uſe in the temple- 
ſervice, it is offered up by each of you in 
your cloſets, when you bow yourſelves down 
in the Divine preſence. I therefore wiſh to 
contribute, (if haply I could contribute to 
ſo bleſſed a purpoſe,) towards fixing your 
attention in the moments of your devotion, 
fo that praying with ſuitable earneſtneſs for 
the good and great things you want, you 
may depart from prayer to the proper em- 
ployments of the day, dependent on the 
Divine goodneſs, and watchful to walk agree- 
ably to the ſpirit of your prayers. oY 
The general obſervation I would make is 
| this: Prayer is deſire: it is the defire of the 

creature riſing up to its creator: it is the 
lowly, ardent ſupplication of feeble chil- 
dren on earth, offered up to their eternal, 
almighty parent in heayen. Take care, there- 
fore, that the higheſt act, which man can 
perform, does not become a mere work of 
counſe,, Take care that this ſacred buſineſs 
Ae A2 of 
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of the heart, which claims all its powers, 


which demands all its affections, does not 
degenerate into an odious ſervice of the lips 
only. As there is great danger leaſt this 
ſhould happen, guard carefully againſt it. To 
this end, learn in private to offer up this ve- 
nerable prayer aright ; compoſe your minds 
into the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs before you pre- 
ſent the conſecrated offering: and, when 


you enter upon it, dwell for ſome time on 


every ſingle petition. Pray and meditate at 
the ſame time. Remember it is to be the 
direction of your life, as well as the deſire 
of your heart. It is the leſſon of eternal 
wiſdom. Proceed, therefore, carefully. Let 
every ſingle petition be well and duly weigh- 
ed. Pauſe in ſacred ſilence at the end of 
each, till you have caught the ſpirit which 
it is meant to convey to you. Thus, when 
you open this awful addreſs in theſe words, 
„Our Father which art in heaven,“ ſtop 
there; and contemplate the goodneſs of this 
univerſal Father, from whom men and an- 
gels derive all their preſent. powers, all their 
future hopes. Remember that this almighty 
power raiſed thee from the duſt, and built 


. thee up iato the wondrous thing thou art. 
His 
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His goodneſs delighted: to adorn thee with 
thy various animal and intellectual powers. 
He breathed his celeſtial ſpirit into thy noſ- 
trils, and thy lifeleſs clay roſe up a living 
ſoul; roſe up a creature that could/adore, 
and could love its God; roſe up an heir of 
a glorious immortality. Such mighty things 
hath your heavenly Father done for you. 
Ought ſo divine a relationſhip between God | 
and man to be mentioned without the -warm- 
eſt gratitude ; without the tendereſt affec- 
tion? But then this univerſal Father is in 
heaven. He is in heaven, and we on earth. 
From this our world, placed at ſo vaſt a diſ- 
tance from the brightneſs of his glory, raiſe. 
your cohtemplations up to the heaven of 
heavens, and behold him there ſurrounded 
with that eternal ſplendour, which o ver- 
whelms the faculties even of thoſe exalted 
ſpirits, which he has adorned with the high- 
eſt powers. Behold him that creates worlds 
by his almighty word; that fills the variqus 
regions of the univerſe with the infinite. 
productions of his unbounded power; that 
gives to each created thing the perfection 
of its nature; that gives to man his'reaſon, 
to angels their immortality : reflect in hum- 
A3 ble 
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| SERMON I: 
ble ſilence on this your mighty, adorable 
Father in heaven; and then view thyſelf; 
thy own weakneſs; thy own imperfections ; 
the dependence and uncertainty of thy own 
condition; and then, as is thy bounden 
duty, bow down thy ſoul and body before 
him, overwhelmed with humility, and loſt 
in veneration. While your ardent praiſes 
aſcend to him for what he does, let your duft 
and aſhes tremble before what he is. 
Thus carefully proceed, when you offer 
up this holy prayer to the Almighty. Dwell 
gravely on every petition and addreſs, till 
you feel your heart inflamed with the holi- 
neſs which it teaches. Then, if with this diſpo- 
ſition thou entereſt into thy cloſet, and thus 
prayeſt to thy Father in ſecret ; thy Father, 
which ſeeth in fecret, will reward thee 


; | apenly: men and angels ſhall hereafter ſee 


that he hath heard thy prayers; that he hath 
accepted all thy petitions. 

I now turn myſelf to the paſſage imme- 

diately before us, The firſt thing taught us 

in this petition. Give us this day our daily 

* bread,” is a pious, humble acknowledg- 

ment, that every good thing comes from 


our Father in heaven. It is to this ſove- 
; reign 
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reign Lord of nature, in power almighty, 
in goodneſs infinite, that you are to go for 
- ſupport, All things in heaven and earth 
depend on his divine appointment, His 
will determines the fate of all created beings. 
He ſpeaks, and each of us riſes up, from the 
duſt, the very thing he commands us to be. 
The condition of each individual is alſo ac- 
cording to his facred decree. The good we 
enjoy, or the ills we ſuffer in the various 
ſtages of our threeſcore years and ten ; all, 
all is ſo, becauſe he wills it. Nothing cre- 
ated may oppoſe, though but for a moment, 
the almighty word of him that created it. 
Eternal God! all nature is the work of thy 
hands;; and is created into a temple, ' in 
which thy glory is diſplayed! Here things 
viſible and inviſible are as thou command- 
eſt; are juſt what thou biddeſt! To this 
blefſed power muſt you apply for help. All 
that ſuſtains you, all that comforts you, 
from whatever fecret cauſe it may ſeem to 
come, proceeds from heaven. The over- 
flowing riches of the wealthy are alike the 
gift of God, with the narrow morſel which 
juſt ſupports the beggar at your gate. From 
the throne of the Almighty his uncertain 
ſubfiſt- 
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ſubſiſtence comes; and from ' thence too 
comes the profuſe variety of the rich man's 
table. Things animate and inanimate, rich 
and poor, men on earth, and angels in hea- 
ven, are all ſupported from the infinite 
overflowingabundance of the divine nature: 

yes; he openeth his hands, and filleth all 
things living with plenteouſneſs. The man- 
na, which the reverend hiſtory of antient 
times informs us fell round about the tents 
of the Iſraelites, was not a whit more the 


good gift of heaven, than is the corn, that 


in its annual regularity ſprings from the 
earth, and ſupports us in this our day. The 
ſtreams, which the ſame venerable records 
tell us flowed from the rock of flint, de- 
manded not more thankfulneſs, than do 
the perpetual fountains, which the Almighty 
hath directed daily to pour forth their 


ſtreams from the bowels of the earth, and 


to fill the channels conſecrated to their uſe, 
for the refreſhment of us his creatures. 


Whether miracles aſtoniſh us with the in- 
ſtantaneous diſplay of almighty power; or 


whether the ſeaſons regularly produce their 
ſtated abundance; ill the daily bread we 
eat is given us, He that appointeth ſummer 

and 
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and winter, ſeed-time and harveſt, and gives 
to each its different powers for its different 
offices, perhaps diſplays his power -more 
* brightly by this beautiful, harmonious ap- 
pointment, than he would if he rained down 
bread from heaven. Approach then this 
good and almighty Lord with lowly humili- 
ty; and pray to him for a bleſſing on all your 
purpoſes. Whatever means you uſe, for the - 
lawful encreaſe of your ſubſtance, conſe- 

crate them all by offering them up to the 
Almighty. And when thou art proſperous, 
praiſe thy good God, who made thee 10. 
When thou enjoyeſt abundance, thank him 
whoſe bounty hath bleſſed thee; and fur- 
thermore, poſſeſs thy wealth with fearful 
humility ; revolving the changes and chances 
of this mortal life; and feeling convinced 
that he, that hath now exalted thee, can, 
and will if ſo he pleaſes, in a moment de- 
preſs thee. When thou art thus enjoying 
the. abundance which heaven gives thee, 
turn thine eyes alſo to the poor and needy, - 
and compare thy fulneſs with their wants; 
thy indulgence with their neceſſities. Thus 
view thy poor brethren, till thou art ten- 
der, merciful, and bountiful. Thus con- 
ſecrate 
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ſecrate thy good things by charity, by hu- 
mility, by gratitude. And as thou prayeſt 
to heaven for thy daily bread, whenever 
thou haſt eaten and art fatisfied, lift up thine 


eyes to thy God, and adore, and bleſs, and 


praiſe him, whoſe celeſtial goodneſs thus 


ſupports, and thus comforts thee from day 


to day. 
This divine petition does furthers 


teach a comfortable dependence on the Al- 
mighty, as well as humility and gratitude to- 
wards him. It teaches thoſe in lower con- 
dition to truſ in Him, as well as the rich to 
praiſe Him. The rich and poor are alike 
the children of one common, univerſal, im- 
partial parent; and the Lord that made 
heaven and earth is the maker, yea, and the 
protector of them all. The goſpel bids you 
open your eyes and learn an holy confidence 
in your God: it reminds you, that it is he 


that gives to the fowls of the air their food, 


to the flowers of the field their beauty ; 
and hereby declares aloud its far greater care 
for man, its far greater work. When the 
evangelic difpenfation, earneſt to promote 
the full dependence of the creature upon 


its creator, is to deſcribe the care of hea- 
„ 
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ven towards man, the lord of this world, it 
labours, as it were, to convey the idea; and 
the ſtrongeſt proverbial phraſe is uſed to 
expreſs the divine protection; for it tells 
us, that the very hairs of our head are all 
numbered. Thus is comfort and conſola- 
tion held forth to thoſe of low degree. He 
that teaches them to pray is prepared to 
hear their prayers. Bow down then before 
thy God and Father with humility; addreſs 
Him with that energy of holy hope to which 
the work of His hands is entitled. In what- 
ever condition He places you, conform 
thereto, and cultivate the virtues which be- 
long to it. For to every ſtation great and 
ſplendid virtues do belong. Your ſituation, 
de it what it may, is the road to God, and 
he himſelf has placed you in it. Ever 
remember that Jeſus Chriſt was in outward 
condition as deſtitute as you can poflibly 
be; for ſtrange and fad as it ſhould ſeem to 
tell, he had not where to lay his head. And 
yet along this dreary naked road of life. he 
walked, and found himſelf, at the end of it, 
ſeated at the right hand of God. 
Again; for the leſſons of Jefus Chriſt aver- 
Nom with inſtruction ; in this divine petition 
you 
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you are taught the moderation of your defires. 
When you are permitted to aſk for bread; 
you are only permitted to aſk for things ne- 
ceffary for your lawful wants; not what will 
ſatisfy your unreſtrained and- irregular ap- 
petites. For theſe the Almighty makes no 
proviſion, They are the ſuggeſtions of a 
foul and fooliſh heart ; corrupted by luxu- 
ry, covetouſneſs, or ambition; the bane of 
peace, of wiſdom, and of righteouſneſs. 
All the peace, that is to be. obtained on 
earth, is derived from paſſions and deſires 
well governed. If they are ſuffered to run 
wild, be the outward condition of ever fo 
fair appearance, all is diſorder, confuſion, 
and wretchedneſs. That infinite wiſdom, 
which formed the heart of man; which 
gave it all its deſires; which endowed it 
unith all its powers; that ſame wiſdom has 
directed it to ſeek for peace, not by encou- 
raging paſſions, but by oppoſing them; not 
by encreaſing our defi res, but by mag 
them 
Of ſuch importance is this dorine'to w 
happineſs of man, that this ſacred petition 
carries it ſtill further. For even this tem- 
ua proviſion, this moderate ſupport yam 


are 
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are but allowed to aſk from day to day. Your 
views are. confined, as it were, within the 
preſent moment. Give us this day our 
daily bread,” is all the luxury, is all the 
ambition, nay, is all the prudence allowed by 
Jeſus Chriſt to the faithful ſervants of God. 
Thoſe mighty reſtleſs ſchemes, which, pene- 
trate into years yet far off; which com- 
prehend generations not yet born ; all theſe 
are the extravagant wanderings of a thought- 
leſs animal, graſping at an endleſs exiſtence 
here, while he ſtands on the very borders of 
that land, where all things are forgotten. 
All the precepts of Jeſus Chriſt have their 
deep foundation in the nature of things. 
They are not arbitrary commandments; they 
are wiſe directions leading us to peace, as 
well as to righteouſneſs. And if in one of 
theſe holy rules there can be more wiſdom 
than in another, it is in this now before us; 
where our defires are directed by the uncer- 
tainty of our condition. For where is the 
wiſdom in providing for years we ſhall pro- 
bably never reach; or in guarding againſt 
wants which we ſhall, likely, never have? 
Surely man walketh in a vain ſhadow, and 


diſquieteth himſelf much in vain, while he 
labo- 
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laboriouſly heapeth up riches which be muſt 
ſpeedily leave; and neglects the culture of 
that ſacred; ſublime wiſdom, which leads 
the feeble ſons of men to glory, honour, 
and immortality. n 
Learn wiſdom then from your Saviours 
inſtructions. Let your deſires be regulated 
by your devotions. In all things catch and 
retain the ſpirit of this prayer, for it is the 
very ſpirit of God. As you pray to the God 


of heaven, good and merciful from eternity 


to eternity, depend on his righteous care 
for proviſion. Uſe an honeſt holy prudence 
in the ſtation where God has placed you; 
and, without fears and anxieties about what 


may hereafter happen, depend on his fa- 
therly goodneſs for yourſelves, and for thoſe 
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moſt tenderly connected with you. As you 
are taught to aſk from day to day for your 


daily bread, let this teach you to ſuppreſs the 
rage of ambition; to check the inordinate 


demands of covetouſneſs; ; to ſtifle the groſs 
fuggeſtions of luxury; and to ſet bounds. to 


a kind of falſe prudence, which, under the 
guiſe of wiſdom, fooliſhly extends itſelf from 


age to age. Refer yourſelves, and all that 
is dear to you, to that eternal, almighty, 
ador- 
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adorable power, which . ſurrounds; and, 
while itfurrounds, bleſſes the whole creation. 
Lift up your eyes with holy confidence, and 
ſee the ſtreams of mercy and of glory flow- 
ing from the throne of God, to the utmoſt 
bounds of his great creation; and learn from 
the awful proſpet to pray for your daily 
ſupport with unſhaken confidence, and with 
hope that may not be diſmayed. See with 
what ſacred harmony day fucceeds to night ; 
and with what celeſtial regularity the ſea- 
ſons riſe up in their order. It is thy God 
who conducts the grand ſucceſſion; that he 
may comfort and bleſs mankind from gene- 
ration to generation. As creatures, deſtined 
to a blefſed immortality, let your hopes and 
viers be equal to the grandeur of your 
condition. For your threeſcore years and 
ten have no impious anxiety, Having food 
and raiment be therewith content; for ſo 
have your illuſtrious betters been before 
you. You ar@ on the road to God; you 
are haſtening to the regions of eternal glory. 
Animated by theſe bright proſpects, the 
ſervants of God can view the ſhortneſs of 
| life without terror, its changes and chances 
without anxiety, Though we riſe up in the 


place 
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place allotted us, and flouriſh for a ſhort, a 


very ſhort ſeaſon. truly, and again diſap- 
pear for ever, when called away by the 
Almighty's voice ; yet, in this rapid ſucceſ- 
fion of the generations of men, Thou, O 
glorious God of Nature, art the ſame eter- 
nal fountain of perfection, the ſame never- 


failing ſource of happineſs to thy creatures, 


and thy years may not fail. In the bound- 
leſs abyſs of eternity, to which our feeble 
underſtandings cannot riſe; before the 
mountains were brought forth, or ever the 


earth and the world were formed, thou art 


God all-ſufficient, all- glorious, and all- bleſ- 
ſed from everlaſting to — and world 
without end. 

To Thee, therefore, MANY and eternal 


Father and God of Men, be aſcribed, as is 


moſt juſtly due, all might, majeſty, dominion 


andpower, adoration and praiſe, henceforth, 


and for evermore, Amen, 


Y 
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' Quench noi the ſpirit,” 


T2 5 ice of Jeſus Chriſt revick to u 
the reconciliation of heaven and earth. 
That all- perfect Being, from whom floweth 
every good and perfect gift, ſeemed in ſome 
degree, almoſt ever ſince the foundation of 
the world, to have ſnut himſelf up from hu- 
man view. Darkneſs had covered the earth, 
and groſs darkneſs the people. Men wan- 
dered through life, without knowing to what 
it tended: whether it was a good, or whe- 
ther it was an evil, was a doubt with the 
very creatures that enjoyed it. They wiſhed 
for knowledge, but found it not; they la- 
boured for certainty, and died in doubt. 
Bewildered in their various enquiries, they 
tell into childiſh imaginations, and ridicu- 
lous deluſions. The ſeed of Abraham alone 
enjoyed the knowledge of the Lord, while 
the feſt of the world believed every abſur- 
dity, and practiſed every abomination. But 
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the ſun of righteouſneſs aroſe to diſpel theſe 
dreadful clouds, and graciouſly revealed to 
the ſons of men the way of knowledge, and 
the paths of peace. Hardly had the Saviour 
of the world feated himſelf again in his eter- 
nal glory, and received the homage of the 
heavenly hoſt, when he ſent down from on 
high his bleſſed ſpirit, to prove himſelf the 
mighty God, and to fill his waiting diſciples 
with heavenly power. This divine meſſen- 
ger deſcended in an awful and ſolemn man- 
ner, and in a moment opened the eyes of 
the blind, and looſened the tongue of the 
dumb, to ſee the mercies, and to declare 
the glory of him that had been dead and 
was alive again, of him, who though the ſon 
of David, was yet the Author of every good, 
and every perfect gift. Then was diſplayed 
the mighty power of heaven; the weakneſs 
of man was in a moment loſt and ſwallowed 
up in the ſtrength of God. Thoſe helpleſs 
diſciples, ſtrangers to wiſdom and know- 
ledge, in an inſtant ſpake to the confuſion 
of the learned prieſts, and ſubtle philoſo- 
phers. That almighty Being, who gives to, 
each. man underſtanding as to him ſeems 


good. inſtantly poured his light and truth 
into 
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into their hearts, and out of the mouths of 
babes and ſucklings perfected praiſe, to the 
honour of the bleſſed Jeſus, who executeth 
his pleaſure in heaven above, and in the 
earth beneath. But this was only the begin- 
ning of the goſpel work; glorious and aſto- 
niſhing as it may ſeem, to hear the ignorant 
ſpeak in various tongues, to ſee them give 
fight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, and 


life to the dead, this was only the firſt ſtep 


in the work of God; this was only the in- 
troduction to a more glorious buſineſs, to a 
purpoſe infinitely more divine. The holy 
ſpirit , deſcended on earth, to purify your 
hearts, to exalt your affections, and to change 
your lives. It was not to make you gaze, 
and aſtoniſh you with wonder, that he ſhook 
the houſe where the diſciples were fitting ; 
but it was that you might hear and reve- 
rence the glorious word which they preach- 
ed, that you might open your hearts to re- 
ceive that bleſſed ſpirit by whom they ſpake. 
He, deſcended to deliver you all from the 
dominion of ſin; to drive away every cor- 
rupt inclination, and to fill you with every 
angelic virtue, to adorn you with every 
heavenly grace, He came to renew the 
* Sz earth 
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earth in which we live, to fill its inhabitants 
with righteouſneſs and purity. He came to 
| reſtore to you the image of the Godhead in 
which you were created, and to exalt you to 
an union with the divine nature. Tremble 
then leaſt theſe purpoſes ſhould not be ac- 
compliſhed ; be afraid leaſt you ſhould op- 
poſe the deſign of your Redeemer ; look 
into yourſelves that you quench not this 
ſpirit. For quench it you moſt certainly 
will, if you let your own natural appe- 
tites prevail; if you yield to the violence 
of your own nature; and fubmit not 
yourſelves to the guidance of the ſpirit of 
God. Reflect on the miſery to which you 
expoſe yourſelves, if when the Almighty 
word ſpeaketh, you hearken not; if when 
the eternal ſpirit mercifully pointeth out 
the way of light and life, you ruſh into the 
path of darkneſs and death. In order to 
avoid this dreadful oppoſition to the God 
of heaven and earth, let us confider to what 
his holy ſpirit calleth us, and then we ſhall 
at the ſame time ſee what it is that will 
quench it; for this we do, whenever we act 


"PEP" Je againſt His directions; whenever He calleth 


us to one thing, and we follow another. — 
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the end for which the 3 of God viſits 


the hearts of men is, that you may live to 


the glory of God, and the good of each 


other. Whether you be high or low, whe- 7, 
ther you be rich or poor, the ſpirit of God #, 
calleth upon you all, in your various ſtations, 7 e. 
to perform thoſe acts, and to fulfill thoſe 
obligations which He requireth at your 2 


hands. The rich are by Him moved to de- 
vote their riches to that purpoſe, for which 
the Son of God devoted his precious blood ; 
they are called upon to offer up their ho- 
nours, to promote that bleſſed end, for 
which the Son of God offered up his life, 
Their authority, their influence is all given 
them to promote glory to God in the high- 
eſt, and peace upon earth among men. They 
are -abundantly to diſperſe bread to the 


hungry, cloaths to the naked, and affiſtance 


of every kind to them that want it. They 
are called upon by the merciful ſpirit of 
God, to be a father to the fatherleſs, and to 
plead the widow's cauſe. They are to pro- 
tet wherever their protection is wanted; 

to turn away the uplifted arm of injuſtice, 
and to prom the ſtroke of violence. The 


B3 poor 
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Poor and needy are their children, entruſted 
to their care by their heavenly Father, by 
that God who redeemed them with his own 
moſt precious blood, which will- not ſuffer 
their tears to be loſt, or their fighs and 
groans to be forgotten. Thoſe who are ex- 
alted among the children of men, are exalted 
for this end. Their riches are given them 
to relieve the wants, their power to redreſs 
the grievances of thoſe who ſuffer, The 
high example of their Lord and Saviour is 
placed before them ; that they may, like 
him, as far as their power permitteth, do 
good to all that want, aſſiſt all that aſk, 
whether they deſerve it, or whether they 
deſerve it not. They are called upon to 
baniſh miſery, as far as they may, from the 
creatures of God; to remove care from the 
diſtreſſed, and to wipe away tears from the 
eyes of the afflicted. In a word, they are 
to love; and this love muſt ſhew itſelf in 
every thought they conceive, in every word 
they ſpeak, in every act they perform. 
And as they are thus required by the ſpirit 
of God, to uſe the riches he has given them, 
for the purpoſe for which he gave them, ſo 
are they required by the ſame univerſal, 
7 | | uner- 
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unerring guide, to live humbly under them. 
Wealth and magnificence are not given to 
puff up the filly heart of man, to fill him 
with pride and haughtineſs, or to inſpire 
him with contempt and diſdain. They 


are not given to diſtinguiſh him from among 


his fellow- creatures as the favourite of 
heaven, and the delight of the Moſt High; 

but as talents for which he muſt be nicely 
accountable, as advantages with which he 
muſt bleſs, and chear the hearts of thou- 
ſands. The ſpirit of God, therefore, calleth 
on the rich man to look on all as his bre- 
thren, as alike doomed here on earth to a | 
life of pain and wretchedneſs; as alike deſtin- 
ed, when the myſterious revolutions of ages 
ſhall be accompliſhed, to peace and glory 
everlaſting. The chriſtian, therefore, how- 
ever high his ſtation, however abundant 


his riches, dareth not to look on any as 
beneath him. He ſeeth all men carry that 


ſame nature to which the mighty God united 


himſelf, which Jeſus Chriſt bath exalted far 
above the ſtars of heaven. In the poor he 


is called upon to behold his Saviour's 
poverty, in the ſervant his Saviour's humi- 


x. Remember, ſaith the ſpirit of God, 
8 thy 
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was ke. The ſpirit of God thus calleth 
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thy Saviour's low degree, who took upon him 


the form of a ſervant, and had not where 
to lay his head, and then exalt thyſelf over 
theſe his brethren, then trample on thoſe, 


to whom the Son of God, when on earth, 


the rich to humility; thus exhorteth them 
to love and cheriſh the loweſt and meaneſt 
of mankind. Diſtinctions were only given 
to make men more uſeful, and ought truly 


to make them more humble. And however 


one man may differ from another for a day, 


during the ſhort ſeaſon of human life, yet 


the holy ſpirit ſheweth that all have the ſame 
contemptible beginning, that all will havethe 
ſame wretched end; for all have ſprung from 
the clay ia cher ſtreets, and to that muſt all 


return. Theſe are ſome of the manyleſſons 


which the eternal ſpirit readeth in the heart 


of man; and happy will it be for thoſe of 
you whom it concerns, if you are not found 
to negled the inſtructions of the Almighty, 
and to oppoſe the operations of his ſpirit. 

There are many of you, to whom what hath 
been ſaid in ſome degree belongeth ; though 
your - riches may not ſatisfy your own un- 


bounded, 3 wants, they are yet 
ſuffici- 
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ſufficient to relieve the diſtreſſes of many, 
to comfort the hearts of numbers; and be 
aſſured, that an exact account thereof will 
be demanded by him who gave them for the 
benefit of his creatures, by him, who alike 
careth for the rich and for the poor. It 
is your buſineſs, therefore, and would in- 
deed be your wiſdom, to examine yourſelves 
carefully on this head; not by what you 
ſee others do, but by what the goſpel 
requireth of you. The pride and cruelty 
of others will be no kind of excuſe for your 
want of tenderneſs and humility. The 


goſpel requireth you, when you have the 
means of bleſſing in your hand, to bleſs and 


take care that your conduct, as well as your 
profeſſion, be chriſtian, And where it has 
not been ſo, as I am afraid will often be 
found to have been the caſe, then repent 
of what is paſt, and above all things, go and 
fin no more. Confider now, ſeriouſly, if 
you have not neglected the divine com- 
mand, if you have not guenched the ſpirit of 
God. Have your riches, whether they be 
more or leſs, been employed to the benefit 
of your neighbour? Have they been diſ- 


perſed with free and open hand, wherever 
want 
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want and miſery have appeared? Has your 
power been the ſupport of the weak, and 
the comfort of the friendleſs? Or have 


you vainly and arrogantly laid out on your- 
ſelf what was deſigned to adminiſter to the 


aſſiſtance of your fellow- creatures? If this 


is the account that muſt be given of your 


wealth, as I am much afraid it is, you have 
then audaciouſly fought againſt the Majeſty 


of Heaven; you have oppoſed his counſels, 
and quenched his ſpirit. When he calleth to 
charity and humility, you have been extrava- 


gant on yourſelves, ſparing to others, proud 
and haughty. All that God has entruſted 


you with, you have called your own ; and 


have accordingly conſumed it on you own 
luſts, or heaped it up in your own ' coffers, 
Puffed up with the vain conceit of theſe un- 
profitable poſſeſſions, your hearts have 


grown fat with luxury, and have ſwelled 


with pride. The holy ſpirit hath again and 


again called you to be charitable and hum- 


ble, but you would none of his counſel, 


and have deſpiſed all his reproof. Elſe 


how comes it, that mankind are diſtinguiſhed 
among us, who profeſs to embrace the goſ- 


pel, juſt as they are where it is not known ? 
Though 
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Though baptized into one holy faith, though 
hoping to be members of the ſame myſtic 
body, yet how does one man among us 
negle the wants and ſufferings of another? 
How do the rich deſpiſe the poor? Look 
into your own hearts, and ſee how they 
ſwell with diſdain, when offended by one 
you are pleaſed to call your inferior: one 
would immediately conclude, from your 
abſurd conduct on ſuch occafions, that the 
earth was formed for you alone, and that 
the Almighty remembered none but you. 
Hence it comes, that thoſe who dare to call 
themſelves by the name of Chriſt, make 
riches and power the curſe of the earth. 
Here we ſee tyrannic authority trampling 
on the weak and needy; there we ſee the 
Poor and helpleſs falling down and periſhing 
under the ſavage cruelty of their maſters, 
Hardly can greater want of charity and hu- 
mility be ſeen in Pagan countries, than 
among us who call ourſelves the enlightened 
of God. But think you that is chriſtianity? 
Have you perſuaded yourſelves that the 
Holy ſpirit of God calleth you to pride and 
cruelty? Is it from Him, think you, that 
you are ſevere to thoſe within your power, 
that 
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that you deſpiſe thoſe beneath you? Theſe 
things, my brethren, ought not ſo to be; 
can the almighty fountain of love in you 
ſend forth the bitter ſtreams of cruelty and 


| ſeverity? Can he, who doth good to all, 


whoſe mercy is over all his works, can he 
delight in the pride and uncharitableneſs 
of your hearts? Be aſſured, that whatever 
you may perſuade yourſelves, theſe things 
are an abomination to the God that is 


above. To act thus, is to renounce Chriſt 


Jeſus, or what is much worſe, is to offend 
thoſe who judge of the goſpel from your 
conduct. Make haſte, then, to depart 
from this ſore and abominable evil, for 
indeed it prevaileth much amongſt you. 
Be you ever ſo little advanced above your 


neighbour in the fooliſh advantage of riches, 


what weak contempt, what over-bearing 
inſolence appears in all your actions? Your 
hearts are not influenced by the ſpirit of 
love; you are ſelf-conceited, proud, and 
vain; your actions proceed from the pride 
of your own nature, which, though black 
as the angel of darkneſs, yet eonceiteth it- 
ſelf pure as light. You drive away the 
ſpirit of God by this diabolical diſpoſition, 

for 
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for in a proud and cruel heart he cannot 
dwell. RefleR, then, on your own conduc, 
and reflect on the danger you are in. Some- 
thing, you may be fure, muſt be wrong in 
your hearts, or all would not be To wrong 
in your actions. Preſent yourſelves, with 
the utmoſt humility, before the fpirit of 
truth, and beg of him to take poſſeſſion of 
your hearts, and to mould and faſhion 
them, till he hath removed all the bitterneſs 
of nature, and hath filled them with the 
ſweetneſs of the goſpel. Otherwiſe you 
will oppoſe the wiſdom of heaven, and moft 
certainly quench the ſpirit of Gd. 
And as this holy ſpirit thus calleth on the 
rich to follow his bleſſed directions; fo is 
he alfo the ſame faithful guide, the ſame 
merciful inftruftor to the poor. He hath 
prepared his happineſs alike for both, for 
with him is no reſpect of perſons. Theſe 
then he ſtirreth up to be induſtrious and 
patient, to be contented with the ſtation 
He has in His wiſdom allotted them, and 
to caft all their care on Him, by whofe di- 
vine bounty angels in heaven, and men on 
earth are fupported ; who openeth His hand 


and filleth all things living with plenteouf- 
; neſs. 
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neſs. If they are poor, the bleſſed ſpirit 
teacheth them, it is the Lord who made 
them ſo. He giveth and He with-holdeth 
riches; in both caſes He is alike good, alike 
wiſe, alike glorious. Riches are denied 
them, becauſe riches would not profit them ; 
for otherwiſe, He that putteth down one 
and ſetteth up another as he pleaſeth, could 
in a moment knock off the fetters of the 
ſlave, and place him in the throne of him 
that tyranniſeth over him. If power is uſed 


to oppreſs him whom it was given to defend ; 


if you ſuffer wrongfully, when in the faith- 
ful diſcharge of your duty, even here will 
the holy ſpirit inculcate patience, and ex- 
hort you to commit your righteous caule, 
in much ſubmiſſion, to Him that judgeth 
righteouſly. He teacheth you, in the midſt 


of the unkindneſs of thoſe above you, in 
- the midſt of the pride of thoſe ſet over you, 


in meekneſs to poſſeſs your ſouls, for the 
almighty God is your ſafe protection. Your. 
day in this world will ſoon be over, and in 

that which is to come, will be no power but 
the all-bleſſing power of love; where thoſe 
that have travelled through much affliction, | 


through want and deſolation, will be ad- 
mitted 


SERMON IL 31 


mitted to the inexhauſtible riches of the 
eternal kingdom, to the glories of the ever- 
laſting paradiſe. To you then that are poor 
doth the ſpirit of God again and again 
preach patience: He commandeth you to 
be content with your ſtation, becauſe that 
ſtation is the beſt you could be in: He ex- 
horteth you to adore the wiſdom, and to 
admire the love of your Father which is in 
heaven, crying out with holy Job, the 
Lord giveth, and the Lord with-holdeth, 
e bleſſed be the name of the Lord.” In a 
word, He who is truth itſelt ſheweth you, 
that yet a little while and your tears ſhall 
be wiped away; that from the gates of the 
cruel, unmerciful rich, where you lay ne- 
glected and unregarded, angels ſhall ſpeedily 
convey you into Abraham's boſom. See 
then that you quench not the ſpirit ; when 
He teaches you to be content in your lowly 
ſtation, learn contentment with the ways 
of heaven; and, though in priſon or the 
loweſt poverty, aſcribe honour and praiſe to 
the diſpoſer of all things; when He teaches 
you ſubjection to thoſe above you ; whether 
they be good or bad, . pay to them all their 


due, fear to whom fear, honour to whom 
honour 
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honour belongeth : when he exhorteth you 
to patience, then quietly bear all things ; let 
patience have its perfect work, and follow 
the divine example of Him, who when He 
was reviled, reviled not again; who when 
He ſuffered, threatened not; fo ſhall you, 
like your heavenly Saviour, through much 
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God; 
that as you have ſuffered with Him here on 
earth, you may alſo hereafter. reign with 
Him in heaven. 

And as the holy \pirit thus in the gene- 
ral divifion of mankind calleth you to every 
thing good and holy, ſo doth He alſo in 
every particular ſtation in which you can 
be placed. Of the parent he requireth 
love, tenderneſs and care ; that thoſe whom 
2 has been the means of bringing into life, 
He may alſo be the means of bringing to 
| happineſs in heaven and earth. Of the child 
He requireth affection, reverence and obe- 
dience; that thus the inexperience and gid- | 
dineſs of youth may be preſerved, from 
harm, by the watchful wiſdom of more ad- 
vanced years. Of the maſter He requireth 
meekneſs, patience, and gentleneſs; that 


thus a life of pain and labour may be 
ſoftened 
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ſoftened and relieved, and the humble ſtate 
of thoſe beneath him made as happy as may 
be, by the compaſſionate regard of Him 
whom they ſerve. Of the ſervant He re- 
quireth fidelity, care, ald humility; that 
thus their ſervice may be approved by their 


Mafter in heaven, who giveth to every man 


according to his deeds. Of all of you He 
requireth forbearance and ſubjection one to 
another; that thus pride, and an over-ween- 
ing opinion of yourſelves, thoſe hateful 
plagues of ſociety, may be removed, and 
peace, harmony, and love, be preſerved 
among men. Theſe are ſome of the many 
things to which the ſpirit of God calleth 
you: His buſineſs is to carry you on from 
ſtrength to ſtrength, till He hath raiſed you 
to the angelic height of goſpel perfection. 
Obey therefore all His motions, for they are 
the motions of almighty love. He meaneth 
to lead you from earth to heaven, from 
grace to glory. But, alas! who among you 
hearkeneth to His words, or followeth His 
divine direction? Each man liveth as his 
own crooked nature ſuggeſteth, and thus do 
you do deſpite to the ſpirit of grace. In- 
ſtead of humbling your paſſions, and puri- 
Vol. I. C fying 
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fying your hearts, you ſhew your filly zeal 
in wrangling about notions, and contending 
about opinions. One cryeth, he is of Paul, 
another he is of Apollas; one among you 
is of this denomination of chriſtians, another 
of that; and think you that this will avail ? 
See how ſhamefully you have all departed 
from the ſpirit of the goſpel, fee how you 
have turned the world upfide down by your 
enormous vices; and then aſk yourſelves, 
whether the Son of God came down on 


earth, to plant among you ſuch a religion 
as this? He came to renew and change the 


face of the earth; He ſendeth His holy ſpi- 


rit now and ever among you, to purify unto 


Himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 


works. He hateth your fiery diſputations; 


and your mad controverſies, proceeding 
from proud and corrupted hearts, He can- 
not away with. He requireth you to love 


charity, to purſue humility, to be tender 
and compaſſionate to all, with the tender- 
neſs and compaſſion of angels, be they high 


or low, be they rich or poor, be they good 
or bad. Inſtead of this He will accept no 
ſacrifice, inſtead of this He will receive no 


8 but the ſoul that will not hearken 


ſhall 
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ſhall ſurely die. Make haſte then to fly 
from your own paſſions; offer yourſelves up 
to the Saviour of the world, that He may 
cleanſe you from your fins ; offer yourſelves 
up from day to day to the eternal purifying 
ſpirit of God, that He may by His almighty 
power drive away your foul affections, that 
He may exalt your mean defires, and puri- 


fy your ſordid appetites; that from natural, 


which you are now, He may make you, what 
you are not, ſpiritual; that from children 
of this world, which you are now, He may 


make you, what you are not, the humble, 
faithful followers of Jeſus Chriſt, 
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When the Lord Jo her, he had compaſſion | 
87 et on her. 


NE ſpecial 3 afforded by the 

evangelic diſpenſation, ariſes from the 
perfect character of Jeſus Chriſt. When we 
hear him as a teacher, his precepts aſcend 
to that high ſublimity, that feeble man, 
oppreſſed with many infirmities, and ſubject 
to many weakneſſes, ſtands aſtoniſhed at the 
perfection to which he is commanded to 
aſpire, But to give life to theſe great pre- 
cepts, we ſee the teacher practiſing what he 
_ commanded, He not only pointed out the 
road that leads to God, but he walked 
before us in it; and conduds us, as it were, 
by the hand in the path of righteouſneſs, 
till he brings us to the very footſtool of the 
throne of the Almighty. 

Among other great defigns, it is with a 

view of affording us this high inſtruction in 
C 3 an 


truth which 1 would wiſh to impreſs: upon 
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an extenfive manner, that the faithful wit- 
neſſes of Jeſus have given us an ample hiſ- 
tory of his life. They have recorded its 
holy progreſs for our information; and 
have related'a'variety of the greateſt actions: 
that we, - admiring their celeſtial beauty, 
might go and do ' likewiſe. The life of 


. Chriſt, viewed by you in this light, will be 


an eternal teacher. Every circumſtance 
thereof will overflow with edification. From 


his lowly nativity, preaching, with argu- 


ments unanſwerable, the profoundeft hu- 
mility to the chriſtian world; from thence 
to his painful, fearful ſufferings on the 
erofs, teaching the moſt reverential, ſilent 
ſubmiſſion to the awful difpenſations of 
our Almighty God; all i is full of the richeſt 
inſtruction. 

That I may prove, by an example, 'the 


you, I mean to make a few eaſy abſerva- 
tions on the good work which is recorded in 
that paſſage, from whence I took: the words 


which I have juſt read to you. The narra- 


tion, carefully attended to, will ſhew you 

the advantages which chriſtians may derive 

from the example of Chriſt, Splendid as 
| 


was 
5 


SERMON III. 39 


was the action, and mighty as was ; the power 
which was exerted in it, you may ſtill tread 
in his ſteps; you may diſplay the ſpirit, 
though you have not the power of Jeſus. 
The miracle is, I doubt not, well known 
to you all; for what diſciple of the bleſſed 
Jeſus can be inattentive to ſo much mercy? 
I ſhall, therefore, for this, as well as for 
ſome other reaſons, only take a ſhort view 
of it, in order to give a perſpicuity to the 
obſervations I mean to make; and to the 
inſtructive leſſons which it affords. The 
ſubſtance of the narration is this: As Jeſus 
Chriſt was going to the city of Nain, they 
were carrying out of the city a dead man, 
the only ſon of his mother, and ſhe was a 
widow. Good God! to what calamities 
does human nature ſtand expoſed, when 
we can in a moment be thus ſtripped of all 
that is near and dear to us! When the 


thing we bet, perhaps we only love, can thus 


in a moment be for ever taken away from us 
bythe ſacred, irrefiſtible power that gave it ! 
Who can expreſs, in words ſtrong enough, 
the dependence of man upon his God! 
Great God! we only enjoy what Thou 


pleaſeſt, and juſt as long as Thou pleaſeſt; 
and 
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and whether thou giveſt, or whether thou 
takeſt away, blefſed be thy holy name. 
This poor afflicted perſon, overwhehned 
with the weight of her forrows, does not 
even look out for help. He was ſtand- 
ing by her, who went about doing good; 
of whom fame proclaimed, juſtly and loudly 
proclaimed, that he healed the fick, and 
# raiſed the dead. But ſhe, ſwallowed up in 
| grief, and benumbed with her ſorrows, 
_ dwells only on the tender object of her 
affection, whom ſhe is going to conſign to 
the darkneſs of the grave. But when 
the Lord ſaw her, he had compaſſion on 
cher.“ Bleſſed Jeſus! how divinely does 
FM thy mercy ſhine on this great occaſion! O 
God of heaven! breathe the ſame celeſtial 
ſpirit into all that call themſelves chriſtians! 
Leet them view their maſter ſtanding by the 
| dead youth, to do the deed of charity, till 
charity work in them her perfect work! _ 
See how this illuſtrious teacher of mercy 
proceeds : the afflicted mother acknowledges 
no power in him to help her; ſhe does not 
ſay, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſt reſtore 
thy diſtracted ſervant to peace; for ſpeak 
Po word only, and my ſon, my only ſon 


ſhall 
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ſhall live. No; ſhe ſhews no faith; ſhe makes 
no acknowledgment of his power or of his 
merey; ſhe is ſilent. But ſhe is miſerable; 
and ſuch were tender objects to Chriſt; and 
ſuch are tender objects to every illuminated 
ſervant of God. Jeſus therefore, regardleſs 
of faith, not caring whether ſhe believed, 
or whether ſhe did not believe; and neg- 
lecting his wonted mode of acting, ſays unto 
her, weep not. And haſtening to the bier, 
he ſays, young man, I ſay unto thee, ariſe. 
And he that was dead ſat up, and began to 
- ſpeak; and Jeſus delivered him to his 
mother. | 
Such a narration admits of no comment. v 
Its feet beauties would fade, and its mighty = 
force be weakened by any explanation. 
Your own hearts, in the ſtillneſs of retirement, 
will beſt feel its force; will be moſt power- 
fully ftirred up to admire and imitate it, 
] turn myſelf, therefore, to its uſe. 
What manner of perſons ought you now, 
| Wha bear the name of Chriſt, do you think, 
to be? Why is this ſacred benevolence 
thus minutely deſcribed? Why did the 
good evangeliſt, whoſe breaſt, while he re- 
lates the tranſaction, glows with the ſacred 
warmth 
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warmth of his maſter's charity? Why did 
he preſerve and lay open, for the contem- 
plation of remoteſt ages, the tenderneſs of 
his good and gracious maſter? The holy 
Jeſus acted, and the faithful ſervant gladly 
recorded the tranſaction, that the ſame 
ſpirit, which was in Chriſt Jeſus, might be 
alſo in you. | 

In this light give me leave to make a few 


obſervations on this account ; ſuch as natur- 


ally reſult from it; and ſuch as it will be 
your wiſdom to enlarge upon in your own 
minds; when in the holy filence of the 
cloſet you aſk yourſelves, what the univerſal 
Father, and ſovereign Lord of nature requires 
at your hands, when he has placed you in 
ſuch a world as this of ours? For look 
around, on the right hand and on the left, 


ſufferings and miſery appear in ten thouſand 


various forms. All ages are doomed there- 
to; all regions groan thereunder. The 
untaught peaſant, as well as the moſt illu- 
minated philoſopher knows, becauſe both 
ſee, and both feel, that man is born to miſery 
as the ſparks fly upwards. For a conviction 
of this truth, no laboured proofs, or tedious 


reaſonings are neceſſary, Nothing elle is 
wanting, 
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wanting, but not to ſhut our eyes, or ſtop 
aur ears. All around us proclaims, that few 
and evil are the days of the years of the life 
of man. 

See, in every neighbourhood, how many 
afflicted perſons are finking under their 
load of miſery, Poverty, ſickneſs, misfor- 
tunes, and ſorrows of a thouſand various 
forms, preſent themſelves to our view. At 
one time, the induftrious, the worthy, and 
the amiable, in an inſtant, plunge from the 
height of proſperity into the loweſt depth 
of adverſity. A ſad train of accidents, un- 
foreſeen by human wiſdom, not to be pro- 

vided againſt by human power, does often- 
times render the liberal and the generous 
the humbleſt, and the nobleſt ſubjects, on 
which the charity of man can be exerciſed. 
Their elevated dignity of ſentiment remains, 
though the outward condition i is changed 
from end to end. | 

Again ; tranſport yourſelves into the cot- 
tages of the fick and aged poor. Behold 
their ſufferings; behold their wants. ' See 
what they have to bear; and ſee how little 
they have to lighten what they bear. View 
their naked cottages, and ſee whether ſuf- 

ferers, 
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this the beſt road for man, Thou, O God, 
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ferers, ſo ſadly circumſtanced, have not a 


right divine to the kindeſt, to the profuſeſt 


aid of their fellow creatures. 
There is nobody that knows ſo little of 


human life, as to think that I can exagge- 
rate its calamities. Alas! the time would 
fail me, ſhould I but attempt to enumerate 


them. And I, beſides, have no powers to 


paint its various diſtreſſes in colours ſtrong 


or glowing enough. If I had, I would exert 
them all to plead the cauſe of my helpleſs 
follow creatures ; and to ſend you from here 


inflamed with the holy ardency of mercy, 
to help, to comfort and to bleſs them, where- 


ever you found them. 


For this purpoſe only do I dare to touch 
on the awful darkneſs of the divine diſpen- 
ſations. It is, if haply I could do it, to ex- 


cite the celeſtial ſpirit of charity; and not, 


O eternal God! to preſume to form the 
{malleſt judgment concerning thy moſt righ- 
teous appointment! Clouds and darkneſs, 


impenetrable by the feeble eye of man, are 
round and round about Thee; but ſtill ador- 


ing Thy divine nature, we are well con- 
vinced that though we fuffer, yet was not 


art 
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art ſo wiſe, ſo mighty, e we ſhould 
not ſuffer ! 

But notwithſtanding the unfitneſs of our 
faculties, to form an adequate judgment of 
the divine ceconomy in this arduous point, 
ſtill one very obvious reaſon of ſo much 
ſuffering in our world appears: it is, that 
| you may have daily opportunities of cul- 
tivating the fineſt feelings of your nature; 
of advancing faſt towards the perfection of 
humanity; of attaining the high honour of 
reſembling the God of heaven and earth, 
whoſe mercy is over all his works. Amidſt 
the jarring - diſputes then, of chriſtians, 
madly contending for opinions, outrageouſly 
violent for notions, we have here found the 
mode of worſhip, without controverſy, ac- 
ceptable to the Almighty; we have here 
found the place where He delighteth to be 
ſerved. The cottages of the afflicted are \ 
the holieſt altars i in our ir world ; there you 
may lay thoſe thank-offerings of gratitude, | 
which you wiſh to preſent to your God, in 
humble, pious acknowledgment of the end- 
leſs bleſſings which from day to day, and 
from hour to hour he is mercifully pouring 
down upon you. Gifts offered up to the 
Almighty 
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Almighty and then preſented to the poor 
and needy, are the choice oblations' which 
heaven will accept ; theſe are precious ſa- 
crifices, perfumed with the rich incenſe of 
- charity; the odour whereof will aſcend truly 
- grateful from earth to the throne of God, 
Though our almighty Lord is great, (and 
ſo great, O God, Thou art, that we are loſt 
in the veryendeavour to contemplate Thee!) 
and though He ſupplies his infinite creation 
with all its infinite riches, yet ſtill we 
(poor and feeble as we are) can make an 
offering even to Him, from whom all things 
derive their all. He has Himſelf erected 
His altar in the habitation of the poor 
4. * deſtitute; and He has Himſelf conſecrated 
„ll them the prieſts, to receive the abundant 
 acknowledgments which are due from us 
to Hin, the parent and the Lord of nature. 
Offerings, preſented to heaven by ſuch 
_ prieſts, will bring down mercies great and 
abundant upon you; and when they diſ- 
miſs you with their bleſſings, you . 0 2 | 
blefſed. _ 
In cultivating this divine diſpoſition; and 
in performing the great works of mercy, 
which flow from it, you will receive much 
profitable 
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profitable direction by taking a very careful 
view of the behaviour of Jeſus Chriſt to- 
watds the afflicted widow. « 
Obſerve then, that He We his 
bounty to the occafion, The want was 
great, and His help was great. To give your 
charity its grand perfection, you muſt imi- 
tate this proceeding, You muft relieve 
bountifully, where the miſery is heavy, and 
your means are plentiful. We muſt not be 
cut ſhort with cold and impious maxims, 
framed in the ſelfiſh breaſts of wicked men, 
as void of wifdom as of feeling. We muſt 
not be told, by the bold perverters of good 
inſtruction, | ** That he that does not pro- 
vide for his own houſe, is worſe than an 
*« infidel.” He is a very bad perſon indeed, 
that does not do that ſacred work of nature. 
He is not only worſe than an infidel, but 
he is worſe and lower than a beaſt of the 
field. But let me entreat you to look about 
into your indulgences, and ſee how many of 
them can be ſpared, and yet you want no 
good thing. If in your ſelf-examination 
any luxurious enjoyments ſhould be diſco- 
vered, ſurely it will be wiſe and it will be 
good at leaſt to diminiſi them. But if vanity 
| ſhould 
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ſhould be found, let her filly cravings with» 
out ceremony be boldly rejected ; and run 
at leaſt with ſavings ſuch as. theſe to the 
houſes of the miſerable, and bring down 
upon your head the bleſſings of thoſe that 
are ready to periſh. I may be permitted on 
this occaſion juſt to ſuggeſt, that ſo numer- 
ous and ſo unneceſſary to comfort are divers 
of the preſent modes of life, that a reſtraint 
of oneſelf, in many of theſe fantaſtic, child- 
Iſh trifles, would enable one to be abund- 
antly charitable, without a diminution of 
one real comfort ; much leſs without offend- 
ing in the leaſt againſt prudence. 

To thoſe of you, of more moderate con- 
dition, I may ſay, that even out of the 
honeſt proviſion, made for your families 
and children, it would many times be well 


yea, and wiſely done, to relieve the ſore cala- 


mities of your good neighbours. In the courſe 
of human affairs it is oftentimes found, that 
by means of your own prudent conduct, 
and the ſucceſs with which God bleſſes your 
commendable induſtry, you could be very 
bountiful in your charities, and yet leave 
your children full and fyll enough; and 


that enough ſecured by the bleſſing of 
heaven 
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heaven beyond the reach of time and 
dier 5 | 

The bounds of charity indeed admit of no 
general limitation.” 'They vary with every 
individual's circumſtances. But there is 
certainly no difficulty in the determination. 
Each perſon's condition in life tells him, at 
once, what he is able to do. If, gloriouſſy 
animated with the ſacred love of God, you 
wiſh to ſhew that holy love by its genuine 
fruits, by doing good to man, His creature; 
you will not, you cannot err. Actuated by 
this ſublime principle, when you wiſk to do 
right, you will do right. You will uſe no 
mean and wicked prevarications; you will 

not, on ſuch occaſions ſay, that you are leſs 
rich than you are; for this would be un- 
grateful to the good God, who gave you 
your riches; and who may, for what you 
know, puniſh your ingratitude and want of 
mercy, by making you no richer than you 
ſay you are, You will not plead againſt the 
ſanity of charity, that you are to get your- 
ſelf a name by heaping up riches, and by 
leaving a proud fortune to one knows not 
who; to thoſe, who, be as near to you as 
they may, will have no tenderneſs for your 

Vol. I. D memory; 
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memory; nay who, perhaps, as we daily 
ſee, will not treat it with common decency ; 
but will delight to turn into ridicule, as it 
well deſerves, the folly of your ill-judged, 
wicked parſimony. 
But, contrarywiſe, the faithful ſervants 


of God will ever remember, that works of 


mercy are the high command of heaven; 
that they are the ſalid and grand duty of 
man; that, from the condition of human 
life, daily and hourly have they opportuni- 
ties of performing ſome or other of theſe 
ſweet works; and ſteadily and invariably 
will they continue therein; ever remember- 


ing, that they lead them on from excellence 


to excellence, till they become perfect and 


glorious as the angels of God; till they are 


ſo great, that the good works, which they 


have begun on earth, can only be finiſhed 


in heaven. Such honour have all the aun 


of God. 
There is another circumſtance to be very 


heedfully attended to in this evangelic nar- 
ration, from whence you muſt borrow much, 


do give your charity its full perfection. You 


ſee that Jeſus Chriſt did not wait to be ſent 


12 


to. There was no application made to him. 


The 


SERMON II. 51 
The diſmal circumſtances of the diſtreſs 
(though fearfully difmal they were) were 
not laid before him to move his compaſſion, 
and to obtain his help. He heard, or he 
Heu there was ſuch miſery, and that was 
enough for the perfection of Jeſus. And 
thus all that can help the wretched are 
called upon, not by the entreaties of men, 
but by the eternal voice of God to help. 
Where your counſel, your tenderneſs, or 
your bounty can relieve, there is the place 
to. which. heaven calls. you. Wait not to be 
prevailed upon by arguments to viſit the 
houſe of mourning, but haſten there to 
learn wiſdom, and to put it in practice. 
Let not the wretched, while the very bit- 
terneſs of their grief is upon them, be 
obliged to ſolicit your help, but do you con- 
trive the beſt way to help them. They, 
poor ſouls! are ſwallowed up in ſorrow. 
Loſs of friends, of health, or of fortune, 
has depreſſed their ſpirits, and deprived 
them of their wonted activity. Stillneſs is 
beſt adapted to their ſad condition; and ill 
can an heart, torn with ſorrow, perform the 
- doutful work of ſupplication. Its feelings 


are nice ; ; its fears are ſcrupulous. The 
D 2 afflicted 
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afflicted know, that moſt men are inclined 
to avoid them, as a reſtraint upon their 
chearfulneſs, or a check upon their purſuits. 
In many caſes, therefore, theſe unhappy 
perſons are fearful of applying for help, leaſt 
one calamity ſhould grow upon another; 
leaſt, while the awful hand of heaven lies 
heavy upon them, the cruelty of men ſhould 
fill up the meaſure of their ſuffering ; - and 
their ſorrows ſhould. become greater than 


they are able to bear, 


In theſe demands, therefore, upon your 
mercy, believe me, it is your bounden duty 
to ſearch about and fee, (and God knows, 
you will ſoon ſee ,) who in your neighbour- 
hood is afflicted; and then to examine, and 
that not lightly and after the manner of 
diſſemblers with God; but to examine, 


gravely and honeſtly, with what abilities of 


ſoftening their affliction, the Almighty i in 
his gracious goodneſs has bleſſed you. You 
are not, to wait till inſtances of doing good 
are brought to your very door. Vou are 


born to do good to thoſe about you; you 


are. to be ative, induſtrious, and earneſt in 
the holy work; and you are abundantly 
endayed by the bountiful hand of God 

with 
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with the means of being ſo. He has enriched 
you with an underſtanding, by which you 
can adviſe; He has given you wealth in 
greater or leſs degrees, by which you can 
relieve; and He has adorned you (if cor- 
rupted by the evil maxims of the world, you 
have not impiouſly rooted it out yourſelves,) 
with a ſweet tenderneſs of nature, which 
powerfully urges you on to perform the 
holy deeds of charity and of mercy. He 
has alſo (and adored be His wiſdom for ſo 
doing! He has alſo) ſo faſhioned you, that 
while you are doing, and when you have done 
ſuch ſacred works, the higheſt delight ariſes 
from the contemplation of them. Yes; the 
merciful man doeth good to his own ſoul. 
Haſten then, I pray you, from day to day, 


from your own habitations, the ſeats, it 


may be, of plenty and of chearfulneſs, to 
the reverend abodes of the miſerable, to 


bleſs them; to bleſs yourſelves. Think how 
great the honour is of being appointed by 


your God, to diſcharge ſo grand a work. 
Holy Jeſus! thou didſt not appear more 


glorious on the morning of thy reſurrection; 2 
no: not more ſplendid, when through the 


blaze of celeſtial light that ſurrounded thee, 
D 3 the 


f 


Aue., 


* 


[ 
| ' 

[ * 

j - 

7 - 
_ 

ö 

2 


My 
' comfort her. Learn then, from this fine 


| 


4 


” SERMON m. 


the keepers did ſhake, and became as dead 


| men; than thou didſt, when in the fplen- 


dor of thy charity, thou waſt walking to the 


city of Nain, to reſtore the afflicted mother 


her ſon and her peace! And be affured, 
the like glory is yours, when you are going 


to the habitations of ſorrow and diſtreſs to 
pity, to relieve, and comfort. You are 
then a meſſenger, you are then an angel, 
you are then a child of God. 

And to compleat your charity, let me en- 


treat you, before I cloſe, to look once more 


into the condu of the holy Jeſus. When 
he ſaw the afflited widow, the diſtracted 


mother, he had compaſſion on her. A par- 
taker of her ſorrows, different from his 
wonted mode, he hurries to relieve her; ot 
rather, indeed, he ſeems unable to bear'the 


: power of his own feelings upon this fad 


| 


occaſion. Inſtently he ſays unto her, 
% weep not.” And that inſtant he uttered 
that voice, which even the dead can hear, 
and anticipated the day of reſurrection to 


example, not only to do good, but to do it 
well; do it tenderly. Here, far above every 
other caſe, manner is neceſſary, The' feel- 

| ings 
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itigs of men are wonderfully . refined by 
affliction. They are all over very tender. 
What would not be regarded, or even felt 44.2 0 
in proſperity, wounds to the very foul in ad- 
verfty. The afflicted are ſacred perſons 3) 45 . 
they muſt be approached even by their)” ee 


| benefaffors with reverence. 

Let me now entreat you, as the faithful 
ſervants of the Moſt High God, to give free 
ſcope to your tendereſt feelings; to let 
mercy have in all things, her perfect work. 
It is the glory of man, to weep with thoſe 


that weep. The tears of ſympathy are you: ay 


nn act 


higheſt ornament; and of ſuch a wonderful” 
nature are they, that they ſhall wipe away err 4 


the ſtain of your offences againſt your good, 


and Almighty God. For the merciful 1 — Ke e 


obtain mercy. The benedictions, which 
the afflited and the miſerable ſhall have 
pronounced upon you on earth, will be 
ratified in the heavens above; they will 
ſtand recorded in never-failing characters; 
and will be remembered to you for good in 
_ thoſe dark and awful moments which are 
coming apace upon us all, when human na- 
ture needs much conſolation ; for as you 
ſhall havedeliveredothers from ſad affliction, 


ſo 
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ſo in the hour of death, and in the day of 


judgment, your good and gracious God 


will ſtretch out his Almighty arm to ſaye 
you; He will delight to ſhower down his 
choiceſt bleſſings upon you, and around 
you; and Himſelf will mercifully conduct 
you through the valley of the ſhadow of 
death, to the bleſſed regions of eternal 
charity, | 


SER- 


i 
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Lu RE viii. 18. 


Tale heed therefore how ye hear. 


T HERE. is nothing in which men ſo 

univerſally deceive themſelves, as in 
the matter of religion. He that can with 
patience hear, and in his judgment approves 
of the law of chriſtian charity, immediately 
concludeth that he loveth his brethren, as a 
diſciple of Chriſt ought to love them. He 
that with his tongue confeſſeth, that 
none can come to Chriſt, but with a deep 
humility that influenceth every thought of 
the heart, inſtantly ſuppoſeth that he there- 
by walketh humbly with his God. He that 


| ſometimes readeth, and ſometimes ſpeaketh 


on the myſteries of the goſpel, who hath a 
zeal for notions, and an eagerneſs for reli- 
gious opinions, this man ranks himſelfamong 
the favourites of heaven, and is in his own 


eſteem one of thoſe that follow the Lamb 
whither- 
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whitherſoever he goeth. Though this arti- 
fice may prevail on earth; yet will nothing 
but truth and juſtice prevail in heaven. He 
is no follower of Jeſus Chriſt, who followeth 
him but in words. To hear his name, and 
to bow before it, is no mark of chriſtian 
obedience, or the leaſt fign of goſpel- con- 
verfion; for ſuch homage is paid by thoſe 
dark ſpirits beneath the earth, as well as by : 
the pureſt angels in the higheſt heaven. Yet 
important as this deluſion is, it hath well- 
nigh infected all ranks and orders of men 
amongſt us; it hath counter-adted the al- 
mighty workings of divine grace; it hath 
made of none effect the wholeſome dodrine 
of the croſs; it hath thanged the powerful 
ſpirit of the goſpel, into a noiſy, diſputa- 
tious, idle, unprofitable wrangle of words. 
It hath repreſented the bleſſed meſſage of 
life as a bundle of opinions; the bleſſed ſpi- 
rit of love and gentleneſs, as fiery wrath and 
bitterneſs. In a word, the corruptions of 
thoſe that call themſelves by the name of 
Chriſt, have crucified the Son of God afreſh, 
and put him to an open ſhame. We hear 
of much: diſputing in the chriſtian world, we 
ſee but little obedience. One man is-con- 
tent 


— — —=—__ 
— —„— — — — 2 
— Oy. rn” oo _ es a IR En en 
- 


— —— —— 


—_— — —ũ— — — 


tent if he can but hear the word of God 
read and expounded in the great congrega- 
tion; another is abundantlyſatisfied, and pro- 
miſeth himſelf the brighteſt crown of ever- 
laſting life, if he is but united with ſome 
choſen band of ſouls, profeſſing greater pu- 
rity of doctrine, greater holineſs of life, But 
both this and the other have moſt ſhamefully 
forgot, that obedience is the only praiſe, the 
only offering which the Almighty accepteth. 
In the midſt therefore of this general depra- 


vity of thoſe that call themſelves by the 
name of Chrift, do you take care how ye 


hear. Conſider carefully with yourſelves 
for what purpoſe the Son of God came down 
on earth, and you will then know for what 
purpoſe He hath commanded his miniſters 
to preach, for what purpoſe He hath com- 
manded his people to hear, to the end of 
the world. Now the end of the goſpel is 


of the Son of God was ſhed; for this the 
eternal ſpirit is now and forever given. For 
this was the word of God, the ſcripture of 
truth, ſent down from heaven, and miniſ- 
ters appointed to explain and enforce it. 


Por this end are our never- ceaſing prayers 
to 


the purification of man; for this the blood 
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to aſcend up to the throne of grace; and 
for this important purpoſe are the venerable 
ſacraments of our Lord's inſtitution to be 
humbly reverenced. Man, revolted from 
God, the ſource of life and happineſs, and 
plunged into corruption and miſery, is call- 
ed upon by the voice of God, to hear and 
live. The Son of man is come to ſeek and 

to ſave us who are loſt. No hearing then 
is of God, but that which contributeth to 
the ſalvation of them who hear: the goſpel 
conſiſteth not in ſpeculation, but in power. 
It was ſent down to renew the face of the 
earth; and to advance us, when this poor 
tranſitory life js over, to the kingdom of 
heaven. So hear then as Chriſt requireth 
you to hear, not as moſt of you do hear, ſo 
as to diſgrace that goſpel to which you pre- 

tend obedience. , Infinitely, better would it 
be for you never to hear the word of life, 
than hen you have heard it, to oppoſe it by 
your actions, and blaſpheme it by your ſor- 
did paſſions. Let us confider then thoſe 
kinds of hearing which we are cautioned 
againſt by our Lord, that, ſo you may learn 
to hear with reverence to Him, and. "th le 
profit to. yourſelves, 


The 
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; The firſt kind of hearers I ſhall take no- 
tice of as diſgracing the goſpel of Chriſt, are 
thoſe who think the buſineſs is done, when 
the word of God has been heard; who very 
quietly and with much indifference can hear 
the will of heaven laid open, and yet con- 
tinue juſt as diſobedient to it, as if they 
knew it not. Of this kind perhaps, at firſt 
ſight, there may ſeem to be few; but who- 
ever looks into the chriſtian world a little 
more carefully will find; that the bulk of 
mankind are of this ſort. Elſe how comes 
it that you, who hear ſo much, produce ſo 
little fruit? How comes it that you, who 
have the divine example of your Lord and 
Saviour ſo frequently held out to you, op- 
poſe it in all your conduct, and act directly 
contrary to it from day to day? How comes 
it that you, who are ſo frequently exhorted 
to deſpiſe the mean and unmanly pleaſures 
of this world; who are told ſo often, that 
duſt you are, and unto duſt you muſt ſpee- 
dily return, and that therefore now is the 
accepted time, now is the day of ſalvation, 
in which-you muſt proyide for your immor- 
tal ſouls, and ſecure an eternal happineſs ; 


_ comes it that you, who hear all this 
again 
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again and again, are yet as much fixed on 


this world below, as if you were ta conti- 


nue here for ever; are yet as negligent 
about avoiding the vengeance of Almighty 
Juſtice, as if you were to die and riſe-no 
more? How comes it that you, who hear f 
much of divine love, and chriftian charity, 
are yet ſo hard and cruel to thaſe about 
you? How comes it, that you will one hour 
eagerly commend the leſſon, which requir- 


eth you in the moſt folemn and awful man- 


ner, which requireth you by the infinite 
love of God, by the unbounded compaſſion 
of Chriſt his ſon, to love and to do good to 
every creature within your power; how 
comes it that you will the next hour care- 
leſsly blacken the reputation of one of your 
fellow creatures, and by a thoufand cruel 


arts unmercifully diſturb the peace of many 


others? How comes it that you, who hear 
fo frequently in the houſe of God, that all 
things on earth are ordered according to 
the righteous will of heaven, that chaſtiſe- 
ments are proofs of divine love, and that 
afflictions are ſent by that infinite wiſdom, 
which ordereth all things in weight and 


bare ; how comes it that you who hear 
all 
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all this, yet rebel ſo frequently againſt the 
will af God, if it ſuiteth not with your own 
wild inclinations? How comes it that you ſo 
unwillingly, and with ſuch murmurings 
and complaints, refign to the God, who is 
abave, any of thoſe gifts, which he Himſelf 
has been pleaſed to give you? How comes it, 
that though every chriſtian grace is ſo con- 
ſtantly recommended, yet we ſee every 
hateful viceas conſtantly practiſed? Whence 


comes all this, but from your neglecting to 


take heed how ye hear? You think the 
buſineſs, is done when you have heard the 
inſtruction ; whereas after that it is to be- 
gin. He that heareth not with humility, and 
practiſeth with diligence, is an unhappy de- 
ceiver of his own ſoul. What does it ayail 
you to come into this houſe of God, as to 
the performance of a taſk, perſuading your- 
| ſelves that you have done all that is requir- 
ed of you, if with an outward decency you 

pay a common attention to the inſtruction 
which is here given you? Only examine 
Into. the motives which generally bring you 
here: Is it not either a compliance with cuſ- 
tom; or an opinion that it is your duty mere- 


ly to hear the word of God explained? But 
do 
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do you ever come, with an earneſt defire to 
walk in the way pointed out to you; to 
perform the heavenly duties recommended? 
Do you come to hear the "preacher ſpeak of 
the love of God, and of the love of man 
His creature? Or do you come to have 
your hearts warmed with heavenly charity, 
that Jou may love the Lord your God with 
all your hearts, and your neighbour asyour- 
ſelves?” Experience doth indeed, moſt fa- 
tally ſhew us, for what men generally come 
here. After all the exhortations you have 
had to raiſe your affections on things above, 
many of you are ſtill as much fixed on this 
world, 28" if you had been brought up in 
th#3norince of Paganiſm. Have you not' 
reäſon, then, to take heed how you hear! P 
Cat you imagine, that hearing like this,” is 
acedptale in the fight of God? The im- 
pretion hardly remaineth on your hearts, 
as Hong as the ſound continuèth of your 
eat! ou have no ſooner left theſe walls, 
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it not neceſſary now for you to take heed 
how you hear? With ſuch diſpoſitions as 
theſe, - though the goſpel was preached to 
you from morning to night, you would ſtill 
diſgrace it by your actions. No longer 
deceive yourſelves ; for thus to hear, is only 
to infult the God whom you pretend, and 
whom, I truſt, you. wiſh to honour; and 
better, far better, let me tell you, would 
it be for you, never to hear, than not to 
yield obedience to the word of life, when 
you have heard it. 

Another kind of hearers there are, who 
with more ſhew of devotion, ſtill receive as 
little profit from the word preached, as 
thoſe that have been juſt deſcribed. The 
perſons I mean, are thoſe who have at times 
great appearance of ſeriouſneſs; who receive 
the word with joy, and are delighted to make 
it the ſubject of their converſations; but in 
their time of temptation, in the hour of 
trial, are found to have no root, which ſhall 
bring forth fruit to the honour and glory of 
God. Let God and the world come in 
competition with theſe people; let them be 
called upon to ſacrifice much to that good 
God who gave them all, and then we often 
ſee how ſhamefully they have deluded them- 

Vol. I. E ſelves; 
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felves; how he, who ſeemed to admire the 
ſelf-denying doctrines of the goſpel, who 
ſeemed. to be all on fire with · an holy zeal, 
when he heard that we were to forſake all, 
that we might become the poor, humble 

followers of a poor, humble Saviour; we 
then often ſee, that the mouth uttered 
what the heart did not feel; that it is moſt 
exfy' for. thoſe to talk, who yet are not wil- 
ling to live like chriſtians. How often do 
we fee the ſpeculative admirer of chriſtian 
love, returning evil for evil, and railing for 
railing? Bring many. of you, who now 
pretend great reverence to the ſublimeſt 
chriſtian doctrines, into thoſe circumſtances, 
where you are called upon to forgive inju- 
nies, great and unprovoked ; where, like 
your great Lord, you are to paſs by the 
inſults of thoſe to whom you have done 
good; and are to return them good for 
evil; and then let us ſee to what pur- 
poſe is all your hearing. Alas! the ex- 
perience of what we have ſeen, is tog ſad a 
proof of What we ſhould again ſee. No 
fooner are yqu tempted, than in an ãnſtant 
all. your: gawdy religion  vanulhgs,, Mature 
alone prevails, and is ſeen in all its ſtrength. 


valuhadged by grace. But he alone heareth 
well, 
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well, who is thereby led to obtain the grace 
his teacher recommendeth, It is a ſurpriſ- 
ing admiration of forgiyeneſs, which the 
moment you have received an injury. 
leaveth you as full of anger and revenge, as 
prone to return it, as if the goſpel required 
nothing at your hands, in ſuch, a caſe; 
Chriſtian graces are for particular ſeaſons; 
reſignation for the bitter hour of adverſity; 
forgiveneſs for the time when you have 16+ 
ceived an injury. And what will it avail 
you to be much refigned, when nothing is 
taken away from you: to be very forgiving 
when nobody has injured you? No: there 
is a ſeaſon for the exertion of every grace; 
and if you have it not at that ſeaſon, you 
have it not at all. This you may be well 
aſſured of; let therefore no zeal of words 
deceive you. Try whether you produce 
the fruit; whether you really have the 
graces you pretend to admire. Let the 
inſtance be, that very extenſive one of 
chriſtian love. Are you really charmed, 
when you hear this divinely deſcribed; 
when you hear it warmly recommended by 
one ho is himſelf influenced by it; when 
you hd its glorious. effects painted in 
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lively and glowing colours? Does the de- 
ſcription then warm your heart, and make 
you eager to ſpeak of it to others? vet 
build not too much even on theſe fair ap- 
pearances. For ſhould it afterwards be 
found, as it daily is, that you can hurt ano- 
ther, that you can trifle with your neigh- 
bour's reputation, and lefſen him in the 
eſteem of others, then you have not chriſ- 
tian love. Whatever you may think of 
yourſelves, 'your hearts are not converted; 
and though you could ſpeak with the 
| tongues of men and angels, and could fa- 
thom the deepeſt miſeries; till, fill you 
have no charity. Have you not reaſon 
then to take heed how you hear? For the 
* of hearing is practice; the end, the 
ſole end of teaching is, obediencee. 
Si 8 There is another ſort of hearers, whom 
= we cannot but take notice of, and they are 
thoſe whom the cares, and riches, and: plea- 
ſures of this world hinder from hearing 
, aright. .—Theſe are very numerous: andithe 
i races of chriſtianity appear to them Uunat- 
;tainable. and j imaginat * ne, whis is 
{plunged in, pleaſure Ends! ust b. to 
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who is anxiouſly careful for the abundance 
of this world's wealth, knows not how to 
commit himſelf to that fatherly care, which 
ſupporteth the whole creation. Theſe 
graces, and ſuch as theſe, he will, perhaps, 
bear with an unmeaning patience recom- 
mended; and like thoſe who we have before 
deſcribed, will think it ſuthcient that he 
has heard. 

And as you are to avoid theſe diſpoſitions 
in attending to the word of God, ſo are you 
alſo to avoid ſome others, which are by no 
means uncommon amongſt you. Remem- | 
ber then, among other things, that it, is 
your bufineſs to hear for yourſelves, and ot 
for others.” It is nothing to you, ,W 12 
would ſuit your neighbour's caſe, W at 
would do him good, if he would follg it, 
That is his buſineſs, not yours, Do you 
attend for your own benefit, avoid the evil 
pointed out, purſue the good recommended 
to you. It is to each of you, for your own 
Jakes, hat the teacher directeth his iniſtruc- 
tions to you; he meaneth not that oũ u 
ſhould apply them, but to yourſelves: That 
eis theonly application that will proniot#the 
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"The laft diſpoſition which I ſhall caution 
you àgainſt, is that ſpirit of criticiſing and 
animadverting, which is much too common 
among you. It is not the intent 6f preach- 
ing to lay before you elaborate diſcourſes, 
on which you are to exerciſe your little ſkill. 
The intention of the chriſtian preacher is'of 
a much higher and a deeper nature; he's 
to ſound i in your ears the eternal truths of 

1; to point out your folly in purſuing, 
ab Jo do, the vanities of time, and neglect- 
ing t the riches of eternity : he is to tell you, 
again and again, what one ſhould think 
need not be told to children, of the ſhort- 
nel of life, and the ſolemn yet very ſecret 
judgr nents of God, which are to follow: he is 
to tell you, that with an almighty arm you 
canhot contend, therefore, thro' the whole 
of Human life, reverence and fear the God 
who made, aid will ſpeedily judge you: this 
faitHfill monitor is to lay before you the pure 
and etalted life of 4 chriſtian; he is fodefetib& 
t9Yoll Hatt which knoweth no Bounds 
hu ity Which knvweth no contempt f 
oth eee whith knoweth no Tf 
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and then he muſt needs ſhew you the direct 
contrary of all this, which is juſt in general 
what our hearers are themſelves. He is to 
ſound in your ears from day to day, your 
apoſtacy from the life of Chriſt; your re- 
taining the form, and loſing the power of 
godlineſs. He is to ſhew you the foul cor- 
ruptions, which your ſelf-loye conceals from 

your own eyes, though directly contrary. to 
the whole law of heaven. This is his buſi- 
neſs, and not to amuſe you with the ſound 
of words of no importance. It is not the 
province of a preacher to entertain your 
imagination, but to inform-your judgment, 
to correct your will, to curb your paſſions, 
to reſtrain your animal nature, to ſtrengthen 
your ſpiritual. Take heed, therefore, bow 
you. hear in this caſe : if you are diſpoſed to 
admire. your teacher, do it not by empty 
words, not by unmeaning commendations, 
but hy walking in the way which he point- 
eth out to you. Immediately by your ac- 
tians to contradict the leſſon, which you, 
have commended by your words, is to con- 
damm yourſelves, out of your on Pei 3. 
is to make the mighty word of God, how- 
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erfully uttered, is ſtill to make it all of no 
effe to your own ſalvation. If, on the 
other hand, as is much more. likely, you 
are yourſelves diſpoſed to find fault with 
| your inſtructor, to cenſure his want of beau- 
ty and ornament in what he ſpeaks; remem- 
ber, that it is his buſineſs to reprove, and 
not to amuſe you. And at the ſame time 
| do have humility enough juſt to recollect, 
how very unfit the bulk of you are for ſuch 
a taſk, It is a work that, in general, by your 
education you are altogether diſqualified for. 
When we ſpeak from this place, we ſpeak 
not for praiſe or reputation ; was this our 
end, we ſhould chuſe another place, yea, 
and I muſt needs tell you, other hearers too. 
Do you then attend only to the one great 
buſineſs of hearing, which is to follow what 
you hear. The word preached is almighty 
and all-powerful :_ let it take root in your 
heart, and there is no vice, however obſti- 
nate, which it will not expel, there is no 
grace, however difficult, which it will not 


introduce. He who ſoweth it, hy the mic 
niſtry of his teachers, is the God of ages, the 
Saviour and Redeemer of the world; 14: 


then i are not converted from, fin to rig 
teouſneſs, 
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teouſneſs, if you are not conformed to the 


| holy life, and the glorious precepts of the 


bleſſed Jeſus, it is all becauſe you do not 
take heed how you hear. When you are 
told, that the light of heaven is given to 
every defiring. chriſtian, to expel the igno- 
rance of nature, to ſupply him with the 
abundance of knowledge and truth, you then 
hear aright, if your heart is turned towards 
God, - and ceaſeth not to pray for this hea- 
venly guide, till it is obtained. Take heęd 
then how you hear: let it not be to affor 

you matter for empty, unprofitable talking, 
but for real direction in the life of godlineſs. 
When you hear grace, and all its mighty 
effects deſcribed, pray for it, till you have 
obtained it: when you hear faith ſet forth 
as a living principle, changing and renew. 


147 


ing the whole man, making thoſe who pol- 


ſeſs/it chearfully ſacrifice earth 'to heaven, 


and time to eternity; when you hear hope | 
exalted as the glorious gift of God, putting 


mortal man into a kind of poſſeſſion of the 
joys of immortal angels; wWllen you hear 

: 1 WP TIT - = 7 51.2111 10 1 14 
churity recommendet in all its various 


branches, às the brenth of God, as the very 
life and ſpirit of chriſtian men, without 
1 which 


\ 


wh 
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which whoſoever liveth, is, in the opinion 
of the God of love, dead, even while he 
liveth; then let not theſe holy leſſons en- 
creaſe your ſpeculative opinions about faith, 
hope, and charity; but let your whole ſouls 
be poſſeſſed and renewed by a true, opera- 
tive; chriſtian faith; let your defires be 
warmed, exalted, and refined, by a lively, 
comfortable, chriſtian hope; let all your 
actions be regulated by a ſincere, tender, 
univerſal chriſtian charity. Thus, in all 
caſes, when you have heard, learn; when 
you have learned, obey; and by thus doing, 
thou ſhalt live. 
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And one of the phariſees defired him, that be 
would eat with him. And he went into the 
phariſees houſe, and ſat down to meat. 
And, behold ! a woman in the city, which was 
'a finner, when ſhe knew that Jeſus ſat at 
meat in the phariſee s houſe, brought an ala- 
| baſter box of ointment, and ftood at his feet 
behind him, weeping, and began to waſh his 
— with fears. | 


| TH E N Jeſus Chriſt deſcended from 
heaven to earth, when the creator of 
men and angels took on him the form of a 


ſervant, and was found in faſhion as a man, 


he delivered the meſſage of eternal mercy 
from the Moſt High God, to his wretched 


creatures. He pronounced the wrath of 


God appeaſed, his juſtice ſatisfied, his ven- 
geance diſarmed, his mercy triumphant. 
Animated only with the tenderneſs of 

heaven, 


* £44 
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heaven, he flew to the relief of every diſ- 


treſs; he heard the ſighs, and pitied the 
miſeries of every ſufferer. His ſacred heart, 
full of love unfeigned, overflowed with ſuch 
mighty pity, as ſet at nought the laws of 
the creation, and ſuſpended the courſe of 
nature which himſelf had appointed, and 
which had continued fixed and immoveable 
from age to age, from generation to gener- 
ation. The mournful prayers of the blind ; 


the piteous moans of the dumb; the 


humble lamentations of the fick, in a man- 


ner confounded the bleſſed Jeſus, and foreed 


tte Godhead to break forth in all ks: blaze 


of mercy and of majeſty. — The tenderneſs 
ſhewed to the bodies of men, extended itſelf 


with till greater force to their ſouls. The 


"tears of the fearful, ungrateful Peter; wiped 


out his apoſtacy, and procured him pardon 
and favour. The ambition of James and 


2 
Joun, the afpiring ſons of 'Zebedee, was 


Hack: 5 1 ke gut of the divine account by heir 


iture Humility,” And the houſe ib which 


de at are now Alfembled, and tile heren for 


HSM ene Afleburſes here deHveredb are 
partichianly intended; natiifaly kuf dur 
attention to the humble, afflited, thankful 

ſinner, 
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finner, celebrated in that portion of ſcrip- 
ture, part of which I have juſt, read to you. 
Pious chriſtians have, in all ages, expe- 
_ rienced the divine depth of holy ſcxipture. 
It is a powerful and living word, extending 
from age to age. It is not a bare relation of facts 
tranſacted in other times, and other places: 
but it is the great pattern of what has been 
tranſacting in every generation, ſince the 
holy Jeſus aſcended ' into the heayens 
above; it is the pattern of what is now 
doing on earth, and of what will continue 
to be doing till time ſhall be no more. 
The mercy of Jeſus in heaven, i is ſtill equal 
to what he ſhewed on earth; his power ſtill 
ready and able to affiſt the children of men 
that cry for help. With this view, I ſhall 
therefore now turn your eyes to the paſlage 
before- us; a paſſage, like many others, 
breathing, as it were, the very ſpirit of this 
houſe, and holding out the choiceſt comforts 
of eternity to the finners that inhabit; it ; 
if thoſe finners, with profound humility and 
1ardentdevotion, offer themſelyes up to God. 
:0t The ſacred hiſtorian, informs us. ©* * That 
++ bv an in thg city, whigh waga boner, 
d when TY ee Ft. in 
oHined! bafific. sda ig At nt gs he 
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perhaps, diſtracted with the fear, that the 


enumeration of all her actions, whether they 
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4 the phariſee's houſe, brought an alabaſter 


% box of ointment, and flood at his feet 
% behind him, weeping.” Behold the 


mighty operative effects of true repentance; 
of unfeigned contrition! This grievous 
* ,  finner diſregarded all the common forms 
of life, broke through all the reſtraints of 


ordinary faſhions. She had finned, like 
you, againſt the God of Heaven; had 
ſtained her ſoul with the fouleſt crimes, 
ſuch as have polluted yours; and, we truſt, 


Uke you, had felt the horrid vengeance of 


the Almighty againft her guilt ; was then, 


Judge of all the earth would the next mo- 
ment call her up to his awful tribunal, to 
give an account of the life he had beſtowed 
upon her, and to render up to the awinl, 
Sovereign Majeſty of Heaven, à faithful 


were good, or whether they were bad. 
Thus awakened from folly to reflection. 
from iniquity to fear and terror, ſh# looked 
backwards and forwards. - She called her 
own ways to remembrance. ' She faw The 
had forſaken the guide of her youth; that 
ſhe had en on the wiſe inftrudtions: 


Once 


once received: had blaſphemed the God | 
ſhe had been early taught to worſhip; bad 


wantonly prophaned His ſacred name, at 


which angels tremble; bad openly lived as | 
if there was ne God in heaven, as if His | 


ſacred juſtice noted not the actions of men 7 


on earth. She ſaw the hateful pollution 
ſhe had contracted; ſhe ſaw the delicacy 
af her nature, in mercy conferred upon 


her ſex in a ſuperabundant manner, by her 


great Creator, vaniſhed and changed into a 


rude, , foul. courſe of manners, ' forgetful | 


even of the common decency of common. | 
ſociety, She ſaw, in this ſad review, her 
tenderneſs of diſpoſition gone. Originally 


more merciful than man, more affected 
with tales of ſorrow, more intereſted in the 


many afflictions that happen in this ſad 


world; weeping more with thoſe that weepp _ 


thus originally framed, and adorned with 


all the ſoltneſs of human nature, ſhe ſaw. it | 
totally changed into an unfeeling hardneſs, 


into a ſavage fierceneſs; fiercer than the 
lion in the foreſt; making a mock of ſor- 


were, with paſſions unreſtrained, and in- 
flamed. by the foul examples of thoſe yrith, 


whom 


3300 


roys, and ſporting at calamities, Mad as it / 


wy 


fell te che Hater circufhſtahces; Th 
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whom ſhe converſed; ſhe ſaw herſelf that 
was deſtined to the regions "df "In Immortal 1 
happineſs; to ffime in the unf it) 
of panes ſhe fa Herſelf a Be 4 
crime, abatitloned'to every / iniquity.” Te 
had as yet abitairied from 7 any affence, 
ſtep thetetb t even to the blackeſt, was'e 
arfQ= ceivabte” Luſt Ar” 
no "if kompaſſion, trembles 5 at np. 
murder; for it has no ear open 0 m mer 
Alvis Mfbrder and wildneſs; and In AM 


lamentable confuſtion of human natufe, 


crime ſucceeds to crime, till death * 
the ſcene with all its horrid terrors; or t 
cot and repentance” poſſes the af. 
krigbted Wul with all the horrors of That | 
offended juſtice which reigns and rule us in 
the heudens above: Happily for 8 45 x 
Pic 


nent offerder, for this eminent faint 
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her efimes, he was Humbled for or her 1 


greffiöns; the *ref6rined her fe. - Ta the 


bloom of xduth, in che rener or er 
ſo much traitor tits preſerved The ) the 2 
forſsok the f Ref rays, "Ind H 
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re 


A great and profitable example ſhe mund 


forth to ou of this houſe. Your beginning _ i 
are like her's. Like her you have offended : 275 ; | 


like her, you have early begun the work of 
repentance. Jeſus Chriſt accepted her on 
earth; and he has now in the depth of his 
mercy, accepted you in heaven. He hath 
opened this houſe of retirement, ſolitude, 
and devotion for your reception. Here 
may you, like the afflicted Mary, repent and 
weep, and pray. But as} you have begun 
like her, like her you m proceed. Her 
conduct is minutely deſcribed, that you 
may minutely follow it. Let us proceed in 
the account, which is written for your, ad- 
monition and may that eternal ſpizit, who. 
at firſt formed, and hath fince reformed your 
minds, may He have mercy on you, and 
write all theſe his inſtructions in your hearts! 
We are told of this repentant ſinner, that 
the brought an alabaſter box of ointment, 
declaring thereby, the high reverence, * 
had of; him whom ſhe approached; - pro- 
claiqing that his righteouſneſs was — 
the richeſt perfume; ;, ;that;. his. holineſs,” 
aſcended up to heayen, more grateful. than 
the ſweeteſt incenſe that burnt upon the 
Vol. I F altar. 
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i initio energy ſbqagnguancd 
her own .unworthine6), - Bahold-tha humi- 
lity of her approach, and let every ep ſhe 
takes inform you. with what reverenep fin- 
ners ſhould approach their immaclate 
Saviour, and their all- rightesus Judge: 
„ She flood at his feet; in the humbleſt 
and the lowlieft ſituation : opprefſed with 
her guilt, ſhe durſt advance no further. 
He had called finners- to repentanca, and 
ſhe came in theybitterneſs: of repentance. 


Oppreſſed with. her guilt, and with the. fear 


of puniſhment due to that guilt, ſhe came 
to ſue for merady; yet the mighty condion 
of her ou mes overwhelmed het} the 
unſpotted purity of her Saviour confounded 
her. Though ſhe ſtood but at his feet, yet 


obſerve, ehe ſtood at his feet, doidchim. 


His full, :dire8-preſence, ſeemb more than 
ſhe can bear; though in the agonyrof her 
tears ſhe cornes to petition ſor mercy, ſhe 
yet dreada ts: gighteoufneſs;ofhm get trem- 
les ; his jaſtice / Mben the ſdul is:toul y 
con inced of fin, na words can tue the 


terrors it feels) the guilt dd difcarbrazdthe 
| ſhame that overwhelms- it, the humility 


that 


_ > prayery ber tears the maſtipathetic-4alHor 
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cht poſſeſſes 1 Phug we ee it was, in 
the de ruf az given of this diſtreſſed 
politetit) Which advances fill farther in the 


painting uf her godly forrowa for he 


14% ſtend at hie et, $2/ind him weeping,” 
Alb in ds mournful finner was gvief, and 


atbweß heut; was ſhame and confuſion 


ces. She was brought inta ſo great 
1) wouble and mifery, that ſhe went maurning 
All the day long. Her filence was tlie loudeſt 


Though her tongue was dumb through 


atis. Waſh me through ly fro 
15th; wickedneſs: and cleauſe mae 


o in is ever hefqre me. During her 
en tiguande in this hoi iprefence; the ſor- 
Ane lob} hep heart were enlarged, and 
obe have-utterance. Slie cwept in that 
»abundunce} thab she Waſted the feet of 
{ Nw holy Jeſus with her tears. And then 


eig. F 2 aſhamed, | 


y y 
:2# moor 1 acknowledge my faults: und | 


et her/, pode 
Gy pr Pry the boly\Jeſs/ias'ſhore-_ / 
:cibined>at his feet behind him;oweeping ; © 
our Hare morey upon me, O Gad, aſten hy 
>-Hngedat goodneſs; according to the multi- 
199%, tude if thy merci do atay mine 


eee 
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aſhamed, as it were, that 'one (oi impure 
ſhould touch the fountain of alliurityj and 
of all perfection, ſhe wiped his ſatred feet 
again, and again anointed" them with wjqt- 
ment. Behold the wonderful mature oof 
true repentance, of ' profound humility. 
You inhabitants of this houſe, Who have 
ſinned after the likeneſs of her tranſgreſſion, 
make haſte to imitate her in the greunaſs 
of this her repentance; in the depttbof-Mhis 
her humility. You can prefent yourſelhes 
before God in ſolitude and prayer; during 
this your holy retirement five' for-evenin 
his preſence. Call your own corruptibns 
to remembrance; and penetrated witliſthe 
lowlieſt humility, offer yourſelves up to 
God, as creatures that have: forſaken fis 
| righteous ways; that have proyokged His 
ſacred juſtice; that have made N of 
His tender mercy. Cry aloud, and, ſpare 
not; and you will then find your Saviour 
ready to preſent your petitions, and ig fur- 
round you with his eternal mercy. But 
you muſt. be earneſt; you muſt perſevere. 
Fits of dev6tion, and a cool femeneſs. in 
prayer, are but ill expreſſions of a ſenſe of 
guilt like yours. Where the. ſoul feels 
n much, 
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miph; idwil;dt muyf-expreſs much, even by 
boutwardfifaso The mind of man, much 
tagitkted : h,. cannot, from its nature, 
ape pertedtly calm without. I mean not 
140 tnecammend an outrageous extravagance 
vi manter ta you: but the warmeſt devo- 
otian. o the ptofoundeſt humility, the moſt 
.eatheſt ſupplication for mercy, &; and the 
moſt fubmiſſrye, patient expeRation, till the 
eibleſſed moment when that mercy ſhall be 
he wed, theſe muſt be recommended to you; 
"theſe muſt be enforced upon you; for they 
hre the only things that will anſwer the end 
u your ſeparation from the world; theſe 
othings, and theſe alone, will make this 
0thanfe to you the houſe of God, and this 
Flate the gate of heaven. | | 
H Feld your encouragement in the great 
lower hof repentance which you have begun, 
N WIA proceed to offer to your cool con- 
"1 Rdefaticfr, x few obſervations on the re- 


""'Imainitig* part of the paſſage before us. We * 


Are told, that ie when the phariſee, who 
719 Hädibintlen Hm, ſaw what was done,” 
ws the higatlity of the finner, and the con- 
yy on öf the Saviour, He ſpake with- 
ein himſelf, ſaying, this man, if he were a 

| F 3 „ prophet, 


23 
* 2 


— 


an one was then proſtrate at b 
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„ would" kndw Who, And dest 
4 mn d mau thit'ss which iich: 
„him: for Md is 4 aner.“ Beeten Je 
thou aſt g prophet, Gi cn Werke er- 
prophets. T ee wald, ane H 
manner fvOimein 1 It 1 tote nes? 
Thou khew ef that be 8 Was Tanks, Bü 
if thou art, extreme to brk what is db 
amis, 9750 Hy end enn bie RP" a 
of thy creutwres Cu "then tppeat 
ſacred preſence ; or prifuitit'to Ht Cn Ae 85 
eyes to that righteous thiohie on Which WHOK 
fitteſt! But there & merry With thee; a 
in chat mercy alone 38 bemifbrt for tHe Tous | 
of Adam, for all are ſintiets. . 2 
| heareft'the'priyers.; bhhu noteft the i 
thou ſealeſt the paräon; {tHhou'? | 
Hreakndfs'of repenting Hnners; Ane 


66 


And here we anuft ohfefve, with" 
diſdain notorious finntis are o en 
by thoſe who, being clear 1 from emal 
dutward crimes, value themſelves: oh | 
own righteoufneſs. Wi Wath "ſuc h vs 
the world has ever about. "Pue's „n 
age, (as well las former 'tinies;) 8 lt 
them. Theſe ignorant judges An 


nature, 
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nature, pulſed yp with an imperfect ſurvey 
ol the ite f wan. neither judge aright of 
themſelves on hers. They neither ſee the 
corruptions with which their own hearts 
abound; the important. duties they them- 
—_ -peglea;, the, fall progres. they 
ein exalted. devotion and heavenly 


| — nor do. they ſee through what 
might ions others often fall ; deſti- 


<Q 


tute © what helps, they gradually plunge 
from crime to crime, All in theſe ſelf- 
fools, is a proud triumph over the 
meſles of others; is an qyer-weening 
oy af. themſelyes for imaginary excel- 

, for unreal virtues. Such as theſe, 
ie days of our Lord, were angry that a 
mould be allowed to touch him. Such 
as rung own days wonder, that this 
| houſe af mexcy ſhould be open to miſerable 
offenders., Put both the mournful Mary and 
the; penitent. inhabitants of this houſe, have 
criegtatheir Saviour for mercy, and hehath 
had mercy. upon them. Though the igno- 
range of man may treat you with contempt, 
vet yu hape is in heaven, which will not 
break the bruiſed reed, nor quench the 


ſmoaking flax, The Almighty himſelf will 
plead 


V 
wo 


yquroxcts of panitence mill ib ramembured 
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lead the cauſe of neui penitents. Obierve 


how He has! already pleaded yours; uh 
are truly ſorxomſul for your imm Jeſus 


| + anſwering; ſaid unto him. Simon. have 


* ſomæwhat n to day unte these, Au me 
*aiths Maſter, lay on There was der- 
14 tain dreditor which had two dabidrs: 
the dhe owed: five hundred pence3cagd 
+ thenother fifty. And when they bad 

% nothint to pay, he frankly. forgaveithem 

„ both«:; Tell me, therefore, which+of 


tem! will love him moſt, Simon-an- 


+© fivered and ſaid. I ſuppoſe that he to 
„ AMNhem he forgave moſt. And heide 
e ſuntahims thou haſt rightly judged. nnd 
he turned to the woman, anchflſaid 
e gufitohimbaſeeſt thou this woman? 1 
= , ede nto;thine: bhouſe, theulgtveſt 

water for my feet: het ſhe hath 
ce: Mie 7 ayes with teats. Mine. head 


„ withiol the didſt not anoint: bi butt his 
% vtaati hath anointedimy;faet with aint - 
% tut:. See with Mhatr tenderregand 


dy theidlyFeſus] The tyars you Thedwill 
notalftahin6t&Q/torthd grund ute prayers 
yow wy api willaſceridiintob the 3hijtueſt 


x ur heaven, 
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heaven, and be) recorded there; and the 
ſighs you pour forth fhall be had in everlaſt- 
ing remembrance; and the Saviour of the 
work. wan hold: thaw forth in your behalf, 

in the preſence of men and angels. Ye 
ho have ĩmitated this ſinner in her crimes; 
he have begun to imitate ber in her re- 
pentance and who, I truſt, will imitate 
her in the fubneſs of her facred forrow, in 
the //igh per fection of her holy change, ob- 
ſerve her triumph, and ſee her carry away 
tke bro n of everlaſting life from the Judge 
of all che earth. Hear his joyful ſentence, 
Prondunced as if he ſat on the ſeat of judg- 
ment; Wherefore I ſay unto thee, her 
* ds which are many,” (many as yours,) 
„are ſorgiven: for ſhe loved much.” But 
as \thoſe v grieve for fins are fearful, he 
will therefore pronounce her pardon in 
form, addfeſſed directly to herſelf:· And 

_ </ hefid' unto her, thy ſins are forgiven 
*:theei!?: But of the divine forgiveneſs 
there muſt he no doubt; the peace of God 
muſt be perfect and eſtabliſhed beyond a 
power of interruption. The Redeemer of 
the world will pour the richeſt fulneſs of his 


comfort and ſerenity, into the ſaul that 
waiteth 


* 
4X 
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waiteth on him. When therefore they 
« that ft ut medt vin bibel kidgarfto Any 
« within themſelves, who is this that for- 
_ « giveth fins alfo? He faid to the woman,“ 
in the fulneſs of his eternal Power, «« thy 
„ faith hath faved thee: go in peace.“ 
Thus was her pardon ſealed. The ſentence 
proton kürttt wis ratified ieee - 
and the whole hoſt of hedven looked down, 
and rejoiced over this repenting finner, 
mate than over ninety and nine juſt perſons 
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Sſpol of Chriſt, that it breaths the very 

ſpirit;of.tenderaefs.and charity, All its pre- 

ceptartentito ſoften and enlarge. the h 

Suldames however, as theſe RAN 

nn — 1 Neſe 
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mitid may be in 50 whicti Mas 6th Chr 
Jefus! SU The! i del WAR" Tefns 
CHA Wrodght,- to relle bd cht diſtreſfes of 
mitffkiffd, Are each of them an Kbüfidant 
vieofofthefiiiventy tente 6f BN heft. 
He Was no Tooner Telictted'td 'exert H ſa- 
ted power to heal the fick, than hib Word 
went förth And Healed the. Büt RP bur 
Hiftrudtidh ſeveral Particular ate t dfte. 
kent times recorded, that ſhew thelentet- 
HeBs'6f! the bleſſed Jeſus; which you ought to 
ou iy bel planted in your own reiſts. 
üs Bithe' death of Lazarus, we ldtesnot 
_ told, that he commanded him uch He 
the grave to life again —— 

— hg —.— 
— — wo 


— thè St whomOwel folfoW!? Bit 


JowouldheveerideÞ mere.” We melt have 


donedibefore Em whom vs vbuld: nr fm 


tüte Tewoald" indeed e HUFA bar 
Holy hbps; Aut He, n Höf Harn Wethe 
„eys f Efeu demH [iachbr se fle to 
Dab fs dend ar Harte) h td iful- 
neſt of time-againexevt ms ofex d potrer. 
and und fbrth frowqredbrimebafideath 
Ter mthoft#1Bat feethe!pordhe/s 
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chat attend this miracles . When feluslaw 


neſs. „Seeing the hauock that, ſim has m 
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of the mighty eſus. See what;a, cloud he 
throwsazaund the power le is geing tg e 
ert, leaſt it Mud gverwhe ln and conſound- 


- Qbferve the circumſtances 


« the ſiſter of Lazarus; weeping, and the Jews 
* alſo; weeping which came with her he 
| led.” 


and,.claſed not his heart to, the, griefs. f 
2 * 55 — = :{aid, rwhers; have ye 
? Jlaidebim.? unto him, Lord, 

and ſee. Jeſus wept : Thus was he ene 


with the miſeries of mortal man, MWhoſe ht 


thus. ends in darkneſs: wWhoſe. powers af 
every kind are thus diſtinguiſhed; in 


in thec werks, of the Almigbtys1 keing: the 
miſe nes. it has ſpread through the; whale 
creatiarhj: ſeeing in his comprehenſive vi 


all theſſageeſſive generations aß men periſ- 


ing by Aerlikg ſad / fate; fſeeing us chat nov 
livey ande that hall herenfterdi vv Alike tlie 
—— bfdeath-with the:depirted: Lazk- 


; - when de- f this heigroaned; and was 


— Hd wept= o Mel fen the imiſbries 
of — io hic he had unit ed him 


ſelf; 


gr ognecin the ſpi 
He cayght.the ſorrows of hofearund hüws. x 
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fel: and mad or er Ruy that ſwett und 
bleſfed GI, which is felt for the aMiftinns 
of others? Bythe ſims divitie pitit'wis he 
atiinited; when he raifed ts life the wic ty 
fo In generi! r 
n was dcknowledged; till the faith 
[had declared him to he the tape 
os (Leach. „He wed till they: wanteld Hen. 
Bis it” this "caſe he prevented: the fufſeror. 
He revetenced her forrows, and broke tire 
at reſtralgts to bleſs her. Obſervs h¹⁰ 
_ minitely thoſs' melancholy circumſtates 
are deſeribed, which thus tranſporte@ihe 
noly Jeſus: [When he came near ti the 
gate ef the city; behold ! there waz tdtad 
„% man carried ont, the only-ſon'of My mio 
* — - Was a Waden“ Obſerve 
ths miſeries of this uſllidted pet ami Bu had 
hberetsſore ift the; had ht protected 
her; on wlhoſe affection ſhe-hnd depenAed 
for peace and comforts This: natural - 
tectur ſhe had ad lofl; and had ny 
tod ſupply this loſti /a ſon hum froip/Gipin- 


fenchy be had fkarrch with the gentle neralar- | 


onefofia mother care. Hit bitheifpdoath 


bad tnacle.hing acted im hex eyes 32 an ywult 


have added much tothetawhich i general 
d admits 
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umits of m dite, ochq, tenderneſ of a 
mother far an da chüd, This child; he 
. ſaw,ithcaptures advancing , into manbegd, 
a alrnady arrived at that ſtate , when he 
Was to return with: filial piety the tender 
kindneſe he had received; when, hei ya 
3C the choicalt bleffings pf time 
6 the deckaingyeam of a fond, nate 
_. mother- In the opening bloom of; life is 
rent left to all the horrors of grief and de- 
pair. But the holy Jeſus had dixefiad bis 
ſteps to this houſe of mourning . Her. filent 
trouble, too great for utterance, moved the 
off: whe he ſaw her he had compaſſien on 
fene Hutried away, as it were, oby di- 
ine qpity. ha over : rules the laws of nattre 
0 gelieys her, and by his: divine power re- 
BBs qe dend to life, and reſtores. him to 
werbe man is limited, et do you culifvnte 
hachlaffad difphiitiod.whidh led tbrthis diſ- 
PHD f the divine powers Foley the bright 
Ieimpleshichhe bas leſe nu. s kearncto 
revchance the ſortombofocthers, and men- 
6 your qwo feelings. 
There 
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There is hardly à diſpoſition more calcu- 
lated for human comfort than this, now fo 
forcibly recommended by our Lord's exam- 
ple. Human life, in every condition, is ex- 
poſed to a thouſand troubles. All of thoſe 
about us have their ſorrows and afflitions ; 
there are ſeaſons in life, hen thoſe, Who 
may be called the happieſt, are ready to pe- 
Tiſh under the load of their diſtreſſes; while 
others, in outward circumſtances ſtill leſs 
favoured by heaven, drag on a life of ſuſ- 


fering, hardly interſperſed even with a few 


days of comfort. To alleviate this univer- 
ſal wretchedneſs, the goſpel calls upon * 


profeſſors to cultivate, with the utmoſt care, 


the diſpoſition of tenderneſs for others. It 
commands you to ſuppoſe yourſelves in their 
fityation, and to weep with thoſe that weep. 


It holds out to your view Jeſus Chriſt as your 
great pattern, not harſhly treating the af- 

flicted, but ſilently and reverently approach- 
ing them, and piouſly blending his tears 
with theirs. That hard auſterity, which af- 


fects to exalt itſelf above all ſenſibility, is 
not the diſpoſition calculated for a world of 


Do 


ſuffering; is not the ornament, but the ſad 
diſgrace, and loweſt deptavity of our nature. 
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Do vou contrariniſg treaſure, up mercy for 
yourſelves. againſt the day when mercy ſhall 
he wanted. Aﬀford pity to others, and you 
yourſelves ſhall. he pitied ; relieve, and vou 


ſhall, be relieved; comfort thoſe that now 
want it, and you yourſelves ſhall. be abun- 
dantly comforted by the God of all mercy, 
in that awful ſeaſon, the hour of death. 
when every earthly power muſt. fail you; 
and when the light of heaven alone can af- 
ford pgace and conſolation to your depart- 
ing; ſoul; going it knows not Where; to 
enter on it knawmꝛ not what. Let us now 
turn our eyes to the haly Jeſus in other in- 
ſtances, and let us ſee. him on different 
occaſions ere this ſame tenderneſs 
for ma When he came to preach 
his truths on e he came to deliver the 
leflans of eternal n to command thoſe 
precepts which lead to happineſs. Yet ſee 
with what gent{ene/s even this great work is 
dane; with what condeſcen/ion.to the weak- 
neſs of his hearers. He does not harſhly ſay, 
this is truth and muſt be heard. and muſt 
be received: this the will of God, and muſt 
be followed. He knows the, weakneſs of 
men; in doctrines, he knows. the force of 
Vol. I. G pre- 


098 SE MIND ON YE: 
-prejuditt bon dutietʒi the lay infiueidce 
rofiiewididbabitsiq He prhportiatiꝭ c hiniſeif. 
there fobe to their weakfteſs Whonrheris 
nuſhd noi he das not enjoim fuſting nd 
eiahſtinence to u diſciples} as the (phariſaes 
inte their: he informs them by ſewarn! 
Patabentab aflufions;! that even ibtiligeſs 
ound beictaugkt by degrees; that yob miſt 
qteverse any what they are aeget 
2UHablentor-perform: ' 'Fhe excellencorof 
lat is taught, is not barely t0jbeiattended 
tb, bubthe capacity of the diſdipl eto hear 
oahdrecebeit -H This he illuſtrates hyrſe tatal 
” ExpreffvEtthages, tid the tenderabefsraſqiis 
"Grd Condut ls recorded td compntb at. 
Here knen dgafn; followtheehamplooſiyoir 
Loft" fünft töche Wealkuelles of :òthers 
Opatfefltly © aria watt tm CbνMH ialdhe vn 
Bat, tes fitetd remoee wem et wour | 
ther chef fett ide O he miiyeceathe 
Abfeaftete Cock WhibhbehimnMitmpaonh, 
"Way extern; whe gave Mar His pe, 
HU PERhBmn ſi Tie pater ic hUH per- 
afctitarf THAY Thdwed” yor he H tonduct 
völlig Cafes wcherrſt U Naula- 
ritaf waited '4nformatiornrthe(tblytJefus 
* it; hen he brantecb vafſiſtundeiſ he 
N afforded 
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afforded ti gien did not plead tie errors 
ofthis FaithginurTthe corruption with which 
-hehadGefaceithitruths:iof;1Godg}-as an 
argument for with-bolding aſſiſtance from 
im Do hbu; faſhion yourſelves / on this 
ramptel afif your neighbour has, in your 
oopiiidn, corrupted the/truths af heaven by 
the doctrines he holds, ſtill do: him all the 
bod 5you > Cans Vour opinions are not 
more facred than thoſe} unering truths 
tüuglit by the Saviour of the dyorktl. yet he 
Water tld men could receive them. He 
Ade wot dazile them with dactrines too 
iplendid. with precepts too ſublime. He 
i&dthem:on by degrees waiting, till the 
pixitoo God enabled them to receive the 
truth of d. Po, you;tread; in his ſteps. 
Let tb errars f the church of Rome no 
way embitter your hearts againſt the mem- 
her of/it+; Recollect the force gf prejudice 
Jeng D, and the weakneſs of the. mind 
ohman im general. God. who, gave it but 
ſuch limited powers, will in nowiſe demand 
ne than hechas given. It is your bounden 
duty to ſhower down bleſſings upon them, 
1 bf; they»were not in error, A violence 
hishuſlead you to deny aſſiſtance to thoſe 
oho, | G 2 wha 
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hold him, till you become like him ; fo 


nal agg oder Ap 


ſhort ſufferings on earth condact you to 
thoſe immortal ſplendors, which nord. the 
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And when is diſciples James and Join ſaw 
this, they ſaid, Lord, wilt thou that we com- 
mand fire. t0,come down from heaven, and 
_ cofifume. them, even as Elias did? But he 
turned, and rebuked them, and ſaid, ye know 
not what, manner of ſpirit ye are of. For 
the Son of man is not come to ace men 
des, * to Some them, # 


Sue 0 UH; is the e; corruption of man- 

Kind, that, inſtead of bleffing, they ſeem 
to delight i in every opportunity of diſturb- 
ing the peace of their fellow-creatures. 
The whole world is one continued ſcene of 
cruel power, and ſuffering weakneſs. Hu- 
man. ſtrength and authority, whether it be 
great or whether it be ſmall, is commonly 
exerted v0 the ruin and plague of thoſe 
within its reach. So narrow and confined 
is the heart of man, that it hardly feels but 


for 
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for its on private adyantage: it ehe 
vüthim the cirele ofdelf, and laſer all tender: 
riefs and compaſſion wien it looks towards 
others. Herice-aviſes all that miſeny which 
diſturbs and diſorders public and private; 


Civil andb religious life] Tb this that often 


holes all the bonds of natthral alſedtiaft, n 


makes vabh dhan rage agaight bly néighhur. 
*Tix'this! tHat makes bs f ſevere ant unlorgv- | 


ing; und chat "raiſes every " triflitig: offence 
mo 4 crichet:xbt to be pardoned); Tis 
this that has many times unpeopled;; mighty 
nations; and that has ſhamefully/ made; a 
pure and facred- religion. the pretenee r 
the moſt vutrageous barbarities. Depravd 


and ſunk as human mature is. a nd frequently 


thirſting after the Blood of others, it;:9ut; 
fully covers over This aufntched "diſpoſition, 


with the fair diſguiſe of ⁊cal forreligipn and | 


truth. The cauſe of the moſt high! Gogiis 
repreſented. as in danger, and thę name af 
Jeſus Chriſt as wickediy oppoſed. Thusis 
heaven brought to countenanceithtiweath 
E man, and He who is all love and tender- 
neſs, is ĩmpiouſly n 


high, and delighting in thefſuffsring 
4 earth. Thus the foul and black be 
poſitions, 
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pbitivii; by which the heartdof man id 
are èbloured over and fanxctiſikcdꝰ. 

and are àuthoriſed to diſperſe death aud 
miſery through many a wretched counttye 
le mays bt firſt, perhaps, ſeem ſtrauge io 
mafiy, that man mould be ſo far corrupted 


45 w port with the miſery of chis(fellowo! , 


orentiutes; that he ſhould. he {ſo depravieds 
as th Near the cries and groams of his bud- 
thien ; and yet increaſe their aniſary and 
add to! their affliction. But dark as this 


repteſentation of nature is, it is yet! the 
truth We ſee an inſtance of it, in tſome 


degree, in the paſſage from hence I havg, 
txkenqthe words I have read to v. The 
young "diſciples of our Lord were! eager 
to vindioate their maſter's honour, and were 
_ ittipatient' to puniſhthe Samaritans, who 
had reflifed' to receive him into their houſes: . 
Littte/did they; at that time, unenlightened 
by the opel of peace, know the errand n 
| which lhe Sowof God was pleaſed: to come 
into rhis world. Anch as little do tie know 
oft ſtill, who would deſtroy or hurt: ment 
bodies to benefit their ſouls n τhj“, would 
thB'þlorious univerfdl Saviour of 
world as the deſtroyer of mankind. 
b And 
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And yet, alas how-fxequently.3s 
tothe great diſhonour of the chriſtian name, 


> 


zt9gilod 


tothe everlaſting; reproach. of thouſands, 


who thereby blaſpheme the adorahle name 
of God, I ook but into the chriftiap;warld 
with:the ſmalleſt degree of: attention iffęf 
there ho / one man treats angther. h 
all the/ yaious, kingdoms, of the rarthz Nad 
afterwards compare this conduct with the 
proceedings of bur blefſed Lard,nand;the 
truly obriftian-ſpirit, and you will then for 
bow wretchedly We haue apoſtatiſed,, nom 
the goſpel-trath;-how we have changed the 

heaxenly, ſpirit of love and meck ne, ante 
the hatefultemper of hitterneſs and arueſtyi 
what has been che hiſtory of almoſt guery 
age, but. .an/ account of YE 


torments inflified.;,and all Aas was. 


0 ſeruß then cauſe af che ſvoſt high God: 
ane ee 
oum o the ꝑoſpal purity: and 
ſuffered, none vb doubt. or call in qugfficn 
theſe human imaginatiom. The. (lives pt 
mane. baue been; audacigufty ; triſief axith, 


andithe very teachers deen 
* have waſhed their -garments o 


holineſs 
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[balineſs/it the blood ef thoſe; for whom 
th&ir heavenly Maſter vouchfufed to lay 
dcn his life. Church has betty ſet up 
ixaibft' church, and natiom put in battle 
_ atfy aglinſt nation. becauſe one denied a 
attic the other held. From the very 
teinples of the living God has been fourided 
forth this drabolical ſpirit of party religion; 
rebellion and murder. What has been 
univerfally heard of, but the church of 
Nome madly fighting againſt other churches; 
ud othet churches with little leſs fury 
oþþofiag her? Trifling doctrines and: t- 
fg f cant ceremonies have, ere now; turned 
töte Gf our own countries into fields of 
$1969, ard armed the hand of the child 
Ain bis parent! Inſtead of rooting out 
tie ferteneſs and barbarity of nature, we 
have thade religion à cloak for cruelty'of 
every. Kind. In ſhort, chriſtendom from 

dtd end, has been ſtained and pellütbdl 
Wall che blood: of chriſtians, "ſhed by the 
Baits of chriſtians. And in places and 
times Where this hateful ſpirit has not pro- 
cekded to blood, yet there has it many 
times viblated the peace of human ſociety, 


and 
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Ygtred/0 What animoſity,” what cbhtempt, 
hat unkindneſs does! chriſtian” frequently 
labour againſt chriſtian ꝰ ect nnd deno- 
minations are taught to brand each :othier 
ith marks of infamyf and to withibolt 
Achat ive und kindneſs which it digrothe | 
zeHiſttans indiſpenfible bufineſs tb i fHH 
fubroadon alb mankind. Names of reprbau 
haben hen invented to torment thohſanlls 
ho humble themſelves before their God: 
iandnifor ear the next generation ſhould 
come ndarer to the meekneſs/andTweetneſs 
of truo religiin? we take care too poiſon 
the minds of, infants with this veryrſamge 
cbitterneſs: with this filthy r harrowheſs 
of heart; that ſo malich and bhatred- hie- 
ternefs and cruelty may ſucteed: Fam 
generation to generation; even while the 
-wotld ſhall ſtand. Thus has the chriſtian 
tligion been miſrepreſented andi blackeried, 
Mlitst enemies have given dut] that it / fa- 
uta fows: diſcord and: feditioni amongſt 
err and roots out thoſe tender affections, 
anch adefn human nature, untl H bleſs 
mlankferd, The common profeſſors have, 
Aid trüb, elven but tos much reaſon 
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for this vile ealummy. For leck nos further 
than the lives of, chriſtians, and you N] ⁰οld 
think tenderneſs and humanity, were mot 
imtbei liſt of chriſtian graces. Vou Hud 
think dhe goſpel cloſed; the heart, putia 
ſword into the hand, and curſes into the 
mouth. How often have the lips, that 
ſhduld inculcate peace, ſdatteredi plagues - 
and dengeance through a eV. c and 
llared tb trifle with the eternal happineſs. of 
mankind, and horribly pronoinideithecſen- 
tence of everlaſting miſery om an immortal 
bd Tis: this corruption that chas given 
voddaß on to the enemies of Chrift: to iblxſ- 
eme that holy name, Wherehy iwe are 
ed rvr And, uat is much worſe; tis nom 
this that even chriſtians are led to think that 
they may be bitter and ſevere to their hre- 
thireri and hate thoſe hom they are bound 
. tofout; But to: ſat how the goſpel abhors 
this etched diſpoſition, and forbids eru- 
-eltyji thaugh but i in the loweſt andi ilꝑaſt | 
degree, let us daſt out eyes ſon the canduct 
and preuepts of our bleſſed Lord, whereby 
wblſhäll ſee how he himſelf aRed: towards 
.mankind; how he taught and commanded 
:thofe that followed him to * alſg. The 


Wi Son 


— 
* 
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Son of man came indeed not to deftroy 
men's lives, but to fave them. Ov 
with love and goodneſs, he came here 
among us, that he might give ftrength to 
them that were weak, peace to them that 
were diſturbed, and life to them that were 
dead. He came to ſcatter every blefling, 
light, life, and happineſs through the whole 
creation. He came not, as he juſtly might, 


cloathed in divine vengeance, and armed 


with all the inſtruments of juſtice ; he came, 
not as a guilty wicked world had reaſon to 


expect, to judge and to puniſni; but to pro- 


claim peace to them that were far off, and 
to them that were near, He came as the 
glorious, gracious, univerſal Saviour, as the 
angel of the covenant of love, He withed, 
and oh, may what He wiſhed be one day 
accompliſhed ! that none ſhould. die, but 
that all ſhould repent and live. He came 
among us, ta be to every man what every 
man ſhould want; to purge and purify the 


mind from tumultuous, ſordid paſſions ; to 


eſtabliſh an inward peace in the heart, 
that flouriſhes alike in outward proſperity 
and adverſity; to take away the ſting of 


death, and to open again the gates of the 
pa radiſe 


SIE RWON VII. "ma 
Andie of Gd? No Words Cin pant the 
FraebUs: ( mefeffül end of HEL fel Ration, 
— deſttibethe love that exceed AIHbOdds. 
Ave can ſay, to give an idea of this bie 
e aeted Chirity is, that be cali Yo 
— earth into heaven, allt“ bn 0 
Hof God. And look à litt ar 
and dee, how he was pleaſe to Cd 
Amiigfelf here on earth; hen die Caffe 
seo fn pliſt this bleſſed' püfpofk, nb great 
and Tavurite plan of heal Perkel "GUY. 
Reach He railed not at ſiniiets, nor 1 
ſutec over thoſe that were 3 — 
vakled' not for vengeance on th 
* — tolthem the 6 ET 4 
ee. efe vet he faw | 
lle lamented over an = 
va töcdeſttäy ith) as à man over his friend 
und he ſighed; and groaned, and wept,'ts 
les the wretehed lot of man FR 
möôurned over Lazarus dead and Büffel. | 
HB Uafpilc#" mot the loweff öf mull. 
fidri between the nich 2 
pospfbertpeen the noble and ignbbſe. As 
tue Ritaighty kad, from tlie ctedtion of the 
Morld made bis fun to riſt on the evil and 
olthe good; us he had ſent his rain from” 
Vol, I. H heaven 
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heaven on the juſt and unjuſt; ſo did this 


his Son purſue, with love and goodneſs, the 
vileſt and moſt abandoned ſinners. His 
ears were open to all that cried for help, 
and it was his meat and drink to baniſh 
mifery from among the children of men. 
For them he lived a life of poverty and 
ſhame, of pain and wretchedneſs, and died 
like the vileſt malefactor: for them he 
breathed his laſt moſt glorious wiſh, Father 


forgive them, for they know not what they 


do: for them too he roſe again from the 
dead; aſcended into heaven; and now in- 
tercedeth at the throne of grace for us, 
and for all mankind. Judge now, I pray 


you, whether the Son of man did not come 
to fave men's lives, and not to deſtroy them; 


and judge too, whether that man knows 


what manner of ſpirit he is of, who would 


deſtroy or hurt thoſe lives, that Chriſt thus 


came to ſave, Chriſtians muſt be directed, 


or they are no chriſtians, by the ſame ſpirit 
of mercy and goodneſs; df love and gentle- 
neſs, which reigned and tuled in Chriſt. 
Vou muſt, in all your thoughts, words, and 
works, carry on the great deſign of ſaving 
mens lives, and making them happy. This 


18 


SERMON VII. 115 
is the one great end for which the Son of 
God came into the world; and it is that 
which he now gives in charge to all his 
faithful followers, to promote with all their 
ſtrength and all their might. Every injury 
that can be committed. againſt yourſelves 
you mult forgive and overlook. Let none 
of thoſe for whom Chrift died be hurt by 
you; for this would be to fight openly 
- againſt heaven, and to oppoſe the divine 
counſels. Forgive, juſt as you yourſelves 
hope to be forgiven; and harbour no evil 
in your thoughts againſt them. whom the 
laws of God command you to embrace with 
tenderneſs. And as you are thus to root 
out all” bitterneſs and cruelty for injuries 
done to yourſelves, fo. muſt you take care 
not to cover over your want of love and 
charity, under the ſpecious pretence of care 
for religion, and zeal for the glory of God. 
Doubt not but the Almighty can vindicate 
his own cauſe; He needs not your aſſiſt- 
ance, nor will He have it. You are too 
much blinded by prejudice and paſſion, are 
too weak and ignorant, to be fit judges on 
ſuch occaſions. Your buſineſs is, to love 
your neighbour as yourſelf, be he of this or 
Be? EM He2. that 


116 SERMON VII. 
that communion; not to entertain hard or 
cruel thoughts concerning him, but to do 
him alf the good you can, and to leave him 
and his errors, whatever they are, to that 
good and upright Judge, who ſeeth and 
knoweth the heart. Charity is the genuine 
principle, the only director of the chriſtian's 
mind. Like his heavenly Maſter, he for- 
gives all that want forgiveneſs ; he from his 
heart pities thoſe that are the objects of 
compaſſion, and diſperſes bleſſings, as far as 
the weakneſs of his nature will permit.— 
Look now into your own hearts, and ſee 
how far they are poſſeſſed by this ſpirit of 
chriſtian love. All bitterneſs and diſlike 
isthe work of corrupt nature, not of grace. 
It is the ſourneſs of your own tempers, 
though you may perhaps call it chriſtian 
zeal, But be aſſured it has nothing to do 
with chriſtianity. For this is meek, loving, 
and compaſſionate ; doing good to all within 
its power; wiſhing good to all that live. 
If it be your lot then, to be placed among 
thoſe who, in your opinion, corrupt the 
truth of God by their doctrines, ſhew to 
them all love and tenderneſs, or you will 


; much more fatally corfiipt it by your prac- 
tice. 
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tice. Remember the great end of the cre- 
ation is and can only be, to bleſs mankind ; 
let not then religion be ſo far profaned, and 
turned away from its great intention, as to 
be made the cauſe of their miſery. But let 
it evermore be your buſineſs, as it is now 
your wiſdom, and will one day be your hap- 
pineſs, to make the goſpel of Chriſt, accord- 
ing to the angel's prediction, promote the 
glory of God in the higheſt, and on earth 
peace, good will towards men. 
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Peter ſaid unto him, though 1 ſhould die with 
thee, yet will I not deny tee. 


TT has in- all ages 8 a 8 1 


to inſtruct by example. A method well 


calculated to animate thoſe. precepts, which 
are meant to convey wiſdam and know- 
ledge, When divine virtues are diſplayed 
in the actions of one, who bears qur own 
nature, we feel ourſelves incited to run after 


him whom we admire; and to regulate our 
own conduct by an example, which warms 


us, while we contemplate it! The abſtract 
notions of what is right may releaſe us, 


but diſcouragements therefrom occurring. 


we are apt ta conclude, that ſuch ſublime 
ſpeculations are hardly fitted for practice. 
Our lofty ideas vaniſn before ſubſtantial 
temptatjons; and comforting ourſelves with 

equal weakneſſes in thoſe, amongſt wham we 


live, 
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live, we fit down contented with the want 
of every grace; without the exerciſe of any 
virtue, which our ſtation requires. But 
when example is held out to us, when we 


ſee one like ourſelves riſing ſuperior to the 


weakneſſes of others, we then feel that vir- 
tue is made for action; and we are aſhamed 
to plead the force of thoſe temptations, 


which others have withſtood. Saints were 
made ſo from ſinners; they had paſſions 


like yours to oppoſe; they had likewiſe 


graces, ſuch as you want, to acquire. The 
virtues which ſhone in them were no more 


natural to them, than they are to you. 
They had pride like yours to pluck up, 
before they could become humble; they 
had a love of the world, equal to that which 
poſſeſſes you, to root out, before they could 


devote themſelves to God. In a word, 


whatever you are they were before their 


converſion ; till the eternal ſpirit, . which 


offers to teach you and is rejected, was 
accepted by them, and led them into that 


way of righteouſneſs and peace. — And as 


good examples do thus incite us to their 
imitation, bad ones offer us an equal ad- 
yantage, though of another kind, by ſhew- 

ing 
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ing us the conſequence of what is evil. They 
make futurity in a manner preſent to us; 
and when they ſhew us how woefully others 
have ſuffered by forſaking God, they ſhew 
us our own miſery if we do not repent; 
for the decree of heaven is unalterable 
againſt the finner, and equal vices muſt 
from-the impartial hand of God bring down 
equal puniſhments.—Much might be offered 
to your confideration on this ſubject with 
good profit; but at preſent I turn myſelf 
from general reflections to the particular 
inſtance in my text. The condud of that 
eminent ſaint and ſervant of God ſtands 
forth as a conſpicuous warning to every age. 
It affords matter of abundant inſtruction 
to the different conditions of thoſe, that 
hear me this day. It is an awful warning 
to thoſe who think they ſtand, to take 
heed leaſt they fall. It ſhews in ſtrongeſt 
colours, the weakneſs of human nature; 


and proclaims to us, that our ſafety confiſts 
only in kumility. To the inhabitants of this 


houſe it affords much ſolid conſolation. It 
ſhews theſe wretched finners, (what they 
have themſelvesexperienced,) that their God 
and Saviour is merciful even to crimes of 


the 
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the blackeſt guilt; it ſhews them that true 


repentance reftores the finner to God; 


that the tears of godly ſorrow are accepted 


by heaven ; and that profane apoſtates may 
in the end become teachers of everlaſting 
righteouſneſs. I ſhall therefore throw to- 
gether ſome conſiderations on the conduct 
of Peter, in theſe laſt ſufferings of his and 


our Redeemer ; ſufferings which at all times 


demand your moſt ſerious attention; but 
which at this ſeaſon, when thoſe holy ſuffer- 


ings were ſuſtained for our ſakes, ſeem to 


claim a more peculiar attention. AndI 
hope that the example of this celebrated 
apoſtle may inſtruct you even here, in this 
dark ſcene of cowardice and ingratitude, as 
well as in the brighteſt diſplay of his un- 
ſhaken fortitude, and holy love. The firſt 
thing that offers itſelf to our thoughts, on 
this ſubject, is the tender warning his Maſter 
gave him of his approaching danger. ** Jeſus 
++ ſaid unto him, verily I ſay unto thee, 
« that this night before the crock crow, thou 
« ſhalt deny me thrice.” A warning, one 
ſhould think, ſufficient to have alarmed, and 
to have ſecured him! And equal warning 


es the teacher of mankind ſtill commu- 
nicate 
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nicate to his creatures. By his ſecret, but 
mighty influences on your ſouls, unknown 
to all but yourſelves, does he impreſs upon 
your minds, from time to time, the danger 
of your conduct. His admonitions to you 
are as plain as thoſe to Peter. Diſguiſed 
in Galilee in the form of a ſervant, or 
ſeated in majeſty by the eternal throne of 
God, he is ſtill the ſame guide of human 
ſouls ; he ſtill points: out the way that leads 
to happineſs. Crimes. great and terrible 
are not committed without inward horror ; 
without again and again ſtifling the motions 
of the eternal ſpirit within us. He diſturbs 
you with apprehenfions; he diſtracts you 
with fears and terrors. Againſt crimes 
great and ſmall the Almighty within you 
remonſtrates; and warns you not to ruſh 
on miſery with your eyes open. Againſt 
| theſe awful admonitions, and merciful 
warnings of the Almighty, have you inhabi- 
tants of this houſe grievouſly tranſgreſſed. 
Though you have ventured on from vice to 
vice, and have advanced with boldneſs in 
the paths of iniquity, yet againſt what in- 
ward convictions have you offended? The 
terrors of the Lord have again and again 
alarmed 
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for man, You are not wiſe in confidence, 
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alarmed your inmoſt ſouls; and you have 
been made to tremble for the dangers that 
threatened you, when the ſhocking miſeries 
of wretched ſinners, like yourſelves, have 
offered themſelves as horrible examples of 
divine vengeance againſt - the crimes that 
ſolicited you. But with difficulty does man 
learn wiſdom. Hardly is he reſtrained from 


following the ſuggeſtions of his different 


paſſions, however ſolemnly warned againſt 


them. Thus it fared with Peter. All the 


uſe he made of his Lord's admonition was 
to boaſt of his own ſtrength : ** Peter ſaid 
+ unto him, though I ſhould die with thee, 
yet will I not deny thee.” The repeated 
evidences which our Lord had given of his 
divine miſſion ; the miracles which he had 
performed, equal proofs of his unbounded 


mercy, as well as of his mighty power ; the 


ſublime and exalted truths which he had 
brought down from heaven, to enlighten 
bis diſciples; all this heavenly blaze of 
glory, which -ſurrounded the holy Jeſus ; 
all this perſuaded Peter, that it was impoſ- 
fible:to deny ſo good and gracious a Lord. 

But ever remember, that ſecurity i is not fit 


but 
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but in humility and fear. How often have 
we ſeen the faireſt ſoul, in proceſs of time, 
ſtained with the fouleſt corruptions; and 
the pureſt mind polluted with the moſt 
tremendous crimes? What has happened 
to others may alſo happen to you. Many 
have become the ſcorn-and contempt of 
mankind, . who once were as remote from 
the vices that deſtroyed them as you are; 
whoonce thought themſelves as ſecure as you 
do. Of the repentant finners that have fled 
to this houſe of mercy for refuge, divers of 
them once thought themſelves infinitely 
ſuperior. to the offences they afterwards 
committed. They would once have trem- 
bled; if they had been told, that they were 
to plunge into-the depravities, which have 
ſince polluted . them. They would have 
thought it impoſſible, that they ſhould ſtain 
the honour of their families by the abomi- 
nation of their crimes; that they ſhould 
bring down the old age of their parents 
with ſorrow to the grave: and ho would 
ſome of theſe unhappy perſons have ſtarted, 
though an angel fram heaven had told 
them, that they ſhould openly break the 

oly marriage-vow, and ſhamefully violate 
11 the 
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the pureſt and moſt facred of this world's 
connections, with the ſcandal of their 
crimes. And yet all this has happened in 
its fulleſt and moſt unhappy extent, The 
innocence that once adorned them totally 
forſook them; the vices and miſeries, from 
which they once thought themſelves eter- 
nally removed, overwhelmed and ſunk 


them. But all crimes are common to all 


perſons. The feeds of every vice are in the 
breaft of every individual; and it is the 


mighty grace of the mighty God that fup- 


prefles them. Could any thing be lefs 


likely, than that the warm, the zealous 


Peter, ſhould deny the blefſed Jeſus? He 
thought his reſolution fo ſtrong, his faith fo 


unconquerable, that he put up no petition 


to heaven to fupport him. In his own 
ſtrength he went out; and in that ſtrength 


be fell. Abhorring the thoughts of re- 
nouncing his gracious maſter, he knew not 
the power of temptation ; he knew not the 


wretched weakneſs of human nature. He 
thought, like many of every age, that he 


could faſhion his conduct to his own will; 


that he could practiſe the virtue he admir- 


ed, and abſtain from the vice he abhorred. 


In 
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In this raſh confidence, this ſelf- truſting 
diſciple attended the holy Jeſus into the 
mournful garden; and amidſt thoſe myſtic, 
unſpeakable ſorrows which ſurrounded his 
Saviour's ſoul, when he bore the iniquities 
of all mankind, this fooliſh boaſter fell aſleep, 
When he ceaſed to watch, he was on the 
brink of ruin, When the officers indeed 
| ſeized his Lord, and were leading him to 
the tribunal where all the malice and power 
of iniquity were to be exerted, ſomething 
like zeal appeared in Peter; he drew his 
„ ſword, and, /mote the ſervant of the high 
«+ prieſt.” This was the warmth of mere 
nature; this was ſuch zeal as we have often 
heard of, and have often ſeen, God knows, 
in thoſe, who make loud pretenſions to 
faith in Chriſt. But the holy Jeſus is not 
to be defended by the ſword; nor his 
righteous goſpelof peace tobe recommended 
by ſuch unholy methods. The wrath of 
man is not called upon to promote the 
righteouſneſs of God; nor are his exalted 
truths to be profaned by terrifying men 
with outward ſufferings into an acknowledg- 
ment of them. He that formed the heart 


of man as it is, to Him muſt we leave the 
direction 
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direction of i it; his light alone can illumi- 
nate and guide it. Outrageous violence, 
even in the cauſe of truth, is no proof of 
fincerity of heart ; - for we have often ſeen 
theſe unnatural zealots ſpeedily departing 
from the faith they have profeſſed, and fo 
ill defended, when they themſelves have in 
_ their turn been called upon to follow their 
ſuffering Lord. 

Of this weakneſs Peter ſtands forth as an 
everlaſting example. Reſolved, no doubt, 
to ſacrifice his life with the Son of God, 
« he followed him into the palace of the 

high prieſt, and one came unto him, ſay- 
4 ing, thou alſo waſt with Jeſus of Galilee.” 
Now begins the trial. Jeſus of Galilee, who 
had ſo often exerted his power to over rule | 
the laws of nature, to deliver himſelf and 
his followers, ſeems now, from his mighty | 
| ſufferings i in the high prieſt's palace, to ſub- | 
mit himſelf and his diſciples to the fierceſt 
rage of his enemies. Peter ſees him ſpit 
upon, buffeted, and ſmote ; he ſees no diſ- . 
play of almighty power to reſcue him; he 1 
fees no angel haſtening from heaven to de- . 
liver him. The difciple is not above his . n 
aher; nor has he any right to expect an D 

9 exemption 


m4 * 
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exemption from the ſufferings inflicted on 


jim. He denied, therefore, before them 
„all, ſaying, I do not know the man.“ Sur- 
prifing, but common alteration ! When he 
was in no danger, he could embrace death; 
when it threatened him, he renounced his 
very integrity for life. But his weakneſs is 
{till more to be diſplayed. That his denial 
may not appear to be ſomething caſual, he is 
attacked again; another ſaw him and faid 
«+ unto-them that were there, this fellow 
© alfo was with Jeſus of Nazareth. And 
„again (from henceforth let none ever 
depend upon themſelves) *©* again he denied 
with an oath, I do not know the man.” 
To humble him yet more; to teach all man- 
kind mote forcibly how weak we are, others 
again attack him and ſay, Surely thou art 
one of them, for thy ſpeech bewrayeth 


_ 4 thee. Then” totally deſerted for that 


ſeaſon by the ſpirit of God; then, in that 
hour of darkneſs, began he to curſe and 
! yy 


to ſwear, ſaying, I know not the man! 
What! does he not know the merciful, the 


F holy Jeſus; whoſe life had been one conti- 


nued diſplay of goodneſs and tenderneſs? 
Does he not know him, who had borne with 
Vol. I. i} all 
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all the failings of his wayward diſciples, had 
graciouſly revealed to them the profound 
and ſolemn truths of eternity; and had ac- 
commodated his ſublime doctrines to their 
grofs undetſtandings? Does he not know 
Him, whom he had ſeen walking upon the 
fea iti the ſtrength of his might, and who 
ſtretched out his arm to ſave this finking 
apoſtate? Does he not know him, whom he 
had feen transfigured upon the holy mount, 
ſurrounded with the glories of eternity, that 
dazzled his mortal faculties ; and whom he 
had ſeen attended by the moſt diſtinguiſhed ' 
of the ſaints of God? Turn again and look 
at his holy fafferings ; look at thoſe ſtripes 
by which we are healed ; look at his inimi- 
table patience, by which he bears the blaſ- 
phemies of thoſe, who depend upon him, 
for the very breath they draw; look at the 
meek, the lowly Jefus, bearing all theſe 

mhiſeries, that all mankind may live; and, 
then fee, if thou doſt not know the man 
Neffect how of! the weakneſs of this ſer- 
vant of God, till you tremble for youtſelyes. 
; From what corruption can you ſuppoſe your- 
ſelves fecute, when Peter with oaths denied, 


rhat he Knew the holy Jeſus? Could any one, 
N in 
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in appearance, be farther from any crime, 
than he from this? Let fedr then for your- 
ſelves hereafter teach you tenderneſs for the 
failings of your brethren: Though you are 
clear at preſent from great and outwatd 
crimes, you may not be always ſo. Trea- 
ſure up merey againſt the ' time when you 
want it. - For the ſeverity of judgment you 
ſhew ſhall be abundantly repaid you; and 
the tears you cauſe others to ſhed, for your 
want of pity for their failings; ſhall certainly 
be atoned for by your own tears, ſhed in 
the bitterneſs of your own hearts. When- 
ever you turn your thoughts to this houſe 
of repentandè and godly ſorrow, you have 
the nobleſt opportunity of exetcifing this 
grand charactefiſtic of the chriſtian heart, 

„ tenderneſs towatds the failings of your 
% fellow-cteatures.” Here ate ſinners open 


and convicted; ſtained with pollutiotis the 
maoſt offenſive to putity of manners; tot- 


tering on the very brink of other, and per- 
haps greater crimes: whatever you may in 


your theroy urge in their favour, themſelves 
ſtand filent, and plead not their fad cauſe 


by argument, but by acknowledgment and 


tears. Here is a ſpacious field for yout cotti- 


; Bob paſſion. 
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paſſion. Here the truly chriſtian mind can 
exert all its mighty powers, by pleading in 
the behalf of theſe forlorn offenders, that 
-perhaps their inexperience ruined them ; 
that perhaps their credulity, in itſelf com- 
mendable, in its conſequences deſtructive, 
deftroyed them; that perhaps a combina- 
'tion' of circumſtances, powerful, . and far 
ſuperior to the weakneſs of human virtue, 
hurried them on (mercy had almoſt ſaid irre- 
ſiſtibly) to ruin and deſtruction, All this, 
and much more than this, will the enligh- 
tened diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt plead in favour 
even of theſe miſerable ſinners. ; For when 
you view their corruptions, the light of the 
goſpel will ſhew you; that you have but one 
ſecurity againſt all this miſery yourſelves, 


and that is the ſpirit of God abiding in your 


hearts, to teach and to purify you. If as 


yet you have it more than others, adore and 
praiſe him that gave it you; pray hourly 


that it may be continued to you, to pre- 
ſerve you from yourſelves; and ſhew that 


you have it, by the fruit it always produces 


in heaven and earth, by the tendereſt com- 
paſſion for every weakneſs, and every im- 
perfection of human creatures. 


Conſider 
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Conſider alſo how our Lord treated this 
great offender. He did not hurry him away 
in his complicated guilt ; or ſummon him 


quick to the judgment ſeat of God, to feel 


the almighty power of him whom he had 
offended. No; * the Lord,” even that 
Lord whom he had juſt ungratefully denied 
with horrid execrations, turned and look- 
*« ed upon Peter; looked with the eye of 
tenderneſs and compaſſion, only to melt his 
heart into contrition and ſoftneſs. Nay, as 
an everlaſtingencouragement to repentance, 
the holy Jeſus, according to his wonted good- 
neſs, ſhews more particular attention to 
Peter, _whoſe heart was wounded by his 
tranſgreſſion. For after his reſurrection, 
when the holy women are informed that he 
was riſen from the dead, they are ordered 
to carry the joyful news to his diſciples and 
to Peter: it is not ſufficient, that he hears it 
with the reſt ; a particular meſſage muſt be | 
ſent to him, who had ſinned, and was re- 
penting. The tears and forrows of ſinners 
are ever deemed ſacred in the fight of God, 
who accepts, as the higheſt offering, the ac- 
ceptable ſacrifice of a broken and a contrite 
heart, This mercy which he then ſhewed 

I 3 to 
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to Peter, he ſtill ſhews to us, that now live 
and tranſgreſs. He bears with our iniqui- 
ties, and waits for our repentance. He con- 
tinues his mercies, though we abuſe them, 
and ſhews by his forbearance towards every 
individual amongſt us, the truth of that doc- 
trine comfortable above every other, That 
«+ the God of all righteouſneſs delighteth 
not in the death of a finner.” | 
You particularly, that are now ſeeking the 
Lord in this houſe with prayers and tears, 
have till further proof, if poſſible, of this 
long-ſuffering of the Almighty, It is but 
lately that all your crimes were on you, and 
that you lived forgetful of the God of hea- 
ven and earth. It is but yeſterday, as it 
were, that your lips, which we now hear 
honouring Him, profaned His holy name ; 
that your hearts, which now we truſt adore 
Him, inſulted and defied His eternal Majeſty. 
The crimes, which now overwhelm you with 
ſhame and confuſion ; which now make you 
gladly embrace ſolitude and concealment ; 
it is but lately that you gloried in theſe 
. crimes, and made a boaſt of your eternal 
infamy. Never ceaſe then, ye penitents, 
to offer up your everlaſting praiſes to the 
| Almighty, 
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Almighty, who has afforded you this bleſſed 
ſpace of repentance; who did not hurry you 
away to his awful judgment-ſeat with all 
your erimes about you; but opened this holy 
houſe of devotion and mercy, where you 
may offer up yourſelves to the God of all 
goodneſs; where your prayers and tears 
may aſcend to heaven, and reconcile your 
gracious Father, whom your crimes had 
grievoully offended. 

And Jet all that now hear me look at 
the eminent ſaint, ' whoſe xample I have 
held out to you, till you earn how great 
crimes may give place to great virtues. He 
that once diſowned the þlefled Jeſus, after- 
wards preached his goſpel before threaten- 
ing kings and princes; and without fear 
daily offered up his life to him that had re- 
deemed it with his precious blood. Reflect 
on this, - and remember, that in a preſent 
ſinner may be contained a future faint ; 
that in a criminal you may bebold an angel. 
Wait with patience for this divine change, 
and paſs not cruel cenſure on thoſe tranſ- 
greſſors, whom a lively faith and a bitter 
repentance may perfectly reſtore to God, 
and open the kingdom of heaven to them 


as 
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as to you. The arm of the Lord is not 
ſhortened ; nor is the power of his almighty 
grace at all weakened. The human heart 
is ſtill ſubject to his holy operations: He can 
make even the finners of this houſe glorify 
his holy name ; and can render them bright 
examples of purity and devotion. - Let not 
their paſt offences exclude them from your 
pious hopes ; but caſt your eyes on the great 
examples, which the hiſtory of mankind 
affords; wherein you will ſee every wicked 
paſſion converted, by the ſacred power of 
God, into the moſt ſolid righteouſneſs. The 
ſame Magdalen, that in the days of our Lord 
offended by her vices, made, if poſſible, more 
than amends by the edification of her vir- 
tues. Theſe unhappy women have alſo 
begun the divine work, which their great 
fore- runner brought to its higheſt perfec- 
tion. They acknowledge and bewail their 
offences. They lament the guilt they have 
contracted; the domeſtic peace they have 
deſtroyed; and the ſhameful ſcandal they 
have cauſed. They dare not venture on 
your juſtice to pronounce ſentence upon 
them; they entreat that your mercy may 


draw a veil before them. 'And as this great 
; apoſtle's 
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apoſtle's tranſgreſſion and repentance pleads 
thus ſtrongly for mercy towards you that 
have ſinned, and are now ſorry for your 
ſins; ſo at the ſame time to what bitterneſs 
of repentance; to what a perfect change of 
life and manners does it call you! St. Peter 
laboured to exceed the other diſciples in 
righteouſneſs, in zeal, in humility. The 
ardour of chriſtian holineſs, though then 
burning in its greateſt warmth, was more 
eminently conſpicuous in this ſaint. So pro- 
found was his humility that tradition informs 
us, when crucifixion was appointed for his 
puniſhment, he entreated that he might be 
crucified with his head downwards; Judg- , 
ing himſelf utterly unworthy to die in the 
ſame manner with the holy Jeſus. As you 
likewie have outgone others in iniquity, ſo 
now you are called upon to exceed them in 
| holineſs. The ſaints of God are held forth 

for your imitation in holy ſcripture: there - 
you ſee that they arrived at peace and glory - 
by repentance unfeigned; by devotion ſin- 
cere and exalted; by humility ſolid and 
edifying. The path to eternal happineſs . 
which they gloriouſly trod, lies directly be- 


fore you; the gracious, merciful God, that 
guided 
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guided them, is ſtill as ready to direct your 
ſteps into the way that leads to life; and 
the angels that rejoiced over them, when 
they returned to God, are as ready to cele- 
brate your deliverance from ſin and miſery, 
and to proclaim with bleſſed tranſports of 
holy joy, through all the regions of eternal 
mercy, that you who were loſt are found, 
that you who were dead are alive again. 


SER 
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I, Co. xv. 23. 


Every man in his own order: Crit the fiſt 
fruits, afterward they that are Chriſt's at his 
coming. 


IHE glorious and triumphant reſurrection 
of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriſt, 
who is over all, God bleſſed for ever, is the 
gracious maniteſtation of divine goodneſs tg 
the ſons of men. Dark and uncertain as 
the ſtate of man is by nature, ignorant as 
we find ourſelves of all that is hereafter to 
come, the Chriſt of God is to us the joyful] 
ſun of righteouſneſs, that enlighteneth this 
land of darkneſs, and maketh the decrees 
of God to ſhine forth in all the ſplendor of 
heavenly love and mercy. Though we are 
born to mifery, as the ſparks fly upwards ; 
though we live but a ſhort ſpace, and that 
thick ſet with heavy troubles and fore afflic- 
| tion; 


140 SERMON XX. 

tion; though the day of human life ends in 
a night -of dreary darkneſs, and we are 
obliged to ſurrender our deareſt friends and 
our own body to the grave that is open to 
receive all mankind, yet till, in the midſt 
of judgment, hath the Lord remembered 
mercy; He hath ſoftened his heavieſt ſen- 
tence with the comforts of his holy promiſes. 
Though, for the rebellion of man, he defaced 
the beauty of his own works, overturned 
the univerſal order he had eſtabliſhed, and 
changed the paradiſe of God into a wild 
and barren wilderneſs; yet even in this 
land of ſorrow does the voice of mercy 
ſpeak, and comfort the hearts of the weary 
pilgrims. The triumph of our Redeemer 
over death and hell is the glorious diſplay 
of his almighty love, and when we ſee him 
aſcend into the higheſt heavens, and take 
poſſeſſion of the throne of glory, we know 
it is for our ſakes that he was born, that he 
lived on earth, that he died, that he roſe 
again, that he aſcended into heaven, In 
| the midſt of all our anxiety and all our fears, 
when we are trembling to think on the 
future diſpenſations of heaven, when the 


ſtate of death appears to us a ſtate of horrid 
darkneſs, 
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darkneſs, and we hardly know how to ſur- 
render ourſelves up to we know not what, 
to be tranſported we know not where, 
then with the eye of faith let us behold the 
victories of the Lord Jeſus, breaking the 
bands of death, burſting forth from the 
priſon of the grave, ranſoming our helpleſs 
nature, cloathing it with the glories and 
beauty of angels, and crying aloud to all 
the ſons of men, to all the children of mor- 


tality, whether they be alive, or whether 


they be dead, ** Juſt as I am, ſo ſhall ye be.” 
When man forſook the Lord his God, then 
did his Creator withdraw himſelf from the 
light of man, and with-held that bright and 
glorious light, which had before ſurrounded 
him, and directed his ſteps. From thence 
came pain and miſery, want and ſickneſs, 
diſcontent with all that was preſent, a fear- 
ful looking for, of all that was to come. 


The light of heaven was extinguiſhed, and 


this world became the wretched habitation 


of ſpirits wandering from the right way, of 


fouls plunged into miſery, and daily adding 
to their miſery. In ſorrow ſhalt thou eat 
of the fruit of the ground; duſt thou art, 
ang. unto duſt ſhalt thou return, was. the 

ſentence 
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ſentence paſt on rebellious man, which the 
arm of the Lord hath forely executed. If 
- we look no farther than the period of 
human life, it ſhould ſeem to be a ftate in 
which the God that is above placed us in 
his wrath, when he was ſore diſpleaſed for 
our offences againſt him. The days which 
are begun in helpleſs weakneſs are continued 
in much and various trouble, till they end 
in fear and trembling. To know whether 
what ſucceeds this ſtrange unintelligible 
ſtate be good or bad, to know how to avoid 
the one and obtain the other, all this is 
beyond the reach of human wiſdom to con- 
trive, or of human power to execute. The 
light that muſt here direct us, the ſitength 
that muſt here ſupport us, muſt all proceed 
_ from the father of light, and the God of all 
power. It is He that muſt ſhew us the end 
of his own works, that muſt reveal to us 
thoſe important ſecrets of a future ſtate. 
All we know. reacheth not beyond the 
grave, not can all the wit of man even con- 
jecture concerning that firſt moment when 
the eyes are cloſed in death. Here we 
muſt ſtop in filent fear, and bow our heads 
with lowly reverence before the great and 

mighty 
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mighty cauſe of our being. But he hath 
in mercy to his helpleſs creatures here re- 
lieved our diſtreſs. He hath graciouſly ſhewed 
us the end of His appointments, and hath in 
the brighteſt colours diſplayed His tender- 
neſs and mercy. In the Son of his love he 
hath ſhewed what He deſigns concerning 
human nature: this glorious Saviour is only 
the head of a company which no man can 
number; is only the firſt- born among many 
brethren ; is only the firſt- fruits of a future 
general and univerſal harveſt. By his re- 
ſurrection from the dead, he hath reſcued 
our nature, and entitled all that bear it to 
a joyful reſurrection to life everlaſting. As 
the firſt-fruits, in the typical ſervice of the 
Jews, were ſolemnly gathered from among 
the reſt of the harveſt, and carried to the 
temple with much religious joy, as an ear- 
neſt of afuture plentiful harveſt, which God 
would bring to perfection; ſo is this firſt- 


fruit of human nature, the body of our Re- 


deemer, the beginning of divine goodneſs, 
and the firſt diſcovery of that great and glo- 
rious victory, which he hath purpoſed in 
the fulneſs of time to obtain. By his reſur- 


rection we are taught to look at death with- 
out 
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out fear, and can refign'ourſelves to our laſt 
and fatal change without murmuring or 


diſcontent. Though we die, we die not 


without hope; though worms deſtroy this 
body, yet we rely on the adorable love, on 
the almighty power of our Redeemer, pray- 
ing and truſting that this corruptible may 
hereufter put on incorruption, that this 
mortal may hereafter put on immortality, 
Though we lie down in the duſt, and return 
no more to the place from whence we have 
_ departed ; though we are taken away from 
the fight and remembrance of men to lie 
down in the land where all things are for- 
gotten; yet when we behold our triumph- 
ant Lord rifing out of the darkneſs of death 
into the light of eternity; when we ſee him 
that was laid in the grave the ſon of man, 
coming forth the mighty, glorious Son of 
_ God; when we ſee the gates of heaven lift 
up their heads, and the everlaſting doors 
unfold themſelves, that he may enter upon 
light and life eternal, then do we joyfully 
worſhip this riſing Saviour, then can we walk 
through the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
and fear no evil, for death we ſee is but the 


entrance to life everlaſting, and the grave 
the 
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the bleſſed paſſage to the kingdom of hea- 
ven. That voice, which gave life and beau- 
ty to our Redeemer's body, will again be 
heard from the clouds of heaven, when all 
that are in their graves ſhall come forth and 
live. Thoſe angels, which attended our 
vidorious Lord, ſhall hereafter ſee our life- 
lefs bodies riſe up in heavenly beauty, and 
ſhall adore with loudeſt praiſes, that mighty, 
glorious God, who hath thus been able to 
ſubdue all things to himſelf. Thoſe gates of 
heaven, which once unfolded themſelves to 
admit the Lord of Life, ſhall hereafter be 
opened wide to receive that bleſſed, innu- 
merable train, which hath been waſhed in 
the blood of the Lamb of God, which hath 
been rendered beautiful by the beauty which 
he himſelf hath given them. But every man 
in his own order; the appointments of hea- 
ven are to be executed when and how the 
Almighty pleaſeth. We muſt wait with pious 
patience and holy reſignation, for that bleſ- 
ſed moment which will finiſh all our trou- 
bles, and put an end to all our ſorrows. The 
courſe that is given us to finiſh, we muſt 
hniſh with perfect ſubmiſſion to His holy 
will. The glorious ſtate to which we are 

Val. I. 3h * - here- 
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hereafter appointed is, in the mean time, a 
comfort in the ſoreſt trials, and in the deep- 
eſt diſtreſs, Yet a little time, and our fears 
will be removed, our ignorance diſpelled, 
our paſſions quieted, and pain and fickneſs 
will be known no more. Our life on earth 
will lead to eternal glory in heaven; and 
though afflitions may ſurround us, yet, let 
us ſteadfaſtly look on the Lord Jeſus, who 
ſuffered and ſorrowed as never man did, 
and we ſhall then' fee the gracious meaning 
of the myſteries of God, who hath for a time 
withdrawn himſelf from our fight, but hath 
in the end appointed to man a reſt from all 
his labours. As Chriſt himſelf hath riſen 
from the dead, ſo ſhall they that are Chriſt's, 
that are totally devoted to him, riſe from 
the grave victorious over mortality and cor- 
ruption, when the Son of man fhall hereaf- 
ter come in the clouds of heaven, with power 
and great glory, But in order to ſhare in 
his victory, and to partake of his glories, it 
will not be enough to be called by his name, 
and to ſerve him with an outward ſervice. 
Thoſe only are Chriſt's and heirs of the pro- 
miſes he has made, who are conformed to 
the «ON of his * and worſhip him in 

ſpirit 
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ſpirit atid in truth. Theſe are the ſons of 
immortality, theſe the ſouls whom Chriſt at 
his ſecond coming is to exalt to life everlaſt- 
ing, Barely to worſhip him without a change 
and renewal of the heart, is to mock him 
with a ſervice moſt hateful, and to deceive 
your own ſouls. Thoſe that are to follow 
him into the higheſt heaven, muſt follow 
him here on earth. The ſame mind which 
was in Chriſt muſt be alſo in chriſtians. His 
bumility muſt baniſh pride and haughtineſs 
from your heart. When ambition tempts 
and diſtracts your foul, remember the hum- 
ble ſtate of the lowly Jeſus, who had not 
where to lay his head. When you are led 
to inſult or deſpiſe the wretched poverty of 
your fellow-creatures, behold the Saviour of 
the world poor as they were; hear him 
crying from heaven, theſe are they whom 
my hands have formed, whom my ſpirit ſup- 
porteth, whom my blood hath purified, theſe 
are my brethren. If you are Chriſt's, in 
all things, and at all times, the humble ſpirit 
of Chriſt will mould and faſhion the inmoſt 
thoughts and affections of your hearts. —His 
charity muſt alſo fill you full of heavenly love 


and goodneſs, His only buſineſs was to 
K 2 bleſs. 
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bleſs mankind, and if you are his diſciples, 
your thoughts, words, and works will all pro- 
mote the happineſs of thoſe with whom you 
are concerned. What right can we have 
to uſe the name of Chriſt, or to expect to 
riſe with him hereafter to eternal glory, 
' whoſe only buſineſs it is to perplex and diſ- 
treſs mankind? Chriſtianity is love unfeign- 
ed, is charity unbounded : where it truly 
is, that hand doth no evil, that tongue ſpeak- 
eth no evil, that heart thinketh no evil. 
Where hardneſs and unkindneſs dwelleth, 
there dwelleth none of the ſpirit of Chriſt, 
there is none of that earneſt of future hap- 
pineſs, which they ſhall be ſummoned to by 
the angels of God, who have been led by 
the good and tender ſpirit that ruled in 
Chriſt. — Whatever things have ſhone in 
him, muſt alſo ſhine in you, if you hope to 
ſhare in that glory which filleth the heaven 
above. To thoſe that have here on earth 
lived as the Lord Jeſus himſelf did, ſhall he 
afterwards appear as the great deliverer, as 
the almighty Saviour. Examine yourſelves 
then and ſee, whether you are of the num- 
ber of thoſe for whom Chriſt purchaſed life, 


and immortality. See whether you have 
n the 
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the meeknels, the humility, the charity, the 
patience of the bleſſed Jeſus. This is a 
ſurer ſign that you belong to him, than any 
of thoſe deluſions, which make men run 
from one denomination of chriſtians to 
another, as if Chriſt was to be found here 
or there, The only place on earth in 
which he dwells,is in an humble and a con- 
trite heart, where he ſubdueth all things to 
himſelf, where he driveth away the corrup- 
tion of nature, and reneweth that glorious 
image of himſelf, in which man was originally 
created. If you hope then to be like Chriſt 
in heaven, be like him on earth : then, 
after the few days of this ſhort and painful 
life are over, ſhall you enter on the glorious 
ſabbath, and the everlaſting joys of God. 
The reſurrection and aſcenſion of Chriſt 
you may then contemplate with joy and 
thankfulneſs, for his reſurrection hath taken 
away the ſting of death from you, his aſcen- 
ſion hath opened the gates of heaven for 


your admittance, 
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Lo kE xvii. 27. 


If any man take not up his croſs and follow me, 
he cannot be my diſciple. 


N the holy ſcriptures we contemplate the 
Son of God both in his ſufferingand tri- 
umphant ſtate. We firſt ſee him in his pain- 
ful agonies for the fins ofmen ; we behold the 
Lambof God, in whom was no guile, loaded 
with all the contumelies which an enraged 
multitude could invent ; dragged from bar 
to bar, expoſed to all the abuſe and cruelty 
of unbridled bigotry ; - quietly ſuffering re- 
proach and pain, committing his holy caufe 
to him who judgeth righteoufly. We lee 
the angel of the eternal covenant of peace 
ſinking under the cruelty of thoſe for whoſe 
ſalvation he was born; we ſee the horrors 
to which his human nature was ſubject, but 
we find not one eye to pity him. We fee 
him aſcending the bitter mount, and ſtretch- 
ed out upon the facred croſs, breathing forth 
his 
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his tortured ſoul, under ſuch agonies as rent 


the ſolid rocks,” and convulſed the whole 
frame of nature. Out of all this we. ſee 
him riſing victorious, and aſcending from 
the grave into the higheſt heavens; we ſee 
the chains of death burſt aſunder on the 
morning of the reſurrection, and all the 
powers of the grave defeated. How glorious 
and reſplendent did our deſpiſed Saviour 
appear, when he came out of the ſepulchre 

freed from the garments of mortality, and 
adorned for the manſions of eternity! How 
did the angels bow before him, and worſhip 


him with their louded ſongs for the glorious 
ſalvation he had finiſhed, for the univerſal 


redemption he had ſo divinely accompliſh- 
ed! All the ſons of God ſhouted: for joy at 
this ſecond creation as they had done at the 
firſt; for they now ſaw, tho' at a diſtance, 
a bleſſed moment when evil ſhould be no 
more, but all ſhould be peace, and joy, and 
praiſe. All this we ſee by the enlightened 
eye of faith, and we defire, O holy Jeſus, 
for theſe and all thy works of mercy, to re- 
verence and adore thee through all the diſ- 
tant periods of eternity! How unbounded 


was thy loye which moved thee to ſuch great 
| and 
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and painful undertakings! Theſe thy works 
of redemption are too high #nd ſublime for 
man Fully to comprehend, till the faculties 
of his ſoul are enlarged, and he is become 
an angel of God. But in the mean time we 
defire, O righteous Saviour, to bleſs and 
praiſe thy divine love from day to day as far 
as we are able: we wiſh to behold thy croſs, 
and all thy painful agonies, till we are con- 
formed to thy bleſſed image, the power of 
thy reſurrection, and loſt in the unfathom- 
able ocean of thy goodneſs ! It is no uncom- 
mon fight to ſee man much affected with 
the account of our Lord's ſufferings ; 
they were ſo exquiſite, that we need but 
repeat them to move your compaſſion : and 
when 'this is done, you think the work is 
over; you believe you have ſympathiſed 
with your crucified Lord, and conclude that 
to you are the promiſes made, and that 
your's is the kingdom of heaven. But if this 
is all, (as alas, it generally is!) the work is 
ſo far from being finiſhed, that it is not yet 
begun. You are all of you called to higher 
things; hear what our dying Lord ſays to you, 
and to all the ſons of men, as he is hanging 


upon the croſs, If any man take not up 
66 his 
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4 his croſs and follow me, he cannot be my 
_ «+ diſciple.” Here you have the terms. ſet 


before you; theſe are the conditions pro- 
claimed through earth and heaven: chooſe 
you then whether you will, a life of carnal 
eaſe, and brutal ſloth, the crowded high- 


way of the world, the way that leads to 


pleaſures, riches, and honours; or the 
rough and narrow way that leads to life 
eternal, in which the Son of God ſuffered 
and died; and wherein all muſt ſuffer and 
die, that walk to the land of everlaſting reſt. 
Here is life and death ſet before you, chooſe 
you whether you will; but oh, may the 
Lord of mercy direct you in your choice; 
that you may have the wiſdom to prefer 
the divine life of eternity, before the periſh- 
ing life of this dark apoſtate ſtate. | 
That you may know how you are to take 
up the croſs, I ſhall ſhew you what it is to 


| ſuffer and be crucified with the Son of God, 
without which we ſee there can be no en- 


joying the kingdom of heaven. Now do 
not imagine that you are called to be out- 
wardly crucified, or that you are always to 
undergo outward ſufferings, and pains to 

torment 
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torment the body: and do not think, which 
you are very apt to do, that becauſe there 
is no outward perſecution, no call to give up 
our lives for our heavenly religion, that 
therefore the croſs of Chriſt is ceaſed, . and 
we are not now called upon to be crucified 
with him. Whoever thinks thus, is not 
even a babe in. Chriſt; he knows no more 
of the ſpirit and life of the goſpel, than if he 
was buried in Turkiſh or Pagan darkneſs, 
For from the fall of Adam to the laſt uni- 
verſal reſtoration of degraded nature, the 
language of the Son of God is this, If 
thou doſt not die with me, then doſt 
thou deny me.” Look back upon 
the fall of man in paradiſe, and you will 
then underſtand what it is to ſuffer and be 
crucified with Chriſt. When men there 
forſook the living God, they fell from their 
heavenly and ſpiritual nature into an 
_ earthly life, where all was miſery and con- 
fafion. At firſt mankind lived in heaven, 
the paradiſe of God was their exalted abode; 
and it was their only employment to behold 
and praife the all- perfect, adorable Jehovah, 
whoſe nature is the centre of all perfections, 
who is the root of eternity, and whoſe 

glories, 
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glories, ever ſpringing up in boundleſs 


beauties, were the light and life of tempo- 
rary and eternal nature. But unhappy 
man turned away from this ſacred fountain, 
to drink at the bitter and corrupted 
ſtreams, which his wanton imagination had 
prompted him to hunt after; he fell from 
God, and ſhut himſelf out of the paradiſe 
of the ſpiritual and heavenly life, and was 
placed in the world we now live in, where 
we wander in darkneſs and ſtupid folly, not 


knowing whither the next ſtep will lead us. 


Behold us now, ye angels of God, and ſee 
how miſerably far we are fallen from our 
morning brightneſs! We were once, like 
you, placed near the eternal throne, where 
we beheld the brighteſt glories of the God- 
head ; we had once, like you, our golden 
harps to ſound forth Jehovah's praiſe ; we 
once freely ranged with you in the ſplendid 
courts of heaven, and have often been in 


the ſame circle, when we veiled our faces 


before the King of kings and Lord of 
lords, to worſhip him in awful and ſacred 


filence, Behold us now, ye angels of God, 
and ſee how fin has changed. us! Look 
down from your ſeats of glory, and ſee it 


you 
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you can diſcover in us any remains of your 
own greatneſs, any ſpark of that ſacred fire 
of divine love, which once burned in our 
breaſts. Good God! look down in pity 
upon us, or we are loſt. - For how ſhall we 
rend the veil that ſeparates earth from hea- 
ven ; how ſhall we take out the ſting of the 
grave, and change death into life? By 
what means ſhall we cloath our fouls again 
with the divine nature, or how ſhall we 
drop this grievous burden of fleſh and 
blood, which cannot enter into the pure 
and immaculate kingdom of God? See 
now the goodneſs of the Lord our Saviour 
in this our diſtreſs! He becomes our Re- 
deemer and full deliverer. He takes our 
nature upon him, and by virtue of that 
union he is in every ſoul a principle of that 
eternal life which man had in paradiſe. 

As we died to God and happineſs, when 


we fell from our firſt ſtate into this lower 


world, there was no way of reſtoring us 
again but by giving us that life which we 
had loſt. The Chriſt of God immediately 
became this life; he is the reſurrection 
and the life; he raiſes up in us the divine 


nature, which mortifies and crucifies our 
corrupt 
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corrupt natural part, which brings the joys | 


nnd beauties of heaven into this earthen 


veſſel; and is a real redemption from all the 
miſeries of time and eternity. Here then 
you may learn how you are to take up the 
ſame croſs which Chriſt has borne. For as 
you are fallen from God both in body and 
foul, and are placed in a world which is at 
enmity with God, there is no ſalvation but 
in your having your hte above this, even a 
life which comes from God himſelf; Now 
when this life begins to act in you, it draws 
you to God; being from heaven, it is pure, 
and mortifies your earthly affections, by not 
permitting you to run after thoſe things 
which the world can offer you. It unites 
you with God your Saviour, and all the 
company of heaven, even while you are in 
this world, for which reaſon you are drawn 
off from trifles, that you may enjoy the 
communication of this blefſed ſociety. This: 
then is the croſs of a chriſtian; though he 
be placed in a ſtate, which offers baits to 
all his ſenſes, and though his corrupt nature 
drives him on to gratify his brutal animal 
paſſions, yet knowing that none but his 
redeeming God is lovely, he refuſes to com- 
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ply with the ſolicitations of fleſh and blood, 
and defires rather to ſuffer all the pain of 
ſuch a mortification, than to leave the en- 
joyment of that holy and bleſſed God whom 
his ſoul loves. Look now into yourſelves 
and fee, whether a true chriftian has not a 
daily croſs to carry: you ſee yourſelves 
fond of this worldly thing, and eagerly pur- 
ſuing that: the true chriſtian has like paſ- 
fions with you, but Jeſus Chriſt dwelling 
in his heart, draws him from fuch mean 
gratifications, and will not fuffer him to 
obſcure his heavenly lite, by running again 
into theſe earthly vanittes. Heaven is 
opened in the ſoul of a true chriſtian, he 
muſt therefore bid an eternal farewell to 
the world and the things thereof. Judge 
from what you feel yourfelves, whether this 
be not to die daily? Look into yourſelves 
too for another purpoſe, and fee whether 
you do daily take up the croſs of Chriſt and 
follow him ; whether you are daily crucified 
to the world, that you may live to God? 
| If you are not, your religion is all a ſolemn 
mockery; it pretends to be ſomething, but 
it is all an abomination in the fight of God. 
He will have the whole heart, and will not 
ſuffer 


we may behold that ſacred love which knew 
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ſuffer any thing to be there but himſelf; if 
earthly affections are not therefore daily 
ſubdued, we pollute the temple of the liv- 
ing God, and make our Father's houſe a den 
of thieves. Judge now, each of you, for 
yourſelves, whether you be a diſciple of 
Chriſt. ' One of you perhaps, may ſay, I am 
of the church of Rome, and therefore am 
ſafe ; another of you may cry, I am of that 
reformed church whoſe diſcipline and doc- 
trines are pure and unmixed; and a third 
probably may reply, that he is ſtill nearer 
perfection, being united with a choſen band 
who are. ſtill farther advanced in divine 
knowledge, and are ſtill more reformed than 
others. All theſe are falſe and deceitful 
pleas; and if your hearts are not ſo full of 


divine love, as to make you renounce the 


world and all its painted trifles, you are ſo 
far from being the favourites of the Lord 
Jeſus, that he cannot admit you into his 
preſence, for holy, holy, holy is the God of 
our ſalvation: whoſoever walketh not in 
his paths, and beareth not his croſs, cannot 
be his diſciples. Let us take a view then 
of ſome of our Lord's laſt fufferings, where 


no 
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no bounds, 'and may ſee the narrow path 
which leads to life; and as we advance we 
ſhall ſee in every ſtep the true diſciple made 
conformable to the ſufferings of his bleſſed 
maſter. 

How is. the chriſtian ſoul overwhelmed 
with love and wonder, when it contemplates 
the agonies of its afflicted Saviour in the 
garden! Here, ſeparated from the world, 
and ſurrounded with darkneſs, does he pour 


out his afflicted ſoul in prayer, and ſigh in 
ſecret before that God, who knows and pi- 
ties the terrors of an human ſoul, groaning 
under a ſeparation from God that made it. 
Who can deſcribe what the Son of God felt, 
when he ſweat as it were great drops of 
blood, as he was purifying our human na- 
ture? Falling proſtrate on the earth, he ſeeks 
for no help but in a ſubmiſſion to the divine 
will, and offers himſelf to drink the bitter 
cup, which is appointed to purity polluted 
nature. The ſpiritual chriſtian, enflamed 
with this love of his Saviour, ruſhes after 
him into the garden, and claims the promiſe 
made him, that he ſhall drink of the cup 
that his Lord has drank of. He remains in 
a ſtate of inward ſolitude, and though the 


Vol. I. . light 


. — X a 
— — 
. 


162 SERMON X. 


light of heaven is withdrawn from his ſoul; 
and all is dark within, yet he loſes not his 
confidence, but fixes there where his Saviour 
has been before; and though his lips trem- 


ble, and his tongue faulters, yet his language 


is, Not my will, O Lord, but thine be 
„ Jone.” Who can refrain from tears, to 
ſee the Saviour of the world hurried to the 


bar of a cruel judge, falſly accuſed of blaſ- 


pheming the God that is above, and left to 
ſupport all this as he could without one friend 
to comfort him! How meek was that ſpirit, 


and how well governed was that tongue, 


which did not boil with anger, nor utter the 


| leaſt reproaches for all theſe unmerited ſuf- 


ferings. Bleſſed Jeſus, we fall down before 
thee, and adore thee, for this thy perfect 


pattern of humble refignation, and holy 
meekneſs ! Gracious Saviour, give us this 
thy ſpirit, that like thee we may bear all inju- 


ries, in peace and quietneſs of ſoul, return- 
ing only love for hatred, and earneſt pray- 
ers for the bittereſt curſes! Let us learn of 
thee that petition ſo diſagreeable to fleſh 
and blood, Father forgive them, for they 
* know not what they do.” What diſciple 
of the holy Jeſus would not rejoice and be 

exceeding 
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exceeding glad to tread in theſe ſteps of his 
adorable maſter; who, though over all God 
bleſſed for ever, yet bore without reply the 
mean and cruel treatment of thoſe whom his 
own hands had formed, and for whom his 
precious blood was inſtantly to be poured 
out. Let us learn of this truly meek and 
lowly Lord, that ſo the wild and frantic fire 
of our own nature may be extinguiſhed, and 
nothing may burn in us but the mild and 
gentle flame of divine love, which is the 
ſpirit of God, and the life of _ and 
angelical men. 

As we adyance farther with our ſuffering 
lord, how do the clouds gather about this 
bright, Sun of righteouſneſs! Behold him 
who brings all the mercy of God to a 
wretched world loaded with a croſs, and 
aſcending with ſlow and weary ſtep to that 
mount, from whence every ſoul of man was 
hereafter to fly from earth to heaven. Here 
we ſee the perfect ſacrifice of the Son of 
God. He renounced all that was in nature, 
every worldly'thing, adhering only to the 
God of all ſtrength. Though perſecuted by 
men, and in appearance forſaken by God, 


98 it is the language of his ſubmiſſive heart, 
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The cup which my Father has given me 
.*+, ſhall I not drink it?“ He expoſed his 
ſacred perſon to all the trouble that was 
decreed for him, ſtretching out his arms to 
receive the whole appointment of heaven. 
And as he hangs upon the croſs, pierced 
through and through with the ſharpeſt pains 
and bittereſt ſorrows, he cries out to every 
one of us, Take up thy croſs and follow 
me, or thou canſt not be my diſciple; 
« riſe thou careleſs one from thy ſlumber 
of life, and tread in the ſteps of me thy 
Saviour: awake from thy idle dreams of 
„ worldly peace and worldly quiet, for 
4 theſe are not the portion of my diſciples; 
hear the cry of thy Redeemer, breaking 
forth from the bottom of his tormented 
e agonifing ſoul, and then expect, if thou 
dareſt, to live in carnal ſecurity without 
pain or anguiſh; hear his departing 
„ groans which rend the ſolid rocks, and 
„ tear open the bowels of the earth, and 
Ekno that thou muſt ſpiritually die with 
„ Chriſt.” Thy old man, thy corrupt nature 
muſt be crucified to the world, that ſo the 
new man, the heavenly nature, may be alive 
and act in thee, Behold the crown of 
| thorns 
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thorns on Jeſus's' head, and ſee the way 
which thou muſt take to obtain an everlaſt- 
ing crown of glorious ſplendor, which fadeth 
not away. Behold all the agonies of thy 
dying Saviour, and let thy ſoul experience 
them all, and then mayeſt thou boldly ſay 
like him, It is finiſned;F“ Death is 
© ſwallowed up in life, and time is loſt in 
« eternity; I have broke the bands of cor- 
*« rupted fleſh and blood, and am burſt 
forth into the clear and exalted ſtate of 
the ſpiritual nature. I am crucified with 
the Lord of life, and have laid my ſtub- 
born nature in his holy grave, and am 
„now preparing to aſcend the everlaſting 
„mount of God, to enter the gates of 
% heaven, and to take poſſeſſion of the 
«© eternal ſpiritual paradiſe.” —Wherefore, 
now, my brethren, let me entreat you to 
ſtop a moment in your career of life, to 
lift up your eyes to a crucified Saviour, and 
to read the leſſons which he teaches you. 
Behold and wonder what love the God of 
heaven and earth has for you his creatures : 
ſee the man of ſorrows, without form or 
comelineſs, with his viſage marred, and like 
an unkindly ſhoot ſpringing out of a dry 
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and barren ground, and then fall down 
before this deſpicable form, for this is the 
joy of the whole earth. This is thy Saviour, 
the mighty one of Iſrael, whoſe name is 
Jehovah, and whoſe nature is love. Fall 
down at.the foot of his croſs, and embrace 
it with thy outſtretched arms, for all the 
things that thou canſt defire are not to be 
compared with it. Mean as it may appear, 
it is hewn out of the tree of life, and is the 
very ladder of Jacob, the foot whereof is 
indeed on earth, but the top is in the 
higheſt heavens. Think not then to arrive 
at the glory of the reſurrection but by this 


narrow way ; ſtripped you muſt be of fleſh 


and blood, before you can enter the 


kingdom of God; and ſtripped you muſt 


be too of what is ſtill cloſer, even earthly 
affections, before you can taſte of heavenly 


Joys. Deceive yourſelves no longer there- 


fore, by thinking that you are chriſtians, 


if you believe in this thing, or believe in 


that; chriſtianity, you may be aſſured, is as 
much above this, as heaven is above earth; 
you are not chriſtians, till you are dead 


to the world, and buried from all its vani- 


ties; till your ſouls, though ſtill in your 
| mortal 
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mortal bodies, are riſen into eternity, and 
live in the preſence of the adorable Jehovah, 

and walk in the light of the Lamb. To obtain 
this, your ſouls muſt be dead to the world, 
and all its idle vanities; your life muſt be 
one continued act of waiting upon the Lord, 
that you may die to your own will and be 
alive to his. There is no religion but this; 
all elſe is an idle diſpute between frantic 
lunatics, and it matters not which comes 
off victorious. If you had all knowledge, 
ſo that you could read the dark myſterious 
books of fate, which are written in cha- 
racters that no mortal eye can unfold , 
if your knowledge could penetrate into the 
heavens above, and ſearch into the inmoſt 
eſſence of every exalted ſpirit there; nay, 
if you had faith, that mighty worker, which 
can change the face of inward and outward 
nature, if you had even this in ſuch a degree 
as to alter the works of God, yet all is no 
more than the duſt of the earth in the fight 
of thy God, for thou art ſtill but an apoſtate 
{parit impriſoned in a carnal dungeon; if 
thou art not ſo filled with divine love, as to 
give up all for Jehovah, and to bear with 


joy and thankfulneſs all the afflictions of 
life, 
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life, thinking thyſelf happy in the arms of 


thy redeeming God, of whoſe perfections 
we can hardly diſcover the fainteſt glimpſe 
from the faireſt forms of created objects. 
Away then with every vanity and every 
trifle; let your ſouls riſe to their eternal 


good; let them trample on folly like the 


God that has redeemed them, till the gates 


of heaven fly open to receive you, and you 


Join that precious choir which was made 


perfect through ſufferings, and is now cele- 


brating the eternal ſabbath of holy reſt, 
where all in the fulneſs of time ſhall ceaſe 
from their labours, to the honour and praiſe 


of that adorable and mighty Redeemer, 


who purifies both the ſpiritual and material 
world; and proclaims an everlaſting peace 
through all the various kingdoms of earth 


and heaven, 
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Now when John had heard in the priſon the works 
of Chriſt, he ſent two of his diſciples, and ſaid 
unto him, Art thou He that ſhould come, or do 
we look for another? Jeſus anſwered, and 

ſaid unto them, Go and ſhew John again thoſe 
things which ye do hear and ſee. The blind 
receive their fight, and the lame walk; the 
lepers are cleanſed, and the deaf hear ; the 
dead are raiſed up, and the poor have the 
goſpel preached to them. And bleſſed is he 
' whoſoever ſhall not be offended in me. 


HE bleſſed event of our Lord's incar- 

nation is the firſt ſtep towards the un- 
folding thoſe various prophecies, which had 
been communicated to the ancient world. 
The prophetic was from thenceforward to 
yield to the evangelic diſpenſation. The 
goodly fellowſhip of the prophets was to be 
ſucceeded by the glorious company of the 


apoſtles, All that holy men from age to age 
had 
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had foretold;/ by the illumination of the 
eternal ſpirit of the Almighty, was then at 
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hand; and all to be unfolded, to the aſtoniſh- 
ment of men and angels, in the myſterious 
life, and in the adorable death of the bleſſed 
Jeſus. The eyes of mankind, from our firſt 
fall into miſery, had been ever directed to 
this great principle of reſtoration. Man, 


from a ſtate of perfect purity, ſuch as be- 


fitted the power and goodneſs of Him who - 
made us, had plunged into diſobedience, 
and all its woful conſequences. Ignorance 
and miſery in every ſhape inſtantly over- 
whelmed the ſons of men; and every ele- 
ment in degraded nature loſt its original 
beauty, and conſpired to encreaſe the mi- 
ſery of thoſe, for whoſe comfort it was cxe- 
ated. Had man been left in this ſtate with- 
out divine comfort, earth would hardly have 
differed from hell, or men been diftinguiſh- 


ed from devils. But the Almighty darted 


forth a ray of heavenly light from his eter- 
nal throne, and declared hat in the fulneſs 
of time a Redeemer ſhould appear, equal to 
the work of univerſal reſtoration; whoſe 


mighty deliverance thould reach backward 
and forward, from the firſt creation of 


man, 
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man, to that awful day of judgment, which 
ſhall put an end to the exiſtence of this 
frame of nature ; whoſe powerful efficacy 
ſhall purge-the things in heaven as well as 
the things on earth, and reſtore the whole 
creation to the love and protection of its 
great Creator. This was he that ſhould 
come; this was he for whom all angels 
looked. This was he, whom different pro- 
phets had agreed to deſcribe, when influ- 
enced by the ſpirit of heaven. At one time 
they paint him as the mighty God, the ever- 
laſting Father, the Prince of Peace; reſtor- 
ing and renewing the heavens and the earth; 
cloathing things viſible and inviſible with 
eternal ſplendour and glory. At another the 
ſcene changes, and this mighty God is a 
man of ſorrows; this everlaſting Father is 
deſpiſed and rejected of men. At one time 
they deſcribe him receiving the wor- 
ſhip of all the hoſt of heaven; laying the 
foundations of the earth, and ſtretching out 
the heavens like a curtain; at another they 
reprefent him oppreſſed and afflited; dy- 
ing, ke the helpleſs ſons of Adam; though 
the language of all the prophets had been 
this, The heavens and the earth ſhall periſh, 

but 


* 


but thou, O Son of God, remaineſt: they 
all ſhall wax old as doth a garment, and as 
a veſture ſhalt thou fold them up, and they 
ſhall be changed: but thou art the ſame, 
and thy years ſhall not fail. This wonder- 
ful deliverer, thus differently deſcribed, was 
held out to the contemplation of all ages, 
in the rich and expreſſive deſcriptions of the 
Temple ſervice. That ſacred ſpirit, which 
appointed the tongues of the prophets to 
deſcribe the Meſſiah, appointed alſo the 
actions of the prieſts, to repreſent the pro- 
greſs of that eternal ſacrifice which he was 
to offer up for the fins of the creation. 
One while you ſee them chooſing a ſacrifice 
without blemiſh, that it may the more fitly 
repreſent him, who was without guile; and 
who, though in all the other infirmities of 
our nature was like us, was yet without fin. 
Again you ſee him bleeding on the croſs, 
when you ſee. him offered up in his repre- 
ſentatives on the altar at Jeruſalem. On 
the altar of incenſe, which ſends forth a 
grateful perfume to heaven, there you ſee 
a faint ſhadow of his merits, with whom the 
| God of heaven and earth is well pleaſed. 

When the high prieſt, cloathed in all the 
vene- 
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venerable majeſty of the Temple, enters the 
ſacred retirement of the holy of holies, and 
by virtue of the expiatory ſacrifice offered 
up in the outer Temple, brings from thence 
a bleſſing on the waiting, adoring congre- 
gation ; then, as far as things on earth can 
repreſent the things in heaven, we ſee a 
faithful image of him who, from the altar of 
the croſs, aſcended into the higheſt heavens, 
there to plead the merits of his atoning 
facrifice offered up in this lower world; and 
to bring from thence the bleſſings of peace, 
immortality, and glory, to all who worſhip 
him with faith and humility. This was he 
that 'was to come; after whom the diſciples 
of John were enquiring. For this their 
queſtion, our blefſed Lord does not return 
a direct anſwer, contained in a fimple 
affirmation, that he was the holy one of God. 
He refers them to what had been foretold 
by all the prophets whom he had ſent before 
him, and bids them compare his actions with 
their predictions, The buſineſs of the Meſſiah 
was to remove the miſeries of the fall, and 
to baniſh thoſe various diſtreſſes, under 
which mankind labour. Jeſus of Nazareth 


therefore opened the eyes of the blind to 
behold 
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behold the various beauties of the creation, 


and gave to the lame the power of walking, 
The lepers, thoſe miſerable wretches, whoſe 
offenſive diſorder makes it painful even to 
the charitable to adminiſter to their aſſiſt- 
ance, even theſe are purified by the almighty 


efficacy of his command; and thoſe who 


are deaf to every ſound of nature, have in 
an inſtant their ears opened to hear that 
mighty voice, to which the whole creation 
yields obedience. He calls the dead from 
their {leep of death, and the grave opens 


of its own accord, and the lifeleſs corpſe 


becomes again an animated, intellectual, 
reaſoning being. Thus did he ſhew his 
power over all nature, Though cloathed in 
the form of the carpenter's ſon, he yet 


appeared inveſted with all that power, 


which he had heretofore diſplayed, when 
ſeated on his eternal throne, he called the 
earth into being, and ordered the ſun to 
{ſhine in the firmament above, and it in- 
ſtantly poured forth its light and heat. 
What he did in Paleſtine, was meant but as 


a diſcovery of the power which he poſſeſſed. 


It was only to ſhew what he would here- 
after do. It was meant to prove, that his 
=D viſit 
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viſit here was the viſit of divine love, and 
eternal mercy; that he that then healed 
ſome, would hereafter heal all. What he 
did too in the bodies of men was a figure 
of the mighty things which he did in their 
ſouls. He that gave ſight to the blind, and 
hearing to the deaf, opened alſo the ſpiri- 
tual eyes and ears of men, to ſee and hear 
thoſe heavenly truths which proceed from 
the fountain of eternal wiſdom. He that 
gave to the lame the power of walking, gave 
to ſinners the power of advancing in the 
paths of holineſs. He that purified the 
leper's body, purged away alſo the far 
greater impiety of fin, conducted again the 
unrighteous to the Temple of the Lord, 
from whence his uncleanneſs had ſeparated 
him, and preſented him in unſpotted purity 
to the Father of heaven and earth. When 
he reſtored every vital power to the dead, 
he ſnhewed that he could give again the life of 
heaven to finful man, and beſtow upon him 
all thoſe powers which fled from him in pa- 
radiſe. Thus did he bleſs mankind when 
he preached the goſpel to the poor. The 
meſſage of peace, and the tidings of great 
joy which he brought from heaven, he 
brought 
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brought to the poor, he brought to them who 
were in want; he- aſked nothing of them 
who heard him, but that they ſhould feel 
they wanted him. He came among us not 
becauſe we were rich, but becauſe we were 
poor; he came not becauſe we were righ- 
teous, but becauſe we were ſinners. They 
that are whole need not a phyfician, but 
they that are ſick; they that have never 
offended need not a ſacrifice, but they who 
have tranſgreſſed; they that are rich need 
no affiſtance, but they who are poor. To 
the poor therefore is the goſpel preached ; 

to the poor, needy ſons of men, oppreſſed 
with guilt, in ſlavery to fin, ignorant of the 


truths of God, ſtanding on the verge of the 


grave, beyond which no mortal eye can 
pierce, to ſee what ſhall ſucceed to the 


miſeries of this preſent ſtate. If they then 


ho are thus circumſtanced are not poor, 
there is not in nature ſucha thing as poverty. 


Human life, in its beſt and moſt ornamented 
ſtate, is poverty abſolute, is miſery to be 
pitied by the moſt unfeeling heart. If we 
are for a moment pleaſed with the things 
about us, it is becauſe we are too fooliſh to 


confider our condition aright, and ſee not 
| to 
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to what a miſerable end our few hours of 
diffipation lead. All that js horrible and 
ſhocking in nature muſt be pronounced the 
ſad lot of poor man, while his life on earth 
cloſes with the bitter pangs of death. The 
high and. irrefiſtible evidence therefore, 
that our Lord deſcended from heaven, is 
diſplayed in the blefſed truths contained in 
his goſpel. There the ignorant are taught, 
the careleſs are awakened, finners are ex- 
horted, the fearful are encouraged, the 
humble are excepted, and all are invited to 
partake of the eternal mercies of the uni- 
verſal Father. The truths of the goſpel 
are not like the philoſophical refinements 
of human reaſon, calculated to amuſe and 
mock the ſoul of man; offering themſelves 
to a few ſpeculative ſpirits, and haughtily 
diſdaining the bulk of mankind: No; they 
are to all what all do want. Where they 
are received they teach; where they teach, 
they give life and power; and, by degrees, 
exalt the ſinner into a ſaint; the ſaint into 
an angel of God. Theſe bleſſed truths of 
the goſpel require no exalted capacity to 
receive them. They are deſigned for man 
ignorant; they are given to make him wiſe. 
Vol.I. - They 
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They tell, in language ſo plain, that a way-. 
faring man, though a fool, cannot miſtake 
it, that man is born to miſery, becauſe man 
has tranſgreſſed the will of God; that 
the blood of Jeſus Chriſt is offered up as a 
means of purification ; that this world is 
meant to prepare us for a better ; and that 
therefore the poor are to be contented, 
while the rich are to be humble. The 
meaneſt capacity can there ſee, as well as 
the moſt exalted, the various duties of their 
condition; and thoſe progreſſive ſteps of 
purification, by which the ſoul aſcends 


from earth to heaven, from time to eternity. 
When ſuch is the goſpel, and ſuch its bleſſed 


intention, how comes it, that any can be 


offended at it? How comes it, that the 

ignorant will refuſe inſtruction ; the ſinner 
pardon ; and the fearful comfort? Yet, fo 
it is: this gracious meſſage of eternal life 


has always been refuſed, and rejected by 


many. The appetites of men have per- 
verted their judgment; and the ſtill voice 
of eternal wiſdom has been ſtifled by the 
noify rage of paſſion. The defires of men 
are fixed on the gratification of their appe- 
tites; call them to an higher life, and 


though 
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though the voice comes from the higheſt 
heaven, and from the throne of the Al- 
mighty, they will ſtill diſobey the ſummons. 
Therefore it was that the Jews of old diſ- 
obeyed. A Saviour born in a ſtable, living 
a life of poverty and ſelf-denial, and dying 
an ignominious death, was but ill- ſuited to 
the expectations of thoſe, who dreamed of 
nothing but thrones and ſcepters, and all 
the empty enjoyments of unbounded 

wealth, Miſtaking images for realities, and 
future for preſent promiſes, they painted 
to themſelves the deſcendants of Abraham 
as treading on the necks of nations, and 
Jeruſalem receiving the homage of all man- 
kind as her abjeR ſlaves. Unworthy as 
this partial allotment appears of the divine 
goodneſs, which cares alike for all its crea- 
tures, it had however ſo poſſeſſed the minds 
of the Jews, that they were blind to the 
mighty miracles of the blefſed Jefus; were 
deaf to the aſtorfiſhing wiſdom of his doc- 
trines; and in the depth of their religious 
blindneſs preferred a robber before the 
Holy One of Iſrael, and condemned the 
Lord of life to die upon the croſs. This 
was the offence which they took. And 
M 2 bleſſed 
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bleſſed is he at this day, whoſoever ſhall not 
be offended in the holy Jeſus. . There is 
ſtill the greateſt danger, leaſt thoſe who 
profeſs. themſelves his diſciples ſhould be 
offended in him. His precepts thwart the 
paſſions of men, and it is much to be feared, 


leaſt that ſhould be rejected which is dif- 
liked. Whoever knows what Jeſus Chriſt 


commands, and obeys it not, is offended in 


him. If he commands you to forgive every 


injury, however grievous, however unmerit- 


ed, if you do not then fully and perfectly 


forgive, you are offended in him. If he 
commands you to tread in his ſteps, who 


lived a life of ſelf-denial and mortification, 


and you are hurried away in purſuit of 


_ pleaſures and gratifications, you then are 


offended in him. But bleſſed is that diſ- 
ciple, who, placing his ſacred Maſter before 
his eyes continually, conforms his life to 
his holy precepts, to his divine example. 
The buſineſs of a chriſtian is to follow his 


Saviour from the manger to the , croſs. 


That painful life, which he led for our ſakes, 
it is our wiſdom to conform to, for our own. 
View him in the ſtable, deſtitute of every 
comfort; then complain not of poverty, 

| nor 


* 
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nor let your defires wander after the plea- 
ſures of life; correct your paſſions by this 
inſtructive example; and contemplate the 
holy, neglected Jeſus, till you ſcorn the 
riches which others purſue, and love the 


poverty which others fear. Behold him 


deſtitute of every earthly diſtinction, and 
from thence learn to treat thoſe poor ones 
with tenderneſs and affection, to whom the 
Son of God was like. In the ſtable, where 
the Saviour of the world was born, all diſ- 
tinctions vaniſh ; and poverty is in a manner 
conſecrated by the poverty of the Son of God. 
The enlightened chriſtian therefore knows 
no ſuperiority which his ſtation gives him, 
but fupports riches, as he would poverty. 
He feels himſelf no way the better for them, 
nor others at all the worſe without them. 
He looks upon himſelf as a ſteward appointed 
to adminiſter to the comfort of others ; 
and while he gives, he gives with that hu- 
mility which would tremble to exalt itſelf 
over thoſe that receive. Following this 
perfect pattern, through the various ſtages 


of his continuance on earth, the enlighten» 


ed chriſtian takes no offence at the leſſons 


which appear ſo bright, in the life of his 
M 3 Saviour. 
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Saviour. This he eſteems a comment upon 
his commands, contemplates it without in- 
terruption, prays to be conformed to it 
without ceaſing, and labours to imitate it 
with glorious ſucceſs. When'he views his 
Lord in the wilderneſs, tenderly pitying the 
bodily wants of thoſe that followed him, it 
ſoftens his own heart to the neceſſities of 
| thoſe about him, and he gladly deals out 
his bread to the hungry. When he ſees 
this pattern of tenderneſs haſtening to com- 
fort the afflited ſiſters for the death of 
their beloved brother, he himſelf is glad to 
haſten to the houſe of mourning, to weep 
with thoſe that weep, and to leſſen the 
afflictions of his neighbours, by bearing part 
of them. When he ſees him pitying the 
widow, for the loſs of her only ſon, that 
ſon whoſe tenderneſs was to have leſſened 
the grief his mother ſuſtained for the loſs of 
his father; when he ſees him flying to the 
relief of this afflicted mourner, and, in ten- 
derneſs to her ſorrows, commanding even 
death and the grave to give back their pri- 
ſoner; when the chriſtian ſees this, he 
learns compaſſion, for the miſeries which 
befall mankind in yy wretched world; he 
learns 
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learns to exert his utmoſt power to remoye 
them, When he ſees the holy, unſpotted 
Jeſus, tender to the failings of others, and 
receiving the repenting ſinner whenever he 
returns ; the faithful diſciple learns toavoid 
a cenſorious ſeverity, and trembles to judge, 
leaſt he himſelf ſhould be judged. When 
he ſees his Lord in the habitation of Sama- 
ritans, he learns from thence to avoid no 
man for religious differences, to perform to 
all the common acts of ſocial humanity, 
leaving them and their errors to that ruler 
of mankind, who permits them. When, 
advancing farther in the myſtic life of this 
holy Saviour, he ſees his laſt ſufferings ad- 
vance ; when he ſees him afflicted, torment- 
. ed, breathing out his righteous ſoul in the 
midſt of torments inexpreſſible; he learns 
from thence that ſufferings are the lot of 
men, and that the only wiſdom is to ſubmit 
to the difpenſations of God, however pain- 
ful. When he ſees him bearing the malice 
of men, and returning only good for evil, 

bleſſings for curſes; he learns from thence 
to forget every injury, and to wiſh only for 
good to the whole creation. In a word, 


when he ſees the humble poverty of the 
bleſſed 
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blleſſed Jeſus; when he ſees him born in a 
ſtable, neglected by men, worſhipped by 
angels; when he ſees him without a place 
whereon to reſt his head; dying in torture 
on the croſs, deprived of the light of heaven 
in his ſoul; dead and buried like the moſt 
wretched of men; and inſtantly burſting 


forth from the darkneſs of death, and rifing 


to life immortal; aſcending, in the midſt 

of thouſands of worſhipping angels, to the 
right hand of God, to be cloathed again 
with-power irreſiſtible, with glory eternal, 
with ſplendour unapproachable ; ; when the 
chriſtian ſees theſe marvellous ways of God, 
he adores the wiſdom of his righteous pr 
ceedings, prefers not proſperity to adverſity, 
wiſhes not for riches rather than poverty ; 
but only prays that his ſufferings on earth 
may lead to glory in heaven; that he may 
ſo paſs through things temporal, as not here- 
after to loſe the precious things eternal. 


SER. 
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He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions ; He was 
bruiſed for our iniguities: The chaſtiſement 
of our peace was upon Him, and with his 
firipes we are healed. All we like ſheep have 
gone aſtray : we have turned every one to his 
own way, and the Lord hath laid on Him the 


iniquity of us all. 
T HE awful myſtery of our 1 8 
_ ſufferings demands, at all times, our 
moſt ſerious regard ; but is more eſpecially 
adapted to the contemplation of all who 
worſhip the merciful, the. almighty Jeſus, 
Reflect on the awful hour when he was 
nailed to the croſs, when he bled and ſuf- 
fered as never man could ſuffer ; when he 
breathed out his ſoul, oppreſſed with. the 
fulneſs of divine vengeance, and diſtracted 
with the guilt of ages. 
For a ſhort ſeaſon then cloſe your ſenſes 


to the gayer objects that attract them; and 
with 
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with holy reverence, with the profoundeſt 
adoration, follow the ſuffering, dying Jeſus, 
into the midſt of thoſe ſacred agonies, that 
ſhook the earth to its centre, and that made 
the everlaſting ſun withdraw its ſhining. 
Purſue this divine ſufferer through all the 
ſtages of his venerable diſtreſſes; and as you 
advance, bow down before the holy ſacrifice 
who bled and died for your offences, His 
blefſed nature was immaculate, eternal pu- 
' rity: from him angels derived all their 
holineſs; and the ſaints, that ſurround the 
throne of God, are only rightequs, becauſe 
he made them ſo. Such is the power of his 
eternal righteouſneſs, that he conſecrates eve- 
ry creature that approaches him, and ren- 
ders holy the uncleaneſt ſinner that worſhips 
him. Yet, behold the ſufferings of this 
ſtruggling ſacrifice ; hear his piercing cries, 
that reach the very throne of the Almighty, 
and confaund the whole courſe of nature 
in their paſſage thither. As yau hear theſe 
cries, remember they were your fins that 
pierced him; they were your tranſgreſſions 
that ſurrounded him with the darkneſs of 
deſpair. To this unſpeakable load of mi- 


ſery every child of Adam hath contributed; 
"the 
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the Lord hath laid on the holy Jefus the 
iniquity of us all. Lodk up then to this 
ſuffering Saviour with repentance and 
ſhame, for the fins that nailed him to the 
croſs : look up to him with adoration and 
love for the mercy and goodneſs that car- 
ried him there, But, before all, if poſſible, 
let the inhabitants of this houſe run to the 
holy mountain where their Saviour ſuffered ; 
and there let them learn the guilt of their 
former lives; there let them learn the ven- 
geance due to fins. like theirs. You that 
have crucified the Son of God afreſh; that 
have put him again to an open ſhame ; that 
have deſpiſed his mighty ſorrows, and made 
a mock of his adarable agonies, to you pro- 

phets and evangeliſts addreſs themſelves with 
tenfold earneſtneſs, as they recount the 
ſufferings of the holy Jeſus. Can you, whoſe 
fins are deeper than the deepeſt crimſon, 
can you look up to the croſs and behold the 
torments of the Son of God without fear 
and trembling, without reverence and love? 
Is this ſacred myſtery nothing to. you fin- 
ners that paſs by? Behold, and fee, ſays this 
gracious Saviour, if there be any ſorrow like 
unto my ſorrow, which is done unto me, 
h where- 
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wherewith the Lord hath afflited me in the 
day of his fierce anger. Every pang the 
holy Jeſus ſuſtained ſhould rend your hearts 
with horror ; every cry he uttered ſhould 
pierce your ſouls with terror and confuſion, 
To aſſiſt you in this holy contemplation, I 
ſhall turn your attention to ſome of thoſe 
awful circumſtances, that attended this great 
event, recorded by our Lord's diſciples for 
the inſtruction of every age, and every na- 
tion; chiefly dwelling on ſuch particulars, 
as have a more immediate reference to you, 
as profeſſing chriſtianity, © 

Oppreſſed with the proſpect of inſtant 
ſufferings, the holy Jeſus *©* cometh to a 
place called Gethſemane; and to the 
* three diſciples that attended him he 
„faith, my ſoul is exceeding ſorrowful even 
„ unto death.” What agonies did the 
blefſed Jeſus now ſuſtain, when the guilt of 
all mankind was upon him! When the 
darkneſs of death ſurrounded him! When 
the vengeanee of the Almighty penetrated 
his inmoſt ſoul! And the light of heaven 
had withdrawn itſelf from him! Now did 
he ſtand in all the collected guilt of human 


nature, and ſuffered all the vengeance due 
to 
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to a finful world! Now. did be ſuſtain! all 
the wrath of the righteous God againſt un- 
righteous man! The fire from heaven had 
now deſcended, and was conſuming. with 
mortal agonies this powerful fin offering. 
Thus finking under the woful load of fin 
and miſery, (fin and miſery not kis but 
ours,) this patient, adorable ſufferer, was 
conſtrained to cry out, ** My ſoul is exceed- 
ing ſorrowtul even unto death.” 
Judge, I pray you, of the extremity of 
theſe ſacred ſufferings by the language uſed 
to deſcribe them. Being in an agony he 
„ prayed more earneſtly : and his ſweat was 
« as it were great drops of blood falling to 
the ground.“ Into the furnace of God's 
wrath was he now thrown; and in the 
language of prophecy, ** He is poured out 
„ like water; his heart is like wax; it is 
melted in the midſt of his body.” But 
theſe ſacred ſorrows that thus afflicted, that 
thus racked the Holy One of Iſrael, are not 


to be deſcribed by the tongue of man. It 
is a ſubject too awful, and too venerable for 


human lips; it is rather to be contemplated 
in religious, expreſſive filence, when the 
ſoul is free from every tumultuous affection: 

Bs and 
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aud is totally ſwallowed up in the profoand 
ſtillneſs of the moſt exalted devotion. 80 
far were theſe ſuffetings judged by the 
ancient church to be above the comprehen- 
fion of men, that the ſaints of old uſed to 
put up this petition to their Lord, . By 
« thine unknown ſorrows and ſufferings 
% felt by thee, but not comprehended by 
% us, have mercy upon us, and ſave us.” 
The ſacred hiſtorian however informs us 
they were ſo great, that an angel from 
heaven was ſent down to ſupport his finking 
humanity. And with what holy reverence 
miſt this heavenly ſpirit have approached the 
Son of God, when thus yielding under the. 
load of his ſufferings! He who had beheld 
him in the higheſt heaven, ſeated on his 
eternal throne, and had for ages worthip- 
ped him with the profoundeſt humility; 
who had with lowly teverence veiled his 
face, and caſt his crown to the ground, 
while he aſcribed glory, and honour, and 
power to this Creator of all things. How 
awful muſt the diſpenſations of heaven 
appear to this exalted fpirit ; when he ſaw 
this mighty God, a ſuffering, trembling 
man ; when he ſaw his almighty Lord m | 
| | ble 
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ble himſelf ſo far, as to ſtand in need of 
the creatures, which himſelf had formed! 
But the ways of the Almighty are not to be 
fathomed even by angels! His wiſdom and 
power are not to be comprehended by the 
higheſt order of the Heavenly hoſt! They 
muſt with us on earth adore what they can- 
not reach! While we with them are called 
upon to praiſe that eternal mercy; which 
knows no bounds; which, in its gracious 
operations, proceeds by methods ſo myſte- 
rious! N 

As we are contemplating this myſtery of 
our Redeemer's ſufferings, how are weover- 
whelmed with revererice, when we read 
that his accuſers ſpit upon, buffeted, and 
ſmote with the palms of their hands the 
God of men and angels! How are we 
aſtonithed at their audacious impiety, when, 
having blindfolded this gracious Saviour, 
they ſmote him, and wantonly bid him pro- 
pheſy, who it was that ſmote him! How 
are we amazed, when, having mocked him 
with a robe of dignity, and pierced his 
ſacred temples with a crown of thorns, 
they bowed their unhallowed knees before 
him, and tauntingly cried out, Hail, 
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« king of the Jews!” How are we con- 
founded at the impiety ofman ! How are we 
aſtoniſhed at the meekneſs of the bleſſed 
Jeſus; who did not command the whole 
hoſt of heaven to confound them ; and the 
breath of the Almighty to blaſt them! 
From this ſcene of abomination they 
lead the Saviour of mankind to the ſacred 
mountain, where the redemption of finners 
was accompliſhed. .** And when they were 
come to the place which is called Calvary, 
there they crucified him, and two male- 
factors with him; one on the right hand, 
and the other on the left.” Bleſſed 
Jeſus! permit us to adore this ſtupendous 
myſteryof love ! This almoſt exceſs of mercy ! 
Permit us to fall at the foot of thy bleſſed 
croſs, and to lift up our eyes overwhelmed 
with ſorrow and ſhame, while we behold 
thy immaculate purity degraded down to 
the pollution of the moſt polluted ſinners ! 
_ While this eternal ſacrifice is hanging upon 
the croſs, the object of - worſhip to angels 
and archangels, obſerve the madneſs of 
man, and hear the reproaches they utter: 
even his gracious goodneſs, his divine 
mercy, is turned againſt. him, and made 
N 7b | matter 
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matter of horrid blaſphemy: * He faved 
« others,” they cry, <* himſelf he cannot 
« ſave. What! is it a reproach to give 
fight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, 
ſpeech to the dumb, and life to the dead? 
He did, fave others, and yet, in thedepth of 
his divine wiſdom; he will not ſave himſelf 
in the way, which the wantonneſs of ſinners 
ſhall point out. He is contented to breathe 
out his ſoul upon the croſs, and to ſtop for 
a moment that eternal fountain of life, 
which flows through the various regions of 
created-nature. But the Almighty had pre- 
pared the moſt alarming ſolemnities for this 
awful ſeaſon. ' For while this precious ſa- 
crifice hung upon the croſs, the ſun with- 
drew his light from heaven; as if it had 
been aſhamed to behold its Creator's ſuf- 
ferings: For from the ſixth hour there 
was darkneſs over all the land unto the 
„ ninth hour.” And when he cried with 
a loud: voice, and yielded up the' ghoſt, 
«+ Behold the vail of the temple was rent 
in twain, from the top to the bottom; 
and the earth did quake; and the rocks 
rent; and the graves were opened, and 
many bodies of ſaints which ſlept aroſe.” 

Vol. I. N | Mighty 


Mighty miracles indeed! But mighty 
thirigs were then tranſacting! The God of 
Ages had aſſumed the nature of man, and 
in that nature was ſuffering, bleeding, 
dying. Was not this enough to ſtop the 
heavenly bodies in their courſes; and to 
confound the whole order of the creation? 

But grand and awful as this amazing ſuc- 
ceſſion of events is, I ſhall leave the further 


- conſideration thereof to your private, and 


moſt ſerious meditation; and ſhall turn my- 

felf to obſerve on ſome circumſtances, which 
are in a more peculiar manner adapted to 
the place where I now ſpeak; to the fin- 
ners that inhabit this houſe. To you then 
that totter on the brink of deſtruction, the 
ſad fate of the traitor Judas reads the moſt 
wholeſome leſſons. Like you, he had been 
graciouſly called by the Saviour of the 
world to hear his holy wiſdom, to learn his 
righteous will. Day after day this merciful 

Lord had revealed to him the counſels of 
eternity; had unveiled to him the myſte- 

rious ſecrets of his holy parables. What 
was denied to others was granted to him; 
and the Saviour of the world tenderly led 
him by the hand in the paths of truth and 

| righteouſ- 
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righteouſneſs, With equal mercy hath 
Jeſus Chriſt condeſcended to your infirmities. 
He both ſeparated you from the pollution 
of your former lives; and hath ſnatched 
you from the loweſt ſink of corruption and 
miſery. Inſtead of the horrid blaſphemies 
that heretofore ſurrounded you, the great 
and bleſſed truths of the goſpel are calmly 
and wiſely conveyed to your untutored 
minds. Your weakneſſes are, borne with; 


for the power of your. evil habits, formerly 


contracted, allowance is made; your fainteſt 


' tendency to purity and devotion is cheriſh- 
ed and applauded; the return of finners to 


repentance and to God is conſtantly held 
forth for your encouragement; you are 


| daily led by the hand of heavenly charity 


to this holy houſe of prayer, here to lament 
and deplore your paſt offences; here to 
bewail your former tranſgreſſions; here to 


cry aloud for help from heaven, whereby 


you may riſe victorious over all the power- 
ful corruptions of your nature. In a word, 
all that God can. do, by ſuch weak inſtru- 


ments as His creatures on earth, is done for 


your ſalvation. But if you neglect theſe 
precious opportunities, if again you return 
21 N 2 to 
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to your former filthineſs of life, read your 
own fate in that of your predeceſſor Judas; 
who, diſtracted with the vengeance of God, 
plunged himſelf into hell to find relief for 
his tortured ſoul ; and ſought refuge, even 
amidſt the horrors and darkneſs. of the 
damned; from thoſe terrors, with which 
the angry hand of the Almighty had pierced 
him. And ſtill, and ſtill his holy vengeance 
| hangs over hardened finners, and will at 
laſt burſt forth in all its irreſiſtible fury on 
the ſoul that ſets at nought the various 
offers of his mercy. - But may theſe things 
ever be foreign to your caſe ; may you con- 
trariwiſe imitate another and far different 
example, mercifully recorded, with all its 
beautiful and edifying circumſtances, as it 
were, for the more -peculiar inſtruction of 
this houſe. The example I mean is that of 
Mary Magdalene; who, throughout the 
whole ſacred account, appears an attendant 
in every period of her Saviour's ſufferings. 
Notwithſtanding the impious rabble that 
ſurrounded him, we find her ſtanding by 
the croſs of the crucified Jeſus. And with 
what reverence, think you, did this re- 
pentant, afflicted ſinner, look up to her 

| gracious 
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gracious Lord! What were the ſorrows of 
her heart, when they tore his ſacred temples 
with thorns; when they nailed his holy 
hands and feet to the croſs; when they 
pierced his ſide with a ſpear ; when in the 
horrors of his adorable deſolation he cried 
out, My God, my God, why haſt thou 
„ forſaken me.“ What were the agonies 
of her ſoul, when ſhe knew that in this 
righteous Saviour 'was no guile; that 
not for himſelf he bled, but that for her 
theſe ſufferings were ſuſtained; but that 
from her guilt theſeſorrows flowed ! Though 
Judas betrayed him; though Peter denied 
him; though all his. diſciples forſook him; 
yet. the afflicted Magdalene, overwhelmed 
with gratitude and ſorrow, is not to be 
removed from the dying Jeſus. She ſtays 
to penetrate her heart with every pang ; to 
partake of every ſorrow of her merciful 
Saviour. While the ſun withdrew his 
light from heaven, and the earth trembled 
and quaked, with reverence of the holy 
death that was approaching, ſhe continued 
worſhipping her mighty, dying Lord, at 
the foot of his ſacred croſs. Nay, when 
nature had failed under the heavy load 

N 3 that 
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that had oppreſſed it, and the temple of his 
body was deſerted by the High Inhabitant 
that had poſſeſſed it, ſtill ſhe is inſeparable 
from all that remained of her tender Re- 
deemer on earth. When he is laid in his 
grave, we are told, that Mary Magdalene 
ſill fits over againſt his ſepulchre. There, in 
that day of darkneſs, ſhe learnt the guilt of 
her own fins; the juftice of the Almighty ; 
and above all, ſhe learnt, ſhe faw the un- 
bounded mercy of the holy Jefus. There ſhe 
meditated on what ought-to be the ſubject 
of your daily meditation: ' ſhe dwelt on the 
mercy of that departed: Saviour, who had 
pardoned her numerous iniquities, and had 
extended his tendereſt compaſſion towards 
her various corruptions. When rejected 
and deſpiſed by others; when branded with 
the hateful appellations of finner and un- 
clean, the holy Jeſus ſtill had pity upon her, 
and accepted and applauded all the marks 
of her humble penitence. She remembered, 
when with fear and trembling ſhe had 
dared to approach his holy preſence, and to 
waſh his bleſſed feet with the tears of guilt 
and forrow. She remembered when this 
immaculate Saviour of the world encou- 
| —'M raged 
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raged her fearful approach ; nay, when he 
employed his eternal wiſdom in her behalf, 
and himſelf vouchfaſed to undertake and 
plead her ſad cauſe. She remembered, 
when he did, in a manner before his time, 
exerciſe the high character of judge of 
the world, and did in the fulneſs of his 
authority pronounce her fins forgiven, and 
ſeal her everlaſting peace. Again ſhe called 
to remembrance, how from his ſacred lips 
ſhe had learned the leſſons of eternal purity ; 
how he had raiſed her to purſue every 
chriſtian grace; how he had led her ſtep by 
ſtep to the acquiſition of every virtue that 
ſhines in ſaints or angels. And as ſhe con- 
templates this abundance of goodneſs, who 
can wonder that ſhe is infeparable from the 
grave of the departed Jeſus. The evan- 
geliſts delight to dwell upon the faithful at- 
tendance of this ſinner there, and hold her 
forth to the view of all generations, as the 
firſt and leading character, officiating in all 
the awful ſolemnities of this ſeaſon. If ſhe 
leaves the ſepulchre for a moment, it is 
only that ſhe may ſtill more expreſs the de- 
votion of her -heart; that ſhe may bring 
ſtill freſh proofs of the gratitude of her ſoul. 
| For 
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For, at the very approach of the dawn, that 
her zeal may be the more like that of the 
angels, who deſcended to attend at the 
glories of the reſurrection; at the very 
approach of dawn ſhe is found again at the 
holy ſepulchre, loaded with ſpices and oint- 
ments. - All the rich perfumes of the eaſt 
but faintly repreſented the eternal holineſs 


of the blefled Jeſus, which purifies the 
things in heaven, and the things on earth, 


But ſtill what can be done, this penitent 
{inner does, to expreſs the righteouſneſs of 
him, who had rendered even her righteous ; 
to proclaim the powerful holineſs of him, 
who had rendered even ſuch a finner as 
her holy in the fight of heaven. To the 


ſinners of this houſe, who have ſinned after 


the likeneſs of her tranſgreſſion, do I hold 


forth the bright example of her holy zeal, 


it haply ye may be led to follow it. For 


hour inſtruction is recorded the conduct of 
this eminent ſaint, raiſed from pollutions 


foul as yours; and reſcued from the ſelf- 
ſame dangers that ſurrounded you. It was 

her deep repentance; it was her holy ſor- 
row; it was her perfect change of life; it 


was her love of the Saviour, who had re- 


deemed 
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deemed her, that ranked her amongſt the 
holieſt ſaints that followed the bleſſed Jeſus 
on earth ; that afterwards placed her among 
the brighteſt angels, with whom ſhe now 
worſhips and adores, and will for ever wor- 
ſhip in the courts of heaven. Animated. by 
the greatneſs of this example, do ye ſin- 
ners, who have begun the ſolemn work of 
repentance ; whoſe crimes have led you 
here, far away from the view of your fellow 
creatures, to lament your fins in filence 
and ſolitude; do ye preſs after the high 
perfection of Mary's repentance. And as 
an encouragement to this bleſſed, though 
difficult work, behold how it ſtands recorded 


in the Book of Life, that the Saviour of the 


world, after his triumphant reſurrection, 
firſt appeared to Mary Magdalene. Sur- 
rounded, as he was, with the glories of 
eternity, he yet ſaw; and pitied, and reve- 
renced the ſorrows of her heart. He knew 


the afflictions of her wounded ſpirit ; and 


he haſtened to reveal, to this mournful ſin- 
ner, the almighty power of the Saviour in 
whom ſhe had believed. It is not to the 
- innocence of his favourite diſciple ; it is not 
to the ardent zeal of Peter; it is not to the 

venerable 
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venerable purity of his bleſſed mother, that 


he firſt reveals himſelf : but for the eternal 
comfort of the penitent and affficted finners 
that inhabit this houſe, it is to Mary 
Magdalene that he ftiſt appeared after his 

reſurrection; and thereby proclaimed aloud 
this comfortable truth, that finners like her, 
when penitents like her, are ranked among 


the pureſt angels that ſurround the throne 


of God. 


SER- 
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Luxe xvii. 17, 18. 


And Jeſus anſwering, ſaid, Were there not ten 
cleanſed ? But where are the nine? There 
are not found that returned to give glory to 
God, ſave this ſtranger. 


T HE life and actions of Jefus Chriſt are 

recorded for the edification of man- 
kind. Each particular in that illuſtrious 
life abounds with profitable inſtruction. All 
he did, at the ſame time that it ſtrengthens 
our faith in his heavenly miſſion, contributes 
alſo to the direction of our lives, and to the 
high improvement of our conduct. If we 
trace this great exemplar from the humility 


of his birth in the ſtable, till we fee him on 


the croſs; in every ſtep he teaches, and he 
inſtructs in the ſame ſpirit with which he 
ſpoke, when he delivered on the mount the 
pureſt and the fublimeſt truths, that ever 
reached the ears of men. His bleſſed buſi- 


neſs was to call men to God; and in this 
great 
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great work his precepts and his example 
unite with equal energy. Vou cannot be 
employed with more edification to your- 
ſelves, than in viewing the life of your Sa- 
viour in this light. When you read it in 
private for your inſtruction, I earneſtly re- 
commend it to you to meditate 'on each 
part, as you advance; till you feel your- 
ſeves warmed with the ſpirit thereof, and 
animated to purſue thoſe virtues which your 
Lord diſplays. By this means you will reve- 
rence him aright. By this conduct you will 
preach his faith to others. Thus, when in 
your cloſet you read of the humility of your 
Saviour ; and find that, in obedience to the 
divine appointments, he ſo ſubmitted to the 
loweſt poverty, ſo far beyond the common 
diſtreſs thereof, that he was even born in a 
ſtable; then pauſe in ſilence, and learn what 
ſubmiſſion you owe to the divine will, if 
that ſees fit to deprive you of the outward 
comforts of life. You are but like the Son 
of God the hand that afflicts you, afflicted 
him before you; he bowed before the di- 
vine diſpenſation ; joyfully ſubmitted to it, 
and was made perfed through ſuffering. 
With power from on high he anointed his 

evan- 
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evangeliſts to record the ſplendour of his 
virtues, that you might copy after them, 
and be perfect. Thus will every part of 
your Saviour's life afford you the moſt ſo- 
lid inſtruction. If you thus read, thus me- 
ditate, and thus imitate, each day you will 
advance from virtue to virtue; and when 
in your cloſet you have contemplated and 
admired the ſacred example of your Saviour, 
in the divine ſtrength you will then go forth 
into the world to practiſe the ſame good 
works; to purſue the ſame righteous con- 
duct. — One of theſe inſtructive narrations 
I have ſelected for your preſent meditation; 
hoping that it may induce you to read the 
holy ſcriptures in this ſpirit ; hoping that 
you may be led hereby not to let the read- 

ing of them degenerate into a dry, liteleſs, 
daily taſk ; but that you may read them with 
the graveſt attention for your on inſtruc- 
tion; and that when you have ſeen what 
virtues the holy Jeſus practiſed, you may go 
and do the ſame. We 

The paſſage I have at preſent ſelected, 
contains an account of the cure of the ten 
leprous perſons, who beſought our Lord to 
heal them. This ſublime teacher, accord- 


ing 
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ing to his wonted manner, aſcended from 
the things and perſans before him, to places 
and ages the moſt remote. He healed them, 
and he inſtructed us. His benevglence was 
not to be confined ; but flowed out from 
Judea; to the utmoſt ends of the earth. Let 
us paſs through the narration, ſtep by ſtep, 
and each of you endeavour to learn ſome of 
that wiſdom, which it is intended to teach 
2 | 
The narration informs us, that as our 
Lord entered into a certain village, there 
met him ten men that were lepers, which 
„ ſtood afar off, and lifted up their voices, 
* and faid, Jeſus, Maſter, have mercy on 
„% us.” Their diſtreſs drove them to ſeek 
for aſſiſtance. Had they not wanted his 
help, they had diſregarded the power and 
the mercy of our Redeemer. It was their 
affliction that taught them to cry for aſſiſt- 
ance to him, that was able to give it. Thus 
does it happen daily among men. The good- 
neſs of that gracious God, which ſo abun- 
dantly ſapplies our world with its various 
riches, is not felt while thoſe riches are 
enjoyed. You ſee the ſeaſons beautifully 
riſe up in their order; you ſee ſummer and 
winter 
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winter each ſucceed the other with unin- 
terrupted regularity; you ſee the earth pour- 
ing forth its rich abundance, to make glad 
the heart of man; and yet how faintly are 
your ſouls impreſſed with gratitude towards 
that almighty power, which graciouſly guid- 
eth thefe-ſeaſons in their ſplendid revolu- 
tions? When you are enjoying the richeſt 
of the earth's productions, how rarely does 
your heart aſcend with ardent gratitude to 
bow down before the throne of the Al- 
mighty, who has given to your earth its 
fertility by the ſun he has cauſed to ſhine; 
by the rain he has commanded to deſcend. 
It is not in abundance you generally learn 
to praiſe the Lord of Nature. You then feel 
His power, when He with-holds His good- 
neſs. When the earth is unable to yield 
her fruits, it is then you acknowledge that 
the earth is the Lord's; and that He exe- 
cuteth His pleaſure therein without con- 
troul. Thus, again, in health of body, how 
rarely do you praiſe your great Creator; 
who watcheth over your frame with pater- 
nal care, and preſerves that nice and com- 
plicated machine from the various harms to 
which it is expoſed ? How rarely do you caſt 
your 
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your eyes back on thoſe years, through 
which you have paſſed, to praiſe the al- 
mighty arm that has tenderly conducted you 
through infancy and youth; and that has 
richly ſhowered down His bleſſings upon 
you in the advanced ſeaſons of life? It is 
on the bed of fickneſs, you generally firſt 
learn to adore the a Fountain of Life, 
from whence you are ſupplied. It is the 
fear of loſing, not gratitude for the enjoy- 
ment, that makes you addreſs your petitions 
to the Father of Mankind, It is not thank- 
fulneſs for the paſt, but fearfulneſs for the 
future, that makes you ſend up your cries 
to heaven. Then indeed, in thoſe grave 
days, when the bleſſings of God are with- 
drawn, when the hand of the Almighty af- 
flicts, ſomething like devotion appears. You 
cannot but feel the power that lies heavy 
upon you ; you cannot, ; you dare not but 
bow down and adore the God who may, for 
what vou know, the next moment" deſtroy 
you. . Juſt ſo, we are told, the lepers, by 
the calamity of their condition, were driven 
to acknowledge the power, and to ſolicit the 
help of Jeſus Chriſt. It was in the bitter- 


_ neſs of their calamity, ** that they lifted up 
«© their 
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© their voices, and ſaid, Jeſus, Maſter, 
„have mercy on us. And when he ſaw 
them, he faid unto them, Go, ſhew your- 
«« ſelves unto the prieſts. And it came to 
© paſs that as they went, they were cleanſed. 
„And one of them, when he ſaw that he 
© was healed, turned back, and with a 
loud voice glorified God: and he was a 

* Samaritan. And Jeſus anſwering, ſaid, 
«© Were there not ten cleanſed? but where 
* are the nine? There are not found that 
returned to give glory to God, ſave this 
« ſtranger.” A diſmal picture of the ingra- 
titude of men! A living figure of what is 

daily paſſing in the world around us! 
Theſe ungtateful perſons, who were juſt 
healed; and had in a moment forgot the 
gracious power that healed them, had been 
inſtructed in the truths of religion from 
their earlieſt years; in the temple they had 
heard the praiſes of their God proclaim- 
ed from day to day; and had been inſtructed 
in the wonders of his power. Their great 
| law-giver had aſcended even to the ſolem- 
nity of the creation, that he might celebrate 
the majeſty of Jehovah. He had repre- 


ſented our world and every heavenly orb 
Vol. J. 0 ſtarting 
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ſtarting into being, in obedience to their 
Creator's voice. He had recorded the ſin- 


gular mercy of heaven towards the deſcen- 


dants of Abraham, in protecting them from 
generation to generation ; till he had guided 
them into the promiſed land; where he en- 
lightened them with truth unknown to other 
regions - where he revealed his ſtatutes unto 
Jacob, and his ordinances unto1ſrael. Every 
year their ſolemn feſtivals brought, back the 
memory of theſe grand interpoſitions of the 
Almighty in their favour; and every morn- 
ing and evening ſacrifice was meant to im- 
preſs on their hearts the profoundeſt reve- 
rence, and the warmeſt gratitude, towards 
the Almighty. But how little had they pro- 
fited from theſe uninterrupted inſtructions ? 
How little wiſdom had they learnt from the 
ſublime exhortations of their prophets, who, 
all on fire with the importance of their high 
commiſſion, had with the utmoſt vehemence 
of ſpirit, with the utmoſt pomp of language, 
ſummoned the inhabitants of Judea to make 
the whole world reſound with the praiſes of 
God; who, in the unbounded energy of 
their own devotion, had required that every 


thing that had breath ſhould praiſe the 
Lord? 
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Lord? Yet, in this ſchool was learnt no 
gratitude to heaven. The form of the tem- 
ple ſervice was obſerved ; but its divine ſpi- 


rit was not imbibed. For of all that had 


been there inſtructed, not one was found 
that returned to give glory to God; who 
had delivered them from one of the ſoreſt 
afflictions of human nature. How unhap- 
pily is the church of Judea reſembled by the 
chriſtian church! How fatally like is man 
to man in depravity ! Tou alſo are ſummoned 
to the temples of the living God, where 


you hear His goodneſs proclaimed, His. 


power celebrated, and where you are com- 
manded to bow down before His eternal 
and unbounded perfections. Here you are 
told, that before the mountains were brought 
forth, or ever the earth and the world were 
made, that He is God from everlaſting, and 
world without end. Here you are com- 
manded with your own lips to acknowledge, 
that in the hands of God are all the cor- 
ners of the earth; and that the ſtrength 
of the hills is His alſo : that the ſea is His, 
* and He made it: and that His hands pre- 
* pared the dry land.” Who would not 


expect, that before ſuch a power the fee- 
O 2 blenefs 


; 
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bleneſs of man ſhould tremble ? Who would 
think, that a creature, in the hands of ſuch 


a a mighty God, would ever ſpeak of Him, 


would ever think of Him, but, if poſſible, 


with exceſs of reverence, with the humbleſt, 


lowlieſt adoration? Yet, with the ſound pe- 
riſhes the impreſſion. For no ſooner are 
you departed from theſe walls, than again 


His ſacred name is blaſphemed ; than again 


it is treated as a common thing, What pro- 
fits it, that you acknowledge that the earth 


trembled and quaked ? That the hills melted 


like wax at the preſence of the Lord; at 
the preſence of the Lord of the whole earth? 
What avails this empty, momentary homage, 
when there remains behind no abiding re- 
verence of this almighty power, on whoſe 
awful ſentence depends the eternal fate of 
man? Who that heard the impiety, with 
which the name of the:God of Nature is 
mentioned among chriſtian men, would ever 


be led to think, that theſe very men were 


taught to acknowledge that holy and reve- 
rend is His name; and that theſe very men 
even called on others, in their temples, to 
aſcribe unto the Lord the honour due unto 
His name? Such unprofitable worſhip is emp- 

| | ty 
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ty pageantry. The God that made you, 
and that daily preſerves you, is not to be 
adored at intervals, is not to be reverenced 
at times. Every moment His goodneſs is 
flowing down upon you ; every inſtant, you 
ſtand a monument of His almighty power. 
Every moment therefore is a ſabbath moſt 
folemn, in which His glory is to be pro- 
claimed; every place is a temple moſt ſa- 
cred, from whence His praiſe is to aſcend 
from earth to heaven. Yes; it is very meet, 
right, and our bounden duty, that we ſhould 
at all times, and in all places, give thanks 
unto Thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, 
Everlaſting God! Yes; all nature is Thy 
temple! All time Thy ſabbath ! From theſe 
walls then carry out the profoundeſt reve- 
rence of your God: here learn what you 
are to practice every where elſe, and for 
ever. Remember the ſolemnity of the 
worſhip you here pay, when you declare to 
your God ſentiments like theſe; Lo, there 
* is not a word in my tongue, but Thou, 
„O Lord, knoweſt it altogether. Whither 
„ ſhall I go then from Thy ſpirit ? or whi- 
** ther ſhall I go then from Thy preſence? 
If I climb up into heaven, Thou art there: 

O 3 1 
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if I go down to hell, Thou art there alſo. 
« If I take the wings of the morning, and 
remain in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea ; 
« even there alſo ſhall Thy hand lead me; 
„and Thy right hand ſhall hold me. If I 
„ ſay, Peradventure the darkneſs ſhall cover 
me; then ſhall my night be turned to 
day. For the darkneſs is no darkneſs to 
Thee; but the night is as clear as the day; 
yea, the darkneſs and light to Thee are 
both alike.” To ſuch a God, the Judge 
of all men, what obedience is due? What 
reverence do you owe? Who would not 
think that chriſtians, perſuaded of ſuch 
truths, would not only ſhew forth the divine 
praiſes with their lips, but in their lives? 
When, by their own confeſſion, there is not 
an action of their lives, a word of their 
mouths, or a thought of their hearts, but 
their God knoweth it altogether ! Let it not 
be ſaid, that among chriſtian men, more 
than elſewhere, the name of the Almighty is 
profaned; let it not be ſaid that, ſatisfied 
with the poor external of religion, chriſtians 

diſregard the ſpirit thereof; and far beyond 
any others, make a mock of the mighty, 


ſacred object of all religion, Let not ſuch 
| reproach 
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reproach be thrown on the diſciples of the 
holy Jeſus, as if they were impious beyond 
other men, Even Nature teaches adoration 
and gratitude towards the Lord of Nature. 
He that formed us has woven into our frame 
a profound reverence of the great former ; 
and has implanted in us irradicable, grate- 
ful ſentiments, for all His goodneſs to us. 
He would not ſend us into His world with- 
out this inward witneſs of Himſelf. Thus 
you ſee, though the Jews learnt no humili- 
ty, no gratitude, yet the Samaritan, ignorant 
as he was then thought, miſinformed as he 
is now reckoned, yet the Samaritan was deep- 
ly impreſſed with both. The Almighty him- 
ſelf taught him; and he was obedient to 
the divine inſtructor. The pride of religion 
would make the Jews brand him with the 
factious name of heretic, or ſchiſmatic ; but 
were he heretic, or ſchiſmatic, he offered 
to heaven as grateful a ſacrifice, as was ever 
laid on the altar at Jeruſalem, by prophet, 
or by ſaint. The contentions about the 
forms of religion deſtroy its eſſence. Each 
ſe, in the pride of its heart, contends ve- 
hemently for its particular notions, and 


judges of all mankind from the reception, 
or 
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or rejection of them. But religion confiſts 
not in notions. The ſublime truths of hea- 
ven are but dimly revealed to the moſt en- 
lightened of mankind, Their high exalta- 
tion makes it perhaps impoſſible, that much 
of them ſnould be made known to us in the 
preſent poverty of the human mind. Their 
ſplendour would dazzle the infirmity of our 
intellectual powers. Little room is there for 
conteſt, therefore, about ſuch matters. 
Points of ſpeculation are by the beſt-inform- 
ed to be propoſed with timidity. Much 
wiſer is the humble worſhipper of the Al- 
mighty, who bows down before him {with 
fearful filence, than the audacious religion- 
iſt, who preſumes to define his God; who 
undertakes to explain the Eternal to crea- 
tures of a day's duration ; and who pre- 
ſumes to make known to man celeſtial truths, 
which the purity and ſublimity of angels 
themſelves cannot comprehend. This is 
the boldneſs of ignorance ; this the profa- 
nation of religion; this the impoſture of 
deceivers. And let ſuch inſtructors claim 
what authority they may, fill will we ſend 
them to the out-caſts of the church to learn 
wiſdom. Authoriſed by the example of 

Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt, we will ſend them to the Sa- 
maritan to find out how to worſhip. Tho 
your church was pure, without ſpot or im- 
perfection, yet, if your heart is not turned 
to God, the worſhip is hateful; and the 
prayers are an abomination, The homage 
of the darkeſt Pagan, worſhipping he knows 
not what, but ſtill worſhipping the unknown 
power that formed him, if he bows with 
humility, if he praiſes with gratitude; 
his homage will aſcend grateful up to hea- 
ven; while the dead, careleſs formality of 
prayer, offered up in the proudeſt chriſtian 
temples, ſhall be rejected as an offering un- 
holy. For think you that the Almighty 
eſteems names and ſeas? No; it is the 
heart that He requires; it is the heart 
alone that He accepts. And much con- 
ſolation does this afford to the contem- 
plative mind of man. We may be very ig- 
norant in ſpiritual matters, if that ignorance 
cannot be removed, and yet may be very 
ſafe. We may not know in what words to 
cloath our defires in prayer; or where to 


find language worthy of being preſented ta | 


the Majeſty of heaven. But, amidſt the 


clouds that ſurround us, here is our com- 
fort ; 
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fort ; in every nation, he that worſhippeth 
with humility worſhippeth aright ; he that 
praiſeth with gratitude praiſeth well. The 
pride of eſtabliſhments may deſpiſe him ; but 
the wiſdom and the righteouſneſs of hea- 
ven will hear, and will approve him. It was 
to the humble, thankful Samaritan, though 
ſeparated from the true church ; yet it was 
to him alone, becauſe he alone returned to 
glorify God, that Jeſus Chriſt ſaid, Ariſe, 
go thy way, thy faith hath made thee whole. 
Thus, in a moment vaniſhed, and became 
of no effect, the temple of the Jews, built 
by prophetic direction ; its ritual given by 
their illuminated legiſlator ; all gave way to 


the profound humility, and the ſublime gra- 


titude of what zhey called an unbeliever ; 


of what Jeſus Chriſt called the only faith- 


ful ſervant of God amongſt them. Thus 
does this doctrine afford ſolid comfort to 
us, when doubts ariſe, through the activity 
of the mind, leaſt there ſhould be ought of 
imperfection in our worſhip; leaſt there 
ſhould be ought preſented by us in our re- 
' ligious adorations, unworthy of the awful 
majeſty of Him, that dwelleth in the ſplen- 
dour of eternal, uncreated light. Grand 

. and 
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and ſolemn truly is the act, when we wor- 
ſhip this adorable power, But, in the riches 
of His mercy, He accepts as perfect the ſin- 
cerity of prayer, and the praiſes that pro- 
ceed from gratitude of heart. From this 
doctrine too may you derive much inſtruc- 
tion for yourſelves. It is not the purity of 
your faith; it is not the rectitude of your 
worſhip, that recommends you to your God, 
It is the ſpirit with which that worſhip is 
preſented; it is the fruits which that faith 
produces. If you boaſt that you know more 
of the Almighty than others, and ſee his 
ſplendid diſpenſations clearer ; in the name 
of that God, whoſe light converts and in- 
ſtruts, ſhew by your lives the ſuperiority 
of your knowledge. If chriſtian faith be 
purer, let chriſtian lives be better. For be 
aſſured, that for the want of humility no 
belief is an atonement ; that for the want 
of devotion no prayers, whatever they con- 
tain, or to whomſoever they are addreſſed, 
can make a compenſation. The humility 
of the moſt ignorant, and the devotion of 
thoſe that are moſt in error, ſhall be ac- 
cepted, and rewarded ; while thoſe that 


boaſt the purity of their faith, and yet ap- 
proach 
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proach the God of heaven and earth with 
irreverent negligence, ſhall be condemned 
in the preſence of men and angels, as pro- 
faning the worſhip of the Almighty ; as 
blaſpheming that ſacred, adorable power, 
which demands as the only acceptable ho- 
mage, as the only grateful ſervice, the hum- 
bleſt, profoundeſt adoration of all His crea- 
tures. * 


S ER- 


TOY 
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I, PETER ii. 21, 22, 23. 


Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leavingus an example, 
that ye ould follow his fleps: who did no 
fin, neither was guile found. in his mouth : 

who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he ſuffered, he threatened not ; but 
committed himſelf to Him that Juageth 
Tighteouſly. 


LL the works of God are great and. 
wonderful; wherever we attentively 
turn our eyes, they are dazzled with the 
' wiſdom and goodneſs that diſcover them- 
ſelves. The heaven above and the earth 
beneath are always proclaiming the glory of 
Him that made them. Whether we look 
within us, or without us, the ſame overflow- 
ings of goodneſs, the ſame marks of wiſdom 
appear. The Lord hath richly ſupplied us 
with comfort to relieve us, in our paſſage 
through a ſtate, where He deſigns that much 
ſhould be ſuffered. He hath ſcattered 

: abroad 
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abroad His favours plentifully, and hath 
done great things to ſupport the heart of 
man. The whole univerſe conſpires to ce- 
lebrate His praiſe, from whom it derives all 
its majefty and beauty. The ſun that 
ſhines in brightneſs declares the ineffable 
ſplendour of its almighty Creator; and the 
moon and ſtars proclaim to the underſtand- 
ing heart, the adorable power of the hand 
that guides them. The earth, fo richly 
ſtocked with productions of higher and 
lower rank, with the various kinds of ve- 
getable and animal life, paint, in ſtrongeſt 
colours, the amazing fruitfulneſs of that 
myſterious Divine Nature, from whence 
iſſues all that adorns the earth, and delights 
the ſenſes. He only ſpoke, and the . 
of heaven ſhone forth in the firmament ; 
only commanded, and the earth ed 
forth its richeſt fruits. The univerſe is a 
palace of the Moſt High, in which His 
miniſters faithfully diſcharge their Maſter's 
commands, and adminiſter to thoſe He has 
appointed to dwell there. But if we want 
to penetrate into the depths of divine 
mercy ; if we have a mind to gaze upon 
the love of God, which paſſeth all under- 
ſtanding, 
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ſtanding, we muſt then, with profound hu- 
mility and lowly reverence, turn our eyes 
to the divine ſubject of man's redemption, 
accompliſhed by the myſterious crucifixion 
of the ever bleſſed Son of God. Here we 
ſhall ſee enough to raiſe our higheſt admi- 
ration, and to make us cry out with the 
worſhipping pſalmiſt, Lord, what is man, 
« that Thou art thus mindful of him; or 
the ſon of man, that Thou thus regard- 
« eft him!” What is this weak, wretched 
ereature of clay, that thou ſhouldſt thus 
exalt him; that Thou ſhouldſt thus adorn 
him with Thy richeſt mercies! It is for us 
that Chriſt has ſuffered ; that the eternal 
God, whom no mortal eye can behold, who 
is light, and glory, and beauty, from ever- 
laſting to everlaſting, vouchſafed to unite 
Himſelf to a frail mortal body, and to un- 
dergo all thoſe weakneſſes to which we are 
appointed, that he might fill us full of grace 
and truth, of life and power. It was for 
us that this mighty Saviour went through 
thoſe heavy ſufferings, which begun when he 
was laid in the manger, and ceaſed not till 
he breathed forth his laſt on the croſs. It 
was for the happineſs of man, that he in 

mercy 
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mercy underwent all thoſe heavy ſulferings,. 
which the diſciple has deſcribed; in the 


ehapter from whence the words of the text 
are taken. - Though over all God bleſſed 
for ever! He was yet deſpiſed and rejected 
of men; though the” King of kings and 
Lord of lords, He was yet à man of for- 


rows and acquainted with grief. vou need 

burt take a ſlight view of ſome of the prin- 
cipal parts of the divine life of the bleſſed 
jeſus, in order to ſee how truly he was a 
man of ſorrows, and how deeply he was ac- 


quainted with grief. Your hearts muſt be 


harder than the rock of flint, if they do not 


melt with the tendereſt love towards that 


bleſſed Saviour, who ſuffered all this for 
your ſakes, who gave himſelf up to poverty, 
ſickneſs, grief, and ſhame, that he might 


make you the children of God, and exalt 


you to everlaſting life. Look at this Saviour 
of Mankind in the firſt and earlieſt ſteps of 


his humiliation, and ſee whether greater 


wretchedneſs and lower miſery can any | 


where, be ſeen, than that to which he was 
born. None could even be found to per- 


form the ſmalleſt acts of humanity, towards 
bim. to > adminiſter the 0g offices that 


r 


— 4 


SERMON XIV. 223 


even niture directs ſhould be performed 
on ſuch occafions.: He who had ſat on the 
throne of heaven, from the inconceivable 
depth of eternity, came for the moſt gra- 
cious purpoſes among his own creatures, 
ind his on received him not. No better 
place of reception was afforded to the Lord 
of Life than a wretched ſtable; no nobler 
earthly attendants ſurrounded him, if you 
except his own deſpiſed relations, than the 
beaſts of the field. Thus early did the Son 
of man begin to ſuffer for us; thus did he, 
from his birth, begin to preach the way to 
glory, by teaching us a contempt of worldly 
greatneſs, by bringing to ſhame the pride 
and vanity of man, And as was the be- 
ginning of this wonderful life, ſo was every 
future ſtep thereof. The ſtar that roſe in 
clouds, advanced in its courſe, obſcured - 
with miſts and vapours, till at laſt it ſet in 
blackneſs of darkneſs. For Chriſt thus con- 
tinued to. ſuffer for us by undergoing all 
that poverty and reproach can bring along 
with them. His youth was ſpent in a mean 
and laborious employment ; nor was there 
any form or comelineſs in his outward man, 
that when we ſaw him we ſhould defire 
Vol. I. P - "0, 
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him. Thus did he paſs his early life, un- 
heeded by all about him ; till he begun the 
bufineſs for which he came from heaven, 
till he ſounded the goſpel trumpet, and 
proclaimed the acceptable year of the Lord; 

till he ſummoned Jew and Greek, bond and 
Rel to taſte and ſee how gracious the Lord 
is; till he publiſhed the divine meſſage of 
Talvation to every creature, and ſpoke j Mie: 
to" them that were afar off, as well as to 
them that were near. Then did the powers 
of darkneſs riſe up againſt him; abs did 
the enemy rage with all his ſtrength. Who 
is this, ſaid the haughty prieſts, and the 
puffed up' phariſee, that pretends to teach 
the way of God to us, the favourites of 
heaven? Whence hath. this carpenter's 
ſon theſe mighty gifts; or how ſhould he 
attain the wiſdom only taught in our 
ſchools? Is not his mean birth and low 
education a thing we have all been witneſs 
0 Sflall ſuch an one ſeat himſelf in the 
prop let's $ chair, and point out truth to us, 


fits teachers? — Hardly had this incarnate 


word of God delivered his firſt meſſage; 
er. had he given the firſt alarm. Re- 


pet for the kingdom of Heaven is at 
bt ae ey: 
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35 hand,” when chief. priefts, nds Elder, 

Teri es and phariſees were aſſembled. toge- 

cher to oppoſe. the will of Heaven, and to 
withr hold the choiceſt bleſſings from man- 

K : kind. This ſeducer, this perverter of the 
1 people, cried they, muſt be removed, far 
| a men follow him. No ſooner had theſe 
haughty wretches thus determined,, than 


TW 


5 they ſet themſelves to defame and blacken 
T him who did no ſin, and in whoſe mouth 
5 no guile was found. He that ſpake as never 
| man ſpake, who was the word and the truth * 
5 of God, was treated as a vile deceiver,, and 
ri perſecuted as the baſeſt impoſtor. He that 
y had all power in heaven and in earth, who 


could ſtill the raging ſea, . and huſh the 
ſtormy . winds, who could enlighten the 


ny blind eye,; and open the deaf ear, who 
7 could reſtore health to the fick, and life to 
1 the dead; he who was entruſted with all 
{5 theſe, powers, and with others infinitely 


greater, was yet ſtupidly and wickedly;c call- 
% ed a blaſphemer of the moſt High God, Ng | 


= wiſdom could ſilence theſe oby jectors ; n no 
' tenderneſs could ſoften their hearts; nog 
if meekneſs could appeaſe their raging anger. 
5. Thus did their hearts burn within them, 


i | | P 2 till 
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ill, the fire was quenched 'by the blobd of 
Mis lamb of God. And now began the laſt 
bitter ſeaſon, the dark and mournful 
1 of this wretched life. Hel who 
had lived to bleſs and comfort mankind, 
was now to be forſaken of all; ws to be 
given, up to the madneſs of his implacable 
enemies, without receiving the leaſt comfort 
from man, or, what is unfpeakably heavier, 
| without beholding the chearful light of hea- 
ven, to relieve his ſorrows. He is bitrayed 
b one of his faithleſs followers, and given 
up into the hands of his enemies, with the 
bittereſt and moſt infulting circumſtances. 
Immediately all his diſciples forſake him, 
except one who ſtayed to deny him, with 
. oaths and curſes. Then is he accuſed of 
fedition, treaſon; and blaſphemy, and hur- 
ried from bar to bar, till at laſt they get 
"the Tentenct paſſed; and he that is the life 
of the whole creation was condemned to 
die on the croſs. Then do they mock, ſpit 
” Upon, and buffet him, cloath him in gar- 
ments of 'mock majeſty, and pierce his ſa- 
tell head with thorns.” Then do they bow 
®! the knee before him in contempt; and {mite 


: bim with en of their hands. Then 
Fans did 


CET 
- 


. 
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did he patiently give his back to the ſmiters, 


and his cheeks to them that plucked off the 
hair. But who can ſufficiently adore this 
myſtery? For this ſuffering, afflicted perſon, 


is no leſs than the Son of God, is no leſs 
than the Holy One of Iſrael. What mer- 
a eiful forbearance, what amazing condeſcen- 
ſion is here. He is led like the helpleſs 


lamb. to the ſlaughter, as if he had no power 
to deliver him, while all in heaven, and all 
on earth, and all beneath the earth, breathe 
but by his permiſſion. The hand that ſmote 
him was lifted up by his power; the tongue 
that blaſphemed him moved by his permiſ- 
fion;' and they that nailed him to the 
croſs, from day to day derived their life 


from him. Here was a myſtery that angels 


were amazed at; that the Lord of the Uni- 


verſe ſhould be the ſcorn of mortal man; 
that he whom the whole hoſt of heaven 
worſhipped and adored in humble ſilence, 


ſhould be mocked, ſpit upon, and buffeted, 


by the loweſt of his own creation. This was 


the unfathomable abyſs of divine love; ; this 


the loweſt depth of eternal mercy. This it 
was that led the Son of God tothe croſs, to 


which his hands and feet were nailed like 
| P 3 thoſe 


— 
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thoſe of the welt criminal; 5 where his ſide 
was pierced ; and, above all, where God 
withdrew the light of His countenance from 
him, and plunged him into ſpiritual dark- 
neſs. With theſe heavy ſufferings it was, 
that man was redeemed from death; thus 
was he delivered from miſery and reſtored 
to life everlaſting. Who now hath believed 
our report ? And to whom is the arm of the 
Lord revealed? Who hath faith to pene- 


trate into, the depth of this divine myſtery, 


14 011 


and to ſee the Creator of heaven and earth 
in, che lowly form of the crucified Galilean ; 
and to behold. the God of Endleſs Ages un- 
der the uncomely appearance of Jeſus of 
N Jazareth? ' 

Let us now ſee how far we - have ourſelves 
9 5 the great example here ſet before 

5j for when our bleſſed Lord thus pur- 
EP immortality for us by his all-atoning 
blood, | he alſo left us a pattern that we our- 
ſelves mult follow; for we, muſt here, as in 
every. thing elſe be like him, who when he 
mere and afflicted, yet opened not 

his mouth. A pattern this, I am afraid, 
we, ſhall. tee, but ill obſerved. For who 


W us gives proofs of this forbparing 
or- 
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forgiving temper i ? Who is there that with 
meekneſs and filence paſſes by the injuries 
he receives, and in the mean time poſſeſſes 

his ſoul in peace and quietneſs? Who is 
there that greatly overlooks the affronts he 
meets with, and diſdains to harbour in his 


breaſt the leaſt malice or unkindneſs for 


him that injures him? Is this the ruling 
ſpirit of thoſe that call themſelves chril- 
tians? Is this the condu of thoſe that 
make their boaſt they are baptized into the 
name of Chriſt? Or are we not obliged to 
ſay in honeſt truth, that eaſt, and weſt, 

north and ſouth, heaven and earth, are not 
more diſtant, than the practice of Chriſt, 

and the practice of thoſe that impudently 
call themſelves chriſtians? What do we 
daily ſee and hear in the world, but in- 
juries complained of, injuries repaid to the 
laſt mite? To forgive is now deemed a_ 
weakneſs; and he that reſents moſt is 
eſteemed the wiſeſt. Hardly will any ac-' 
knowledgment appeaſe the wrath of man, 

nor leſs ſatisfy him than the extremeſt mi- 
ſery of the unhappy wretch that gave the 
offence. The leaſt word, not perhaps at all 


attended to by him that ſpoke it, is now 
enough 
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dnough- to raiſe up; ap everlaſting enenity, 
aid to change the love and harmony of 
neighbours into the rage and madneſs of 
beaſts of prey. The foul of man is grown 
too lofty to condeſcend,. nor will it even 
| hearken to the God that formed it; if He 
commands ſubmiſhon.. We have manywho 
are not aſhamed; nay, who make theip hoaſt 
that they will ſacrifice their lives to this 
dark principle of revenge, and who will 
plunge: their ſouls into outward darkneſs, 
rather than imitate the heavenly virtues of 
their divine Saviour, who, when he was 
oppreſſed and afflicted, yet opened not his 
mouth. And this unſeemly ſpirit, ſo unfit 
for ' ſuch a contemptible wretch as man, 
has run through and polluted all orders and 
degrees of men amongſt us. There is none 


but what is too high to receive an injury, 


without repaying it; none but what will 
labour with unwearied pains to return evil 
for evil. But is this, think you, the life to 
which you are called? Is this the ſpirit 
you are deſigned to breathe? Is this to fol- 
Jews your quiet, ſuffering Saviour? Can 
you2poſlibly impoſe upon yourſelves ſo 
much, as to think you are the diſciples of 
VI! 6 | the 
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the hleſſed Jeſus, when you are ſoutterly 
unlike him? Fou may indeed be called 
chriſtians, for it is an eaſy matter to call 
light, darkneſs; and darkneſs, light; good, 
evil; and evil, good; but ſtill, light and 
good are themſelyes the ſame, and are not 
altered by our - ignorance : they ſtill con- 
tinue juſt as different from darkneſs and 
evil, whatever we may call them, as a paſ- 
Os revengeful man does from a chriſ- 

But ſo much has the chriſtian world 
now ee from this holy ſpirit of its 
Saviour, that one ſeems to be delivering a 
ſtrange and new doctrine, when one com» 
mands people to forget the injuries they 
have received. Hence it appears, that 
though we have a form of godlineſs, we have 
not the power; we adhere to forms and are 
zealous for opinions; this we hope will paſs for 
chriſtianity, and excuſe us for not embracing 
the ſpirit of Chriſt. But remember, before 
it be too late, that obedience is better than 
ſacrifice, And who art thou, O man, that 
dareſt to plan out another method of ſalva- 
tion, that canſt find out anather way to 
life, than that which Jeſus Chriſt: has ap- 
e He that hopes for happineſa muſt 


arrive 
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arrive at it by the narrow path of confor- 
mity in all things with the Som of God. 
He was made like unto us, that we might 
be made like unto him; and though we, 
of an angel from heaven preach unto you 
any other goſpel than this, let him be 40 ac- 
curſed. Be not amuſed” with I know not 
what dream, that all may be well, though 
you differ entirely from the ſpirit of your 
Saviour. For this is the fatal and deplore- 
able docttine of antichriſt. It is this that 
lays waſte the church of Chriſt, in this our 
day, and turns the fruitful vineyard of the 
Lord into a barren land. You will perhaps 
depend upon the opinion of the world, and 
think that all can never err. If you do 
this, you may then revenge like an uncon- 
verted heathen ; you may follow the multi- 
tude, - but be aſſured it is to. do evil. For 
let God be true, and every man a liar; He 
requires forgiveneſs at your hands in the 
plaineſt and cleareſt terms; and has com- 
manded you to reject, as corrupt and abo- 
minable, the diſtorted doctrines of thoſe 
who would reconcile the paſſions of men 
with the exalted purity of the goſpel life. 


Heaven and earth may paſs away, but one 
tittle 
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tittle of all that Jeſus Chriſt has ſaid, of all 

that he requires, can never fail. Remember 

then, that it is not crying out, Lord, Lord: 

or conforming to an outward religion, that 

makes a chriſtian, and ſecures your happi- 

neſs. Vou muſt proceed much farther than 

this; vou muſt in all things conform to the 

ſpirit of Chriſt, however different that may 
be from the opinion and eſteem of the 

world: you muſt dare like him to live a 
life devoted to God, ſeparate from the 

world; acting only as heavenly charity di- 
rects, not daring to return evil for evil, 
but contrariwiſe bleſſing: not daring to 
differ from the divine example of him, who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not again; 

who, when he ſuffered, threatened not; 

then may you ſafely commit yourſelves, 

all you have, and all you are, to Him that 

judgeth righteouſly, 
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PSALM xxiii. 1, 2, 3. 


7 be Lord is my ſhepherd, I ſhall not want. He 
maketh me to lie down in green paſtures. 
He leadeth me beſide the fill waters. He 


Tf ee my ſoul. 


I* this pſalm you have the perfect conſo- 

lation of chriſtianity, beginning with the 
ſupply of grace here, and reaching to the full 
completion of glory hereafter. By the light 
of Chriſt's religion, and by the light of that 
alone it is, that men can live ſecurely and 
confidently here, or entertain any hopes of 
an otherwiſe uncertain hereafter. And 
this conſolation and theſe hopes are, in this 
pſalm, deſcribed in fo noble and glorious a 
manner, ſo ſuitably to the mercy of the 
bleſſed ſpirit who inſpired it, that I ſhall go 
through the whole pſalm, in order to 
explain to you the divine and comfort- 
able truths it contains, that you may be 


earneſtly defirous of ſharing in that which 
| alone 
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alone is valuable, the redemption of Chriſt, 
the favour of God, and the conſolation of 
his Holy Spirit. Theſe are the ſubjects of 
this pſalm; and theſe are the only things 
that will ſweeten the bitter cup of life; 
that will afford true uninterrupted coinfort 
in the expectation ; and real, ſolid, eternal 
ſatisfaction in the enjoyment. All poffible 
thanks, adoration, and praiſe, therefore, 
be aſcribed unto God, who, like a kind 
ſhepherd, mercifully guides us through this 
vale, and ſuffers us not to err from the path 
of life ; who ſupplies us with water from 
the living fountain of his Chriſt, when we 
wander through the barren wilderneſs of 
the world ; who maketh his ſun, his glori- 
ous ſun of righteouſneſs to riſe upon us, 
to direct our ſteps, and comfort our hearts; 
who, in one word, conducts us ſafe through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, and 
brings us to the enjoyment of his heavenly 
ſabbath, his uninterrupted reſt, which ſhall 
be enjoyed in the houſe of the Lord for 
ever ! 

Before ! begin to explain the palm itſelf, 
I' muſt obſerve, that though I ſhall in the 


preſent diſcourſe apply this pſalm to every 
indi- 


6 


in order to make it more generally uſeful, 
yet I do not look upon it as belonging to | 
them in the firſt ſenſe, but to Chriſt, He 


the valley of the ſhadow of death, and yet eas 


riſe victoriouſly from the grave, and there- 
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individual member of the chriſtian church, 


it, was that, in the primary ry and full ſenſe of Sap ee 
the words, was conſtantly guided by Jehova: 
for he alone did no wickedneſs, and it was . 5 . 
in his mouth alone that no guile was found 


it was he emphatically that walked through / 2 . 


feared no evil; he put his enemies upon 
their guard by telling them that he would 


by had effectually prevented his reſurrec- 2 He, p 
tion, had he not had the keys of death and 2 
hell in his own power, had he not been * 
able to open and none to ſhut. Thus vou 

ſee that theſe circumſtances mentioned in 

the pſalm, and from theſe you may be able 

to collect, that all the others are principally 
applicable to Chriſt. They only belong to 

us, as they firſt belonged to him; the 

church does not triumph in her oun right: 

ſhe does not eſcape unhurt through her own 

merits: but becauſe Chriſt is riſen, we ſhall 

riſe alſo :- becauſe he lives we ſhall live alſo. 


Theſe are the words of men who ſpake as, 
they 
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they were moved by the Holy Ghoſti In 
this mannier ſpoke the chriſtian David, and 
all the © inſpired” prophets; ' In thoſe days 
chriſtians never relied on any ſelf-ſufficient 
goodneſs of their own: they confeſſed that 
all their own righteouſneſs was as filthy rags: 
that they were to be cloathed upon by 
_ Chriſt's riphteoufneſs: and in his, not in 
their own righteouſneſs, did they make their 
boaſt; let us all then follow their example; 
for therefore were theſe things given; all 
ſcripture was written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are 
come. — Having premiſed this, I now re- 
turn to the pſalm. The title of it, like all 
the other titles, directs us to whom it was 
inſcribed ; our tranſlation ſays, a pſalm of 
David; it ſhould have been rendered, a 


& 4. im to David: that is, a pſalm to Chriſt, 
of whom David, in the old teſtament, was 


7e. 292 type. There is nothing more frequently 


found in ſcripture, than the promiſing the 
Meffiah under the name of David; thus it 
is in Ezekiel, c. 37. v. 27. and David my 
ſervant ſhall be king over them. Now this 
was wrote long after the firſt David was 
dead, ad bu therefore relate to him; 

but 
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but is'by il Feterrid to Chriſt, who. was the 
true David, the truly beloyed, ., For David 
in the old e old. teſtament nt ſignifies beloved 12 to 
whor m u therefore c can in the title of David, Or 
beloved, be ſo properly applied as to Chriſt? | 
Who had this, teſtimony frequently given | 
him by a voice from heaven, Thou art my 
well- beloved Son ; that is, in the language 
of the old teſtament, Thou art my David. 
This pſalm therefore is deſigned to ſnew us 
that Chriſt is our ſpiritual, ſhepherd. It is 
a palm t. to Chriſt. The pſalmiſt begins, the 
Lord is my ſhepherd. This is explained in 
many parts of ſcripture. The prophet Eze- 
kiel ſays, my ſervant. David he ſhall feed 
them, and he ſhall be their ſhepherd. Chriſt 
himfelf exprelsly ſays, 1 am the good ſhep- 
herd; It would be endleſs to recite all the 
texts in which Chriſt is called our ſhepherd ; 
and I truſt it is a point ſo clear to all, that 
there is no occaſion to bring more proofs of 
it. We are all, I hope, of Chriſt's fold, 
ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael; and then Je- 
hovah Chriſt will be to us what a careful 
ſhepherd is to his helpleſs flock; he will. 
keep o ff from us every evil, he will beſtow. 


upon us whatever our chriſtian courſe re _— >> 


Vol. 1. Q quires; _ Ye 
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quires; or, in the words of my text, we 
ſhall not want. If Chriſt is not our ſhep- 
herd, we ſhall moſt affuredly want: we ſhall 
want; the means of grace here, and the hopes 
of glory hereafter. But if we be of Chriſt's 
fold, we ſhall not want any thing to perfect 
in us a ſpiritual life. When we are ſur- 
rounded with temptations, we ſhall not want 
his aſſiſtance, who will with the temptation 
-alſo make a way to eſcape, that we may be 
able to bear it: if we at any time err from 
the right way, (as, alas! which of us does 
not daily!) we ſhall not want his guidance, 
to bring us back again to himſelf, who is 
the true way, the way to the tree of life: 
for thus ſays the prophet Ezekiel of our 
ſnhepherd Chriſt, I will ſeek that which was 
loſt, and bring again that which was driven 
away : if we are at any time afflicted in our 
minds, and ſick of the various changes and 
uneaſineſſes of this ſilly, giddy life; neither 
here ſhall we want aſſiſtance; for of Chriſt 
the ſame prophet expreſsly ſays, I will bind 
up. that which was broken, and will ſtreng- 

then that which was ſick; and, to theſe 
Chriſt himſelf applies, Come unto me all ye 
that labour, and are heavy laden, and J will 
bm) give 
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give you reſt : nor finally when this ſcene 
ſhall cloſe; when all mortal things ſhall va- 


niſh and diſappear, ſhall we want his com- 
- forting preſence; he will be with us and 


ſtrengthen us; he will, when life ſhall be 
departing from us, open to us a glorious 
proſpect of eternity, which will comfort us 
in the hour of death, will enable us to re- 
fign with the greateſt confidence our ſouls 
into his hands who is our life, and will im- 
mediately after our leaving this habitation, 
open to us the heavenly paradiſe, and in- 
vite us to eat of the tree of life, watered by 
the river proceeding out of the throne of 
the lamb. Thus it is we ſhall not want if 
we be of Chriſt's fold. He will deliver us 
from every real evil, and beſtow upon us 

every ſubſtantial comfort. | 
The next words of the pſalm are, like 
the reſt, ſtored with conſolation : He mak- 
eth me to lie down in green paſtures.” This 
is a beautiful deſcription of the refreſhments 
which Chriſt affords to his faithful follow- 
ers. He gives them all the ſpiritual cqm- 
forts that they can deſire, and continues 
them in the poſſeſſion « of them. He maketh / 
me to lie down; that is, he does not afford | 
Q 2 a ſud- 


* , 
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> 4 
* F but makes it enduring and perpetual; we 
B have the liberty, nay, we are invited by 
| him to ſhare for ever the pleaſures of his 
ſervice, which are contained in the words, 
green paſtures: Under this image is ſet forth 
the nouriſhing and ſatisfying ſupport of the 
chriſtian in his paſſage through life. If we 
are fed in theſe green paſtures, we ſhall be 


a ſudden, tranſitory proſpect of ſatisfaction, 


for ever healthful and lively; our ſpiritual 


(nature will be invigorated and refreſhed ; 


for this ſupport is what Chriſt ever fince the 
foundation of the world has afforded to 


"hoſe that have believed in him, a comfort- 


able knowledge of chriſtian truths,” and the 


aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit. The chriſtian 
doctrines are the only nouriſhment by which 
the human ſoul can be ſupported and ſuſ- 


"tained, till it comes unto a perfect man, 
unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the ful- 


"Heſs of Chriſt. All other docttines are only 


the crafty devices of ſinful men, or rather 
of Satan himfelf, whoſe” only aim it is to 
draw you off from the goſpel of Chriſt, and 
to make you fix your eyes upon a law which 
bygud Own corrupt nature preſcribes inſtead 
bf the f perfect law of liberty, and 1 Upon the 
Dell filthy 


7 
| : &s Y 
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filthy rags of your own - righteouſneks, in- 
ſtead of the ſpotleſs robe of goſpel holineſs. — Gs | 
But whenever any one would thus beguile £4, 2. 4 
your minds, as Satan did Eve's, and draw £= b 
you off from the glorious and comfortable. 4 74 | 
ſimplicity of the goſpel, into I know not Ae | 
what intricacies of fanciful reveries; then | 
be upon your guard, and arm  yourſelyes 
with the apoſtle's caution, Though we, or 
an angel from heaven preach unto you any 
other goſpel. than that ye have received. 
and into which all that are here preſent 
were baptized, let him be accurſed; let him 
be regarded as one of thoſe apoſtate ſpirits 
whoſe ſole employment it has been, from 
the creation of the world to this hour, to 
oppoſe the ſcheme of redemption. Conſider 
therefore, I entreat you, that the eternal 
good of your ſouls depends upon your con- 
ſtant meditating on the ſcriptures, that you 
may be able to know aſſuredly the Way of 
holineſs. Here, and here alone, is ſpiritual 
ſupport to be found. Read theſe faxed 
books with ſeriouſneſs and 10 8 and | 
beg of God that your eyes may be opened 
to ſee the tranſcendent wonder of h us law, 26 
and you will then be daily ae to- 
23 wards 
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wards perfection, you will then be honoured 
with the glorious name of children of God, 
and Jehovah himſelf will be your exceeding 
rich reward. But, conſider moſt feriouſly, 
if, on the contrary, you leave this heavenly 
manna of the ſcriptures, and long after the 
fleſh | pots of Egypt, the groſs and deſtruQive 
doctrines of men, however wiſe in their own 
conceits, you eat no longer at God's table, 
you are no longer of the number of Chriſt's 
diſciples, of whom the whole family in hea- 
ven and earth is named: and remember 
the fate of the murmurring Iſraelites, who 
rebelling againſt God, and chooſing other 
ſupport in preference to that He ſupplied 
them with, God did indeed give them their 
defire, but He ſent leanneſs withal into 
their ſouls. 

The next words of the pſalm are, He lead- 
eth me beſide the ſtill waters: another image 
to. hey the plentiful ſupplies of the Holy 


Gheſt, which ſhall yield the true chriſtian 
everything that can renew and fructify his 
ſayk; By the fide, of this river he walks, 
upon the banks:of which mall grow all trees 
for meat ſwhoſe leaf ſhall nat fade, neither 
ſhall the fruit thereof be conſumed: it ſhall 

bring 
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bring forth new fruits according to his 
months, becauſe their waters they iſſued out 
of the ſanctuary, and the fruit thereof ſhall 
be for meat, and the leaf thereof for medi- | 
cine. This is the river, and theſe the fruits, 
by which our ſoul is to be ſupported, and 
nouriſhed for ever: here is a conſtant ſup- 
ply for our daily wants of food, and mY 
ordinary proviſion for our occaſional necef-' 
fities : theſe are the fruits of Chriſt's death, 
grace here, and glory hereafter. The peace 
and ſerenity of mind which the true chrif. 
tian receives from the gifts of the Holy 
Ghoft, are beautifully repreſented by the 


Mis: fill waters which flow on ſmooth and un- 


| within the limits of their channel; 
while the wicked, in other parts of ſcrip- 


I ture, are terribly deſcribed by the troubled 


ſea which cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up 


+4 3 mire and dirt ; whoſe diſturbed thoughts 
and diſtracted looks make them fitly repre- 
b ented by the moſt agitated thing in nature. 


The pſalmiſt goes on, He reſtoreth my 
ſoul; that is, it is Chriſt that reneweth my 
| carnal into a ſpiritual nature: it is he that 

' raifeth me from the death of ſin to a life of 
"righteouſneſs : in conſequence of which ſpi- 
| 2 2 ritual 
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ritual reſurrection here, we ſhall hereafter 
be raiſed in a glorified body, fit to enjoy 


the favour of God in his immediate pre- 


ſence. - 18 41%; [ 

He leadeth me in the paths of righteouſ- 
neſs for his name's ſake, is the next chriſ- 
tian bleſſing mentioned by the, pſalmiſt. 
Human nature, ever fince the fall of our 


firſt parents, has been ſo corrupt and dege- 


nerate, that it has neither been able to plan 
or perform any duties of itſelf. All our 
ſufficiency is of God. Chriſt is the light that 
enlighteneth every man that cometh into 
the world, are expreffions, which, in ſub- 
ſtance, are ſo frequently found in holy ſcrip- 
ture, that it is the height of infidelity not 
to be influenced by them. This inability 
of human nature, and this reſtoration and 
ſupport of it by the merits of Chriſt, is what 
the pſalmiſt here acknowledges ;. he lead- 

eth me in the paths of righteouſneſs for his 
_ name's ſake, In order to underſtand this 
paſſage, it muſt be obſerved, that in ſacred 
writ Chriſt is called the name. Thus, in 


the prophet Malachi, it is ſaid, From the 


Tiling of the ſun even unto, the going down 
of the ſame, my name ſhall, be great among 
the 
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the Gentiles, and in every place incenſe 
ſhall be offered unto my name, and a pure 
offering: for my name ſhall be great among 
the heathen, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. Now 
this prophecy only relates to the time of 
Chriſt's kingdom, when in every nation 
which before knew not God, incenſe ſhould” 
be offered unto Chriſt, who is God's name, 
and a pure offering, even the offering of 
Chriſt's pure body and blood, which is the 
only [offering in itſelf pure, or that can” 
ſanctify and purify others. Here then We 
have an expreſs declaration, that the preach- 
ing of Chriſt among the Gentiles is the 
preaching of the name, therefore Chriſt is 
the name. Beſides, we know from every 
page of ſacred writ, that it is through Chriſt 
alone that our fins are forgiven ; he is the 
great purifier ; him every purification of 
the law repreſented, and from him alone 
derived its efficacy; he was the Tamb'flain 
from the foundation of the world to take 
away the ſins thereof; and had not God 
looked upon Chyiſt's ſacrifice as already 
paid before he died upon the croſs, no'fleſh' 
could have been faved ; for it was he alone 
that made expiation for the ſins of the 

world: 
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world: when therefore we hear the pfalmiſt 
fay, For thy name's ſake, O Lord, be mer- 


ciful unto my fin, we know that as all fin 


is forgiven only through Chriſt, therefore 


an inſpired prophet could only afk forgive- 
neſs through Chriſt: wherefore be merciful 


unto my fins for thy name's ſake, is the 


ſame as be merciful unto my fins for Chriſt's 
ſake, who is thy name. So the text before 


us, He leadeth me in the paths of righ- 
teouſneſs for his name's ſake, declares, that 
when 'men are brought out of the deftruc- 
tive paths of fin and wickedneſs, the high 
way of the world, into the paths of righte- 


ouſneſs, which lead to the new Jeruſalem, . 


it is for the ſake of Chriſt, the name of God. 
Through his merits it is that the Holy Ghoſt 
is offered, which renews our ſouls, and con- 


tinues us to the end in the way of life. 


Thus does our ſpiritual direction proceed 
from Chriſt : it is he that muſt ſend to us, 
as he did to his diſciples, the ſpirit of truth. 
To him therefore you muſt always apply for 
ſpiritual comfort, and through him alone 
you muſt expect to arrive at eternal happi- 
nefs, for he is the way, the truth, and, the 


life. ; 
The 
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The next words of the pſalm are a conſo- 
lation under the moſt doubtful and afflict- 
ing circumſtances that human nature can 
be in: they are a ſupport under that which 
human wiſdom, and human riches, for ever 
confeſs themſelves unable to ſuſtain ; they 
are a comfort at that final and awful peri- 
od of all earthly things, the hour of death: 
yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the ſnadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 
thou art with me, thy rod and thy ſtaff they 
comfort me. This is a" triumph which 
chriſtianity alone enables a man to make. 
Death to all befides muſt afford a melan- 
choly and dreadful proſpect. Accordingly 
the pfalmiſt here gives the reaſon of his un- 
daunted boldneſs in theſe circumſtances: 
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy ſtaff 
they comfort me. That uncertainty and 
deſpair, which ſo frequently attend thoſe 
that are leaving this life, can by no means 
be juſtly removed, but by fixing our eyes 
ſteadfaſtly upon Chriſt. The death of the 
body is only the earneſt of another death 
ſill | infinitely more terrible, the death of 
the ſoul. When therefore the one ap- 


proaches, and the other threatens immedi- 
37 | ately 
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ately to ſucceed it, and we have no poffibi- 
lity of eſcaping of ourſelves, we muſt rely 
on ſome other deliverer, we muſt truſt on 
, ſome mighty Saviour, under whoſe guidance 
we may walk through the valley,of the ſha- 
dow of death, and fear no evil. This Sa- 
viour (bleſſed be God!) is always at hand. 
He never rejeds the cries of afflicted mor- 
tals, who come to him in fincerity and 
truth. To effect our deliverance he is al- 
ways with us: to this end he himſelf walked 
through the valley of the ſhadow of death; 
and in conſequence of that he guides and 
conducts ſecurely through it all thoſe who 
rely on him. The pſalmiſt repreſenting in 
this caſe every true chriſtian, ſays, Thy rod 
and thy ſtaff they comfort me. Theſe are 


the marks of a true and matchleſs ſhepherd, 


who is ready prepared to keep off every 
thing that would hurt and affright his flock: 
his care and protection are the conſtant 
comforts of faithful chriſtians in every dark 
ſcene of life, and at the hour of death. For 
our bleſſed ſhepherd Chriſt then ſtands by 
us and comforts us; he keeps off from us 
the roaring lion, which goeth about ſeek- 
ing whom he may devour; and himſelf 
conducts 


co 
ha 
cl 


SERMON XV. 253 


conducts us ſafely to the regions of bliſs and 
happineſs, and preſents us to his Father 
cloathed in his own unſpotted righteouſ- 
neſs. Apply yourſelves therefore betimes 
to Chriſt, this great deliverer, this ſpiritual 
Joſhua, who alone can preſerve you from 
all your enemies ; who alone can ſafely lead 
you through the wilderneſs of life, through: 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, and who 
alone can beſtow. upon you a never-failing 
eternal inheritance in the heavenly Canaan, 
the portion of departed ſaints made perfect, 
the glorious refidence of Je orn. and the 
lamb. 
The next words are, Thou prepared a ta- 
dle before me in the preſence of mine ene- 
mies: thou anointeſt my head with oil, my 
cup runneth over. This is a deſcription of 
that ſpiritual ſupport, which is afforded to 
every true chriſtian on his applying to God, 
and eſpecially in the ſacrament of the Lord's 
ſupper. Thou'prepareſt a table before me, 
relates to that ſacred table mentioned in 
the old teſtament, and to that divine and 
refreſhing one to which we are all now 'in 
the new teſtament invited by Chriſt him- 
felf, to n of his body and blood; and 
bs to 
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to be anointed with oil, with the oil of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; that oil of gladneſs which will 
chear and refreſh us in every circumſtance, 
will comfort our hearts, and make glad our 


— 


countenances. My cup runneth over: a 
noble image to expreſs the extraerdinary 
degrees of divine mercy } We have not only 
fullneſs of conſolation afforded: us in our 
' chriſtian warfare, but we have alſo. ſuper- 
abundant comfort: the ewp-of the righteous 
is not barely full, it runneth over. It is ſo 
richly ſtored. with glorious bleſſings that the 
heart of the righteous muſt leap for joy, and 
his tongue will labour to expreſs the ſenti- 
ments of his heart, and yet by no means 
be fully able to do it: he will be for ever 
talking of the loving kindneſs of the Lord, 
and yet be never able to give a full deſcrip- 
tion of it: his preſent peace of mind, and 
his proſpect of future reſplendent glory, 
which are the portion of his cup, are ſuch 
mercies, ſuch overflowings of divine good- 
neſs, as no heart can conceive, nor the 
tongue of angels expreſs. To ſhare of theſe 
ineſtimable bleſſings here mentioned, you 
miſt apply with the greateſt frequency and 
earneſtneſs to the Lord's table, in the bleſ- 
forts ſed 
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ſed ſacrament of the Euchariſt : here it is 


that the Lord prepares a table before us; 
here it is that he anoints our head with oil; 


here it is that our cup runneth over: for 


here it is that we eat the fleſh of the Son of 


man; and drink his blood; for here it is 


that we become One with Chriſt, and Ch riſt 


with us; that we perfect the life of grace, 
the infancy of the life of glory. With the 
greateſt zeal and warmth, therefore, always 
approach the Lord's table: this gives us our 


ſpiritual ſupport in our paſſage through this 


wilderneſs of miſery; and if we partake 
duly and rightly of this table here, we ſhall 
hereafter fit down in the kingdom of God 
with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob; we ſhall 


ſhare of the heavenly inſtead of the earthly 


banquet ; we ſhall be called to the marriage 
ſupper of the Lamb. 

The pſalm concludes with theſe words, 
Surely goodneſs and mercy ſhall follow me 
all the days of my life; and I will dwell in 
the houſe of the Lord for ever. The firſt 
part of the verſe, ſurely goodneſs and mer- 
cy ſhall follow me all the days of my life, 


relates to the ſpiritual comforts, of this 


world. Goodneſs and mercy imply in them 
DJ | that 
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that grafions nenten by. whigh>-Gpd, 

nes See Chriſt: i bleſſes v and 

glorif ce aints. He it is who is gad to 
e 


Upon. him, and. hoſe merty is 
Pe x all bis. works. . And; this. goodneſs and 
his mercy, the faithful chriſtian experiences 
from the womb to the gray&+itds;thie that 
Herre gives him life, and brings him out 
of by former nothing. into exiſtence : it is 
this di a that afterwards-giyes him 


l c 


a ne that waſhes away the foul pol- 
Je laver of regeneration ; 
57 TROY: ecomes meet to inherit thoſe: 
SY TEgians Where no unclean thing can 
enter; it is this divine goodneſs that reſtores 
us "whenever we have erred from the way 
of li life, that preſeryes in us the Ipiritual - 


principle by the food he affords us in, his 


holy facrament,; 5 that comforts us.in;all:our-+ 


tribulations, and in the hour of death. And 


the Lord does not only 


b 871 Ne - 


guide and. direct us 


| here; but renders « our ſtats; campletely;hap--: 
PY_. "Ind J blefieg. berate ase the i 
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: in'the houle of the Lord for enge Thisas + 


a op ption nof our future bleſſedneſs, which i 
will Ko fin the enjoyment of uninter- 
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tupted pleaſures at the right hand of God 
for ever. The houſe of the Lord means 
the New Jeruſalem, the city prepared for 
thoſe of you that ſincerely believe in God, 
and obey his commands, where there ſhall 
be no more death, neither ſorrow nor cry- 
ing, nothing grievous either to feel or fear. 
The word rendered I will dwell, fignifies in 
the Hebrew language, I will ſpend my ſab- 
bath : meaning that when God has gra- 
ciouſly conducted me through all the ſtages 
of this life, has purified my heart, and made 
me fit for his glorious preſence, I ſhall then 
be removed from this uncertain, fluctuating 
ſtate, to the ſteady, uninterrupted reſt pre- 
pared for the ſaints above, which ſhall 
never more be diſturbed by the fear of 
change, or the apprehenſions of future evil, 
which can never break in upon this ſacred, 
eternal ſabbath. 
Thus have I given you the meaning of 
this whole pſalm, in as plain a manner as I 
am able. All that remains for me now to 
do is, to conclude with an inference or two 
from the whole: Firſt then you ſee that the 
divim and comfortable influences of the 
Holy Spirit, are only to be obtained in the 
Vol. I. R chriſtian 
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chriſtian paths. Theſe paths are pointed 
out to you in the holy ſcriptures, and in 
them alone. To them, therefore, in God's 
name, I earneſtly exhort you all to apply, 


| You. ſee the confidence which David re- 


ceived from his truſt in Chriſt; and the 
ſame unſhaken faith you will find in every 
ancient patriarch of the Old Teſtament: 
their faith was chriſtian; their life divine; 


their hopes heavenly, They ſaw, and im- 
moveably relied upon a future Saviour, as 
you muſt do in a Redeemer already come. 


The Old Teſtament, for the confirmation 


of your faith, holds out to you in every line 


fome chriſtian doctrine; ſome article of 
goſpel faith. Chriſtianity, ever fince the 
tranſgreſſion of our firſt parents, has been 
the comfort of pious believers; and a per- 


fect Saviour the only reliance of fallen, 
corrupted man: leave not this ſupport: 


but ſeeing we are encompaſſed with ſo 
ay à cloud of witneſſes, let us look, and 
eep our eyes for ever fixed too upon Jeſus, 


the author and finiſher of our faith. —And, 
laſtly, the bleſſings enumerated in this 


pſalm axe, ſo many and important, El ſo 
conſtantly afforded us from the time of our 


birth 
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birth to the final conſummation of all things, 
for 11 is God that takes us out of our mo- 
ther's womb, it is He that guides us with 
counſel, and after that receives us with 
glory, that if we have a due ſenſe of them, 
we ſhall never forfeit our claim thereto, by 
denying our only Lord Jeſus Chriſt that 
bought us, either by our unchriſtian prin- 
ciples or unchriſtian practices. However 
great the preſent happineſs, however ſub- 
lime and inexpreflible the future hopes of 
Chriſt's real diſciples are, his pretended 
ones are certainly excluded, The twelve 
thrones are prepared for the twelve apoſtles, 
to judge the twelve tribes of Iſrael, and to 
rule triumphantly in Chriſt's glorious king- 

dom in power and majeſty, yet good had it 
been for the apoſtate Judas if he had never 
been born, and as certainly will every 
hardened infidel in faith or practice now 
be excluded from the table of the faithful 


Abraham, and from His preſence who is of - 


purer eyes than to behold iniquity. Turn, 
therefore, my brethren, to your merciful 
Saviour, by a fincere repentance and A 
lively faith; then will the Holy Choſt de- 
ſcend upon you, and renew your ſouls; he 
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will carry you through life with ſafety ; ; he 
will optn to you here the unbounded Pro- 
ſpect of eternity, which will make all your 
troubles diſappear ; and he will at laſt make 
you triumphant over death and hell; he 
will burſt the bands of the grave ; he will 
Ps this corruptible into incorruption, 
this mortal into immortality. Therefore, 
0 beloved brethren, be ye ſteadfaſt, im- 
moveable, always abounding i in the 2 of 
the Lord,. foraſmuch as ye know that your 
labour mall not be in vain in the Lord. 
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Tt HE redemption of man from the guilt 
and miſery of fin diſplayeth to us the 
height and depth of every divine perfec- 
tion. When we view the original 125 of 
creation, we ſee indeed the power and omni- 
potence of God ſhine forth. Every object 
declareth that the Father of the Univerſe 
is almighty ; and that in heayen above, and 
in earth beneath, all dependeth on His ir- 
reſiſtible will. The more we ſtretch our 
capacities to comprehend the extent of the 
univerſe, the more are we amazed at that 
incomprehenſible power, which ſupporteth 
the infinite variety of things. But in mere 
creation we are rather ſtruck with the power 
of God, than with his other more amiable- 
perfections. Irrefiſtible indeed is the power 
that ſupplieth the ſun with his everlaſting. 
R 3 light; 
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light; and who doth not tremble under that 
arm, which ſhaketh, at its pleaſure, the 
very earth from its centre? But in the works 
of this lower world, the good we enjoy is 
ſo miſerably blended with the evils which 
we ſuffer, that many thoughtful minds have 
often been perplexed, when they have at- 
tempted to reconcile the goodneſs of God, 
with the miſerable condition of His crea- 
tures. Poverty and fickneſs, thoſe loath- 

ſome bodily infirmities, make ſuch wretched 
hayock among mortal men, that the days of 
human life, though ſhort and tranfient, 
ſeem often infinitely too long, when op- 


preſſed with ſuch miſerable calamities. Ig- 
norance and wickedneſs, thoſe ftill greater 


evils, do ſo often miſlead and perplex the 
mind, that the world we are placed in ſeems 
rather an habitation of frantic bedlamites, 
than of rational creatures. Nor is the ge- 
neral ſyſtem, of things f in this world more 
ſmooth. and eaſy, than the ſtate of indivi- 
duals., In one part of the earth, we have 


the, raging peſtilence and the deyouring 
ſword cutting ſhort our threeſcore years and 
ten; and in Another we have mighty cities 

and wealthy nations trembling. from their 
founda- 
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foundations, and diſappearing almoſt as tho“ 
they had never been. In a word, whatever 
way we turn our eyes, we ſee, tis true, an 
almighty power prefiding, but whether that 
power doth love or hate us; whether He is 
our Father to protect us, or our Judge to 
puniſh us, this outward frame of things 
could never demonſtrate. But when He that 
made us determined alſo to redeem us, that 
eternal mercy then ſhone forth, which 
dwelleth in the divine nature. The incat- 
nation of the Son of God is a proof to men 
and angels, that the mercy of God is over 
all His works. Wretched and loſt as we 
were by our rebellion againſt God, the means 
of returning to happineſs are now afforded 
us. The Saviour of the world hath preach- 
ed to us the way of life, and hath ſuffered,” 
and died on the croſs, that we might be able 
to'walk in that way. He hath given us light 
to direct our underſtandings, and power to 
change our affections. Without the one we 
ſhould not ſee what is right; without the 
our we ſhould have no ability to perform! 

If we take but the moſt haſty view of 8 
| al paſſes in the mind of man, we ſhall ſee 


how truly he is 10%, and how glorious that 
| ſalva- 
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ſalvation is, which delivers him from ſo 
wretched a condition. If we could have 
any doubt what man thinks, and what he 
Neeb, his actions would tell us both. The 
diſorder and confuſion that prevail in the 
world. from the unbridled paſſions of thoſe 
* lat live in it, are a notorious proof that we 
are not what we ſhould be. Now all this 
"the Saviour of the world came to correct; 
{it it was his '6nly errand; He did not come to 
, Ai dimm you by a name; he did not come, 
a 0 me nguld ſometimes think from the vul- 
_ ray of his pretended followers, 
: to eſtabliſh : a partyin religion; but to change, 
to refine, to purify you. Let us take a 
ſhort view 'of what this univerſal Redeemer 
came into the world to accompliſh, that ſo 
vou may judge from the ſtate of your own 
1 ou s, how far the end of his incarnation is 
„ en wered to you'; that where you are right, 
1 Nou may thank that Redeemer who made 
Du ſo; Lauck where yo are wrong, you 
oc repent and fin no more. 
2 bk 25 the higheſt, and the ſublimeſt of 
ae ties are "thoſe, Which we dependent 
Is owe to the independent Creator, 


6] 


„ 


t is fit char we begin with theſe. Now 
what 


appenr in the lowly, laborious 
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what Humility of ſoul are we taught in the 


-yoſpel?'" How are we called upon to reve- 
rence him, who hath no beginning of days, 


6 end of life: to hear him, when, Ly 


»Speaketly;1 to obey him, when he 
mindeth ; to receive all his diſpenſations a8 
-the- dppointments of wiſdom. that cannot 


etr. With what amazing light and ſplendor 
does the evangelic revelation enn the 
throne of the Almighty? How divinel nely is 


he repreſented, cloathed with light as with 


garment, and ſtretching out the heavens 


ke a curtain between him and mortal men? 
When he manifeſts himſelf to this lower 


world, the earth ſhakes and, trembles, the 
foundations of the hills are moved, andin al 
the awful terror of almighty Majeſty,” he 


comes Hying POR the wings of the wind, 


F and diſciples of the Wi of 


{ FC, 


Man, who came to ſave Us, and by his" own 
divine leſſons alſo, as ſitting at the n ad of 


the univerſe, as appoig Ws bs each matt his 
lot, and the ſtation w he is to 405 One 


man is deſtined by his ele d Free e to 


1 


Bales Er- 
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„nne and poverty; another Is 2 adorned 


with 
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with riches, magnificence, and honours, | 
He conducteth us, as it were by the hand, 


into human life, when and - where he 
pleaſeth; and when he pleaſeth he taketh 


us back again. Thus has the Son of Man 


enlightened our minds with regard to the 
Father of the Univerſe, Full of glory and 
majeſty in himſelf, the author and diſpoſer 


of every event relating to us, with what 


reverence and humility are you his creatures 
to appear before him. Moulded by his 
almighty hands, out of the clay in the 

ſtreets, into the forms you now bear, you 
can never enough celebrate his unbounded 
glory, or ſufficiently expreſs your own vile- 
neſs. The Son of Man hath ſhewed you 
the wiſdom of loving, of adoring God ; and 
hath thundered in your ears the folly of 
valuing yourſelves on outward diſtinctions, 
which are only the poor neceſſary requiſites, 
to keep in order this filly, tumultuous 
world. He came to ſave you from that fan- 
taſtic pride which bewitcheth the human 
heart; and to this purpoſe he hath revealed 


to you the majeſty of the God of Heaven, 


and the abſolute nothingneſs of His crea- 


tures on earth. When he came to ſave 


you, 
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you, he came to poſſeſs your ſouls with an 
unalterable humility; which ſhould make 
you tremble before him in the higheſt proſ- 
perity; which ſhould make you depend. 
upon him with unſhaken confidence in the 
loweſt adverſity. Informed as you now are, 
of the glorious nature of God ; convinced, 
as you muſt be, that your all depends on 
him, with what cautious reverence ſhould 
| you faſhion your whole lives, in conformity 
to his bleſſed will? And yet, though the 
Son of Man came down among us, to ſhew 
us what we owe to the Father of heaven 
and earth; though he giveth us his almighty _ 
{pirit to enable us to perform what we owe, 
yet how ſhamefully do we ſtand accuſed in 
the preſence of our righteous Judge? Prayer, 
that ſacred act whereby we proſtrate our- 
ſelves at the footſtool of the Almighty, is by 
ſome totally neglected; is by others per- 
formed in ſuch an offenſive, indecent man- 
ner, as to turn the very act itſelf into a fin. . 
For is it not a fin, and the fouleſt fin. too, 
to behave in theſe ſacred temples with, 
wanton levity, when the word of eternal 
life is read to you, for your inſtruction and 
information? Io fit as if you were unin- 
tereſted 


D. > 
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tereſted in what is ſpoke to you from 
heaven? As if the Almighty could teach, 
and you ſhould be at liberty to neglect His 
teachings. Is it any proof, think you, that 
you have been illuminated by the light of 
the goſpel, that you ſuffer your hearts to 
wander after every trifling object, in the very 
. ſolemn hour of prayer? Good God! who 
could think that you had been taught by 
patriarchs, prophets, and 'apoſtles, nay by 
the well-beloved Son of God himſelf? Who 
that came into our temples, and ſaw you 
leaning and gazing about with the ſtupid 
indifference of idiots, could think that you 
had any concern in the holy ſervice, per- 
formed | by the prieſt? What is it to you 
who are thus unconcerned, that we put up 
petitions for thoſe who are wearied with 
2 burden of their ſins? What avails it 
that we cry aloud for mercy on the penitent, 
afflicted finner, when you are neither peni- 
tent, nor afflicted? The careleſs and un- 
affected having nothing to do with the 
petitions preſented. have nothing to expect 
from the thercies fought for. Let me re- 
commendl it to you therefore, (and do not 


let! me do it 9 without ſucceſs,) to fuit 
0 your 
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your behaviour in this houſe to the buſineſs 
on —— you come here. The mind even 
of the leaſt-xnowing chriſtian, cannot. be 
unacquainted with the awful majeſty = 
God, with the deplorable poverty, an 
wretchedneſs of man. Why then do you 
act againſt your knowledge? Why do you 
5 bow the knee before the Almighty? 
Why do you not proſtrate yourſelves on the 
earth, when you implore His, pardon, 
when you aſk His protection? There, tee 
to, be ſeveral perſons in this congregation, 
and thoſe advanced in years too, W 
appear never to bow the knee at all i in 
prayer, except juſt at the altar, when they 
are compelled to do it. That there ſhould 
be ſuch a foul cuſtom is the ſaddeſt proof 
of the ignorance and iniquity, of the times. 
It is almoſt peculiar to the kingdoms, 
which we belong ; and will, till it is amen - 
ed, remain an everlaſting reproach. to 1 
name of proteſtants, for other. bench; 
would be aſhamed of ſuch bah e 
am ſorry to return to this ſupject 0 „often; 
but while you are not aſhamed to tranſeres, 
| ſhall; not be aſhamed ta tell yon, that you 
do tranſgreſs, How different, a, conduct 
my | di 
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did the Son of God come down to teach 
you! what holy humility ! what -ardent 
devotion! what patient refignation ! what 
eternal ſubmiſſion to the Father of ſpirits, 
does he inculcate, does he inſpire into his 
faithful followers! All the pride of nature 
he expels, and all the args, of e he 
introduces. | 

*And as he thus came to ſave us from all 
the pride and ignorance into which we 
were ſank, ſo did he come to deliver us 
from all thoſe low and ſelfiſh paffions, by 
which we violate our neighbour's peace, 
and interrupt the happineſs of our fellow- 
creatures. Man, naturally greedy of en- 
creafing poſſeſſions, that he may thereby 
have the means of indulging his appetites, - 
violates every obligation, breaks through 
every reſtraint, and diſregards all the miſe- 
ries that others ſuffer. From hence he 
envies his neighbour's happinefs, deſtroys 
his reputation, over-reaches him by every 
artifice, treats him as if he had no' feeling, 
and ſeems to forget every thing in the 
whole creation, but his poor, narrow, con- 
temptible ſelf. F rom this curſe Jeſus Chriſt 


came down to ſave us. He came to enlarge 
„ our 
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our minds, by ſhewing us that there is a 
connection, a kind of unity among the 
creatures of God; that you are not to look 
upon yourſelves as fingle, ſeparate indivi- 
duals, but as a part of one great body, 
intimately concerned for the happineſs of 
every other, even the remoteſt part. To 
carry on this great and exalted plan, his 
precepts are all calculated. He commands 
you to rejoice in the happineſs of the happy, 
to be afflicted for the miſeries of the 
miſerable. He commands you to contri- 
bute abundantly to the neceſſities of thoſe 
that want ; if you have but little, to ſpare 
part even of that little for their relief. He 
requires you to ſacrifice many of your 
pleaſures to the wants of thoſe about you. 
He requires you to ſtoop to the infirmities 
of others, that you may either remove or 
comfort them. You are not to quench the 
ſmoaking flax, or break the bruiſed reed ; 
whatever infirmities there are in human 
nature, you are to bear with them, to 
pity them, and to uſe them tenderly. 
The injuries, which you needs muſt re- 
ceive in your paſſage through lite, you 
are to forgive perfectly and altogether, 

ph "of 


272 SERMON XVI. 
ſo as to return bleſſing for curſing, and 
good for evil. To this purpoſe you have a 
perfect unerring example held out to you. 
All that is required of you has been done 
before you. Jeſus Chriſt has given life to 
every precept, and animated every divine 
command. Forgetful of himſelf, he ruſhed 
from thie throne of eternity, where he 4 
encircled with glory and majeſty, and 

appeared a wretched inhabitant of this 
wretched world, that he might ſuſtain the 
weakneſs, and undergo the miſeries, in 
order to purge away the ſins of human 
nature. Hence it comes; that we ſee this 
divine preacher of poverty and ſelf-denial, 
poor and deſtitute even of the ordinary 
comforts of life. Though he created all 
things; though he ſupplied the ſun with 
his inſupportable brightneſs, and the moon 
with her everlaſting ſplendor, yet this. 
former of all things had not where to lay 
his head. He commanded us not to love 
the world, neither the things of the world; 
therefore he himſelf trampled them all 
under his feet, partook of none of its 
enjoyments, ſhared none of its pleaſures; 


þut- from a ſtate of dev out ſolitude, of holy 
ſeparation, 
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neßß is here rendered intelligible, and chril- | 
tians have an unanſwerable Proof, from N 


ought to prefer the happineſs of others to. | 
tbeir own advantage. Is ſubmifion and 
gentleneſs under injuries g great. and Unpro- ; 
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inſulted for his patience, he bore every in- 
dignity to which human nature is Hable, 
yet like a lamb before its ſhearers was he 
dumb, and opened not his mouth. If he 
commands us to bear our croſs, it is only to 


come after him; if we cannot without much 


tribulation enter into the kingdom of God, 
let no tongue complain of the unalterable 
conditions; but do you rather look unto 


the Son of God, the author and finiſher of 


your faith, and ſee there a man of ſorrows, 
and acquainted with grief, ſunk down, even 


from the light of God's countenance, by 


the fins of the whole world, and there you 
will find that there never was any forrow 
like unto his ſorrow, though he had done 


no fin, neither was any guile found in his 


mouth. 
Thus did-the Son 'of God come dil to 
ſave you from the corruptions of your own 


nature. He gave his perfect precepts to 


guide you ; his divine example to animate 
you; and above all, his eternalſpirit to en- 
able you to follow both. Thus bleſſed 
then with the means of ſalvation, let your 
lives ſhew that you are ſaved. The ſalvation 


which i is to be perfected in another life, by 


cloathin 2 
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cloathing your mortal bodies with the 
ſplendor of immortal angels, muſt be begun 
here. Though your bodies cannot here be 
delivered from the weakneſſes of mortality, 
yet your ſouls can be freed from the domi- 
nion of fin. And this is the only pledge 
you have of your future deliverance. The 
triumph of the ſoul is an earneſt of the fu- 
ture triumph of the body. Bring forth 
therefore the fruits, that belong to your 
holy calling, unfeigned humility. towards 
God, unbounded mercy towards man. If 
theſe have not yet appeared in your lives, 
you have not a moment to loſe, for it is not 
your profeſſing chriſtiany, but your living 


chriſtian lives that will avail you. And if 


the Son of God who came in mercy to ſave 
you, hath not ſaved you, he will ſoon appear 


in another character, dreadful to corrupt 


human nature, and as a judge he will con- 
demn you. 
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Hom 0 5 when I cry with my voice : have 

. mercy alſo upon me, and anſwer me. When 
\ . thou ſaidſt, ſeek ye my face; my heart ſaid 
unto Thee, Thy face, Lord, will I ſeek. Hide 
not thy face far from me; put not thy ſer- 


; vant away in anger: Thou haſt been my help, 


leave me not, neither forſake me, O God 1 my 
aſe; 


Pe palm, like every * of the word 
of God, directs the ſons of men to the 
true ſource of happineſs, from whence they 
may derive an abundant ſupply for every 
natural want, a never- failing remedy for 
every affliction. God, who mercifully hears 
the prayers of all that come with ſincere faith, 
is the only guide to a wandering ſinner, the 
only principle of life to them who are in 
bondage to death. To him, who is the great 
reſtorer of fallen nature, muſt you all come 


to be delivered from fin and miſery, and on 
S 3 this 
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this your God and Saviour muſt you wait in 
peace and quietneſs, till He hasaccompliſh- 
ed his full and perfect will in you, till he 
has ſubdued you to himſelf, and filled you 
with the abundance of his heavenly life. 
There is no ſupport to the ſoul of man till 
it can throwitſelf with full confidence upon 
the God of heaven and earth; till finding 
itfef redeemed from the flavery of civikly 
85 affections, its hopes and defires are fixed 
upon the one firm unalterable good, which 
is ever communicating its Wente of life and 
happinefs to the ſbul that is open to admit 
them. Upon the favour of this our Re- 
deemer depend life and all things: in his 
preſence i is fullneſs of joy, and from him are 
derive the pute and fac red pleaſures of 
eternity. Look not they for peace, where 
no peace is, in the enfoyment of worldly 
advantages; for theſe are but as a gueſt 
which tarry for à day! but turn your eyes 
to God, in whom are all perfection cen- 
| tered, who is infinitely fairer than the chil- 
dren of men, 'wh6 overflows with tnercy 
towards the work of his hands, and who is 
ever wont to give more than either we can 
alk or think. It was this living, mighty 
= - 
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ſaith, which wrought ſo powerfully in the 
believers of every age, that ſcorning the 
offers of a periſhing world, though ruſhed 
through all the oppoſition of fallen nature, 
to enjoy more and more of the redeeming 
power of God in their ſouls, and to experi- 
ence ſtill more of that divine love, which 
fills and beautifies every power and faculty 
of the ſoul. This is the bleſſing after which 
you muſt all aſpire, and for which you muſt 
wait upon God your Saviour, till He ſpeaks 
peace to-your ſouls, and ranſoms you from 
death and deſtruction. You muſt all requeſt 
at the throne of mercy, the ſpirit and 
power of prayer, that you may never leave 
crying for deliverance, till your prayer is 
heard, and your cry received. The in- 
{pired pſalmiſt has, in the wordsI have read, 
.deſcribed the progreſs of a ſoul, panting 
after the diſplay of heavenly love in itſelf, 
and eagerly waiting for a farther advance- 
ment in the divine and inward life, where- 

by the weakneſs of nature is loſt, and the 
ſtrength and perfections of God prevail. 

A deſcription it is, full of heaveply v wiſdo 52 
to the enguiring ſoul, which whoſo is 


wo ponder in the depth and ſecret of 2 
heart, 
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heart, till finding his own ſtate and condi- 
tion therein repreſented, he is conformed to- 
the divine image here held forth, and thereby 
underſtands the loving kindneſs of the Lord. 


The conduct of the enlightened king of 


Iſrael will be the conduct of every true 
chriſtian, who has begun to advance towards 
the promiſed land of peace and glory: ſuch 
an one will; join his voice with David, and 
cry out, Hear, O Lord, when-I cry with 
* my voice, have mercy alſo upon me, 
and anſwer me.” If we run through the 
whole extent of the univerſe, and try the 
weight and value of every thing 'we meet 
with, we ſhall find that there is no help in 
any created object, whoſe perfections, be they 
ever ſo great, are not from themſelves, but 
are all derived from the one univerſal ſup- 
ply, to which all muſt have recourſe: There. 
is no help in man, or. angel, who. are only 
removed above want, as they continue to 
drink at the fountain of living water, which 
runs in plentiful ſtreams through. the whole 
creation, and waters abundantly both hea- 
ven and earth. To God our Saviour muſt 
we cry for mercy, who alone is mighty and 
able to ſave, To * footſtool of his hea- 
n venly 


e you come, ard there fall 
| in his ſacred preſence; cloathed 
witt the garments of humility; broken and 


contrite in heart for the grievoris corruption 


of your nature, and empt ied of every high 
and aſpiring thought, of every flattering 
imagination, which would repreſent you as 
any thing higher than duſt and aſhes, than 
fin and mifery. In this awful and tremen- 
dous preſence, how muſt man, who is a 
vorm of the earth, be humbled and reduced 
to nothing? Yet hither muſt he come or 
periſh forever, for there is no fountain 


opened for ſin and for uncleanneſs, but this 


all-purifying fountain in the courts of the 


Lord's houſe: hither muſt he come, for there 


is no High Prieſt to intercede for the ſin- 
ner; no appeaſing ſacrifice to offer; no 
bleſfing of peace and life to be communi- 
eated, but in the heavenly Jeruſalem, where 
is that adorable High Prieft, who lives and 
will ever live to make interceſſion and re- 
_ conciliation and to bring forth the choiceſt 
bleſſings forthe ſons of men: hither muſt he 


come, for this is the only way into the holy 


of holies, the full and unclouded preſence 
1 * God of Iſrael, who fits enthroned 
10 2 | between 
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between the Cherubim. Since theſe things 
are ſo, the chriſtian ſupplicant, who is in 
earneſt purſuit of real happineſs, has no- 
thing to do but to turn all the powers of 
bis ſoul wholly and entirely to God hö 
Saviour, and not to leave off interceding 
till the golden ſcepter is held forth, and life 
and pardon are obtained. Unto him who 
heareth and receiveth prayers, muſt all who 
expect deliverance come, and the language 
of one muſt be the language of all, Hear, 
„O Lord, when I cry with my voice: have 
„ mercy alſo upon me, and anſwer. me,” 
As happineſs is only to be derived from 
God, every thing depends on the ſuppli- 
cants being heard: heaven muſt be, as it 
were, ſtormed with prayers, and God be in 
a manner forced to hear and grant the peti- 
tions of his elect, who cry unto Him day 
and night. The ſoul that has felt the weight 
of its own inbred and powerful corrup- 
tions, and has felt the vanity of earthly 
things, has no proſpect af peace but from a 
manifeſtation of the life and power of hea- 
ven in his foul, whereby he can riſe ſupe - 
rior to all the idle infignificant events of 
this world, and encreaſe in that divine and 
heavenly nature, wherein all the riches of 
eternity 
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eternity are contained. This is the requeſt 
of the chriſtian's lips, and the only wiſh of 
bis foul : he wants to know how this bap- 
pineſs, which the world cannot, give, may 
be attained, and it is for this he prays, when 
ho ſays, Have mercy alſo upon me, and 
«+. anſwer me: Do thou, O God, my 
+ Savigur, the work of whoſe hands I am, 
«look down in pity upon thy wretched 
creature, and behold me wandering I 
know not where, in purſuit of happineſs 

« I, cannot find: Take compaſſion, I be- 
«+ ſeech Thee, on that blindneſs which hin- 
ders me from ſeeing, and that weakneſs 
which hinders me from walking in the 
% way. that leads to life. I am, Thou 
6 knoweſt, an object of thy all-comprehend- 
ing mercy, for it is thou alone canſt give 
me what I aſk for, an inheritance that 
*« fadeth not away, like earthly vanities, 
but eternal in the heavens : this is my 
*« requeſt, ſomething that will perfectly fill 
© up. the mighty void in my ſoul ; that will 


calm the raging paſſions in my breaſt, and | 


« give meè peace which changeth not. In 
Thee, my redeeming God, is all this cen- 
©, tered, and from Thee alone can I be ef- 
4 fectually directed to obtain it. Send 

13194 « forth 
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forth then, I humbly beſeech Thee, a ray 
«from thyſelf, the inexhauſtible ſource of 
e uncreated light, to direct my ſteps into 
i the way of peace; utter thy ſtill fmall 
voice in the fecret of my heart, and ſay, 
this is the way, walk thou in it; and 
1 finally, or all beſides will avail me no- 
* thing. So renew and reſtore the languid 
powers of my ſoul by thy creative word, 
that the direction which thou giveſt I may 
+ be able and willing to follow.” —When 
the ſoul'of man is in this ſtate, then is it 
prepared; and will never fail to hear the 
bleſſed voice of the Saviour of the world, 
proceeding from the mercy- ſeat and ſaying. 
Seek ye my face.” In theſe words are 
contained the whole extent of divine love; 
and the depth of human wiſdom and 
+ happineſs. It is by this direction that we 
may be guided through the intricate laby- 
rinth of life, and may walk ſecurely amidſt 
thoſe perplexing ways which lead ſuch 
numbers from the path of happineſs. If 
you ſeek the Lord with all your heart, as the 
only good of your ſouk, as the only object 
worthy your love; if you pray to be 
drawn off from all attachment to the crea- 


ture, and to be only actuated by the living 
preſence 
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preſence. of God in your ſouls, you will 
then find that peace and contentment 
which you know not where to look for 
now, and which every thing promiſes hut 
nothing gives you. The preſence of God is 
the only ſpring of light and comfort to the 


happineſs, and continue to enjoy it, amidſt 
all outward interruptions whatever. No 
perſecution, no diſtreſs can deprive a real 
chriſtian of this heavenly banquet, which 
is always prepared for them who ſeek it. 


How great is the privilege here afforded to 


mankind, when God permits us to paſs by 
the painted trifles that ſurround us, aud to 
aſpire after a divine and myſtical union 
with himſelf! He, who is all perfection; 
in whom is centered every good; and, from 
whom, as an inexhauſtible fountain, every 
beauty in the natural and ſpiritual world is 
derived; who is the bright light of the hea- 
venly kingdoms, and the inexpreſſible glory 
of the angelic hoſt, He, (forever bleſſed be 
His name for this his wonder of mercy!) 


condeſcends to invite men to ſhare of this 


ſacred bleſſing, and to fill every deſire of 
their ſoul in the enjoyment of himſelf, w 


human ſoul ;-'it is here man can find his 
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i; all in all. Ho ſhould it humble you-to 
bear the mighty God directing His gracious 
words to ſuch vile worms and ſtubborn re- 
bels as yourſelves; and how ſhouid it en- 
flame your hearts with the fire of heavenly 
love to ſee the higheſt happineks offered you, 
when you were in the loweſt ſtate of miſery. 
— Though we are in a world of the utmoſt 
wretckedneſs and confution, yet in the pro- 
ſence of God our Saviour we find a ſecure 
retreat; here the ſtorms are huſhed, and 
nature is freed from that hurry and tumuk 
into which fin has thrown it. The chriſ- 
tian is not to depend on future expectations 
only, but finds the happineſs of eternity 
begun in his ſoul in this life: the light of 
God's countenance fthining in his. heart, 
diſpels all his fears, and is 'a principle of 
comfort and joy, when all earthly things 
fail, With what rapture may a chriſtian 
confider his ſtate, who knows his happineſs 
depends upon what can never be diminiſh- 
ed, even on the boundleſs perfections of the 
Godhead : united to which, he will know 
nothing but peace, joy, and love, from tige 
to age, and from generation to generation. 


The cbriſtian being thus invited by God 
| himſelf 
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himſeif to drink freely and plentifully of 


this river of life, anfwers with holy David: 
«« My heart ſaid unto thee, thy face, Lord, 
ill I ſeek.” This is the bleſſed reſolu- 
tion of x diſciple of Chriſt ; and oh! that 
God would give all here preſent grace to 
breath forth the fame heavenly inclination: 
When the ſoul of man has once taſted of this 
divine gift, has once found the difference 
between earthly and heavenly joys, it is all 
on fire to receive ſtill more and more of 
theſacred illumination, and to be kept free 
from every worldly incumbrance, that ſo 
the voice of mercy may be heard without 


interruption. The Lord, who redeemed 


him, and has begun to ſhed abroad his love 
in His heart; is the only object of his deſire, 
is the only thing he ſeeks. The language 
of his heart is: Thy preſence, Lord, into 
**-which thy redeeming love has permitted 
*+ ſo vile a wretch to enter, is the ſanctuary 

„ wherein my whole heart deſi res to dwell 
+ from henceforth even for ever. I know 
no good but Thee, and I with for nothing 
but a full and perfect manifeſtation of 
e thyſelf to my heart. Keep me, I humbly 


 ** beſeech thee, in a conſtant ſenſe of thy 


holy 
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holy preſence, and let me ever fel thy 
*« gracious influence upon my ſoul. In thy 
“light may I fee light, and may every mo- 
tion of my heart be guided by thy uner- 
« ring direction. Vouchſafe, in pity to thy 
ti helpleſs ſervant, to draw me off from every 
«interruption of this creature, that ſo l 
** may be thine, and thine only and entirely 
*« Subdue the reſtleſsneſs of my own nature, 
«that ſo the gentleſt whiſper of thy divine 
*© ſpirit may be heard, and its bleſſed effects 
«© be produced. Be. pleaſed to finiſhiand 
« compleat thy work, by introducing ſuch 
« an holy, perfect calm and ſilence within, 
«© that no outward object or inward paſſion 
* may in the leaſt interrupt my TS re- 


enſoyment of the divine — — 
union with the God and Saviour of the 
world, being the only foundation of happi- 
neſs, the chriſtian, who has had the eyes of 
his underſtanding opened, by the power of 
his Redeemer, to ſee theſe-great=truths,' is 
very importunate in the next petitionof the 

pfalm; . Hide not thy face far from me: 

put not thy fervant, away in anger.“ The 1 


whole creation cannot ſatisfy. the deſires of 
K man: 


- 
„ * 
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man: he finds an emptineſs in every object 
that he enjoys, and though he raves from 
creature to creature till his days are at an 
end, he finds himſelf more wearied and 
diſſatisfied than when he firſt ſet out, and 
returns convinced that every object of hu- 
man purſuit, however loud its pretenfions 
may be, ſhould have this divine deſcrip- 
tion and warning conſpicuouſly inſcribed 
upon it, Vanity of vanities; all in me 
jg vanity. When we conſider the horror 
of a ſoul which has quenched the heavenly 
fire from time to time conveyed into it 
from the celeſtial altar; has ſpent its whole 


ſtrength in ridiculous empty ſchemes of its 


own, in direct oppoſition to the revelation 
of the divine will, and that after all nothing 
remains but an unſatisfying view of the paſt, 
and a certain fearful looking for of judg- 
ment to come; who can wonder that the 
chriſtian petitioner is importunate for a 
continuance and increaſe of that heavenly 


bleſſing, which ſatisfies all his. wants, and 
fills up his ſoul to the full? In the light of 


. God's countenance he finds his joy and hap- 
pineſs confiſt, and that nothing can hurt 


him while he is poſſeſſed thereof. It is 


Vol. I. 73 therefore 
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therefore always his petition t6 his God 


and Saviour, Hide not thy face far from 


me; put not thy ſervant away in anger: 


thou haſt been my help, leave me not, 
neither forſake me, O God of my ſalva- 


„tion.“ This world is a place of baniſn- 
ment, far removed from the full light of 
heaven, and the glorious diſplay of the 
divine perfections; nothing but diſorder 


and miſery in a thouſand ſhapes appear, 


to whatever we turn our eyes; all is confu- 


ſion from the cradle to the grave; out of 


this troubled fea it is that the chriſtian 


prays to be delivered, and brought into 
the holy tranquillity of the pure, unruffled, 
celeſtial nature. But how ſhall a ſoul, 
clogged with this filthy load of fleſh, with 


this carnal earthly body, ever ſoar above its 


dark confinement of fallen nature, and re- 
unite and mix itſelf with the exalted prin- 


ciple of perfect purity? Here muſt we 


glorify the incomprehenſible greatneſs of 
redeeming love, which has made a way for 
the ſoul to eſcape from its loathſome priſon. 


God is our help, and is become our” ſalva- 
tion, to deliver us from fin, and All its fatal 


eanfequthces. To him then muſt you all 


came 
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come to obtain this great deliverance; to 
him muſt you cry night and day, to obtain 
forgiveneſs of your numerous offences, and 
to receive the gift of reconciliation, by hay- 
ing your impure nature waſhed and cleanſed 
in the blood of the Lamb of God, the hea- 
venly fountain opened for earthly fin 
and for uncleanneſs: to this God of love 
muſt you come, and entreat him to take 
poſſeſſion of your hearts, and beg that his 
kingdom of love and light may be eſtabliſhed 
there, and his holy will be done in this 
your ſubdued, earthly nature, as it is in the 
| obedient orders of the heavenly kingdom. 
If you thus throw yourſelves upon him with- 
out limitation, joy and mirth will be heard 
in all your dwellings : there will be a light 
\ ſhining in this your priſon, and all your 
powers will be employed in ſinging praiſes 
to your Redeemer, who is thus able and 
willing to ſubdue all things to himſelf. To 
Him will you look, and on Him will yon 
depend from day to day, and join with an- 
gels and men in giving honour and praiſe 
unto God; for His is the kingdom of earth 
and heaven; His is the power of extending 
_ happineſs 
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happineſs to the utmoſt limits of creation ; 
His therefore, and His only is the glory of 


creating, redeeming, and glorifying for ever 
and ever. Amen. | 


8 
v 
i 
F 
2 
- « 
= | SER: 
ö 8 . ; — 
| pry) | 5 
[ — . ; 4 . 0 
*1 ; 7 
7 , 
' ” 
/ 
5 0 ' * > 
4 — [ 1 ; 
a +, - — £ 
i z f 4 7 1 J jT 
4! * # - a 
is Gig! 10 1 
ſ 1 


8 E R M O N XVIII. 


| Luke x. 37. 
Go, and do thou likewiſe. 


HF. à glorious proof of the goodneſs of 
God to man, that he hath been graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to make His own divine, un- 
erring conduct, the rule of ours. He that 
fitteth in the heavens over all, who com- 
mandeth his ſun to ſhine alike on the evil 
and on the good; who commandeth his 
rain to fall without diſtinction on the juſt 
and on the unjuſt; even this adorable 
Being commandeth us to follow His great 
example, and to love, and to do good to all, 
as far as our power will extend. The bleſſings 
of creation, and the infinitely greater bleſ- 
fings of redemption, this univerſal parent 
ſhowereth down on all his creatures. No 
iniquity. can check the motions of his love, 
no rebellion ' can reſtrain the workings of 
His mercy. He createth, He preſerveth, | 


He purifieth, and redeemhth, in ſpite of all 
8-3 the 
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the rebellion of man; in ſpite of all the 
Folly that prevaileth in this wretched world, 
His arms of mercy are ever open to receive 
us; His almighty power is ever prepared to 
ſupport us. From that remote, ſacred mo- 
ment, when He firſt vouchſafed to call 
created beings into life; from thence, even 
to this hour, hath His mercy been over all 
His works. Of this we had abundant proof 
in the work of redemption. | To raiſe our 
"miſerable nature, He united unto it his own 
divine eſſence. To heal our ſickneſſes, and 
to diſpel our ſorrows, by virtue of that tre- 
mendous, myſtic union, He himfelf became 
ſubject to fickneſs, and more than others a 
man of ſorrows. To give us knowledge, the 
All-wiſe became ignorant; to give us 
| ſtrength, the Almighty became weak; to 

give us life everlaſting, the Eternal died on 
| thecroſs. The God of ages, as it were, for- 
got himſelf, that all His creatures might be 
happy; and univerſal love ſeemeth almoſt 
to have ſwallowed up every other attribute 
ok the divine nature. In imitation then of 
5 this great original, „Go, and do thou like- 
4 wiſe,” This! is the profitable coneluſion, 


; _ which! our Lord draweth from 'the parable 
| of 


of the ad, aun in the words I have 
read to you, You mult not ſuppoſe that 
- this parable. hath no particular or preciſe 
meaning; or that it is a looſe and indiſtinct 
account of the behaviour of one man to- 
wards another without nicely regarding par- 
n _ ticular circumſtances. No; it is a faithful 
and exact deſcription of what has been ac- 
; tually dane ; but it is the deſcription of him 
who is indeed good ; from whom angels in 
heaven, and men on earth, receive all they 
have, and all they hope for. By the good 
Samaritan is meant . the Saviour of the 
world; by the wounded traveller is meant 
| the whole race of mankind. Under the 
actions of the good Samaritan is reprefented 
the mercy of our Redeemer, through whoſe 
abundant goodneſs we that were dead are 
alive again; we that were loft are found. 
Let us then contemplate the meaning of 
this holy parable with due attention, that 
we may ſee and adore the mercy, of our 
Redeemer ; that we may alſo. be ſo far con- 
formed to His divine image, that for, the 
future we may repent of our uncharitable- 
neſs, and go, and do like him.— The para- 
ble W with theſe words; A certain 


„man 
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2 went down from Ieruſalem to Jeri- 

+ gho, and fell among thieves, which ſtrip- 
1 him of his raiment, and wounded him, 

band departed, leaving him half dead.“ 
Now here we have an exact parabolical de- 
ferjption of the fall of man, whom God 
treated upright and perfect; a living finite 
image of His own infinite perfections. But 
when this immortal ſpirit of man deſcended 
film the heavenly Jeruſalem, the city of 
the liying God, to perform his courſe on 
Fauth Aeby the ſuggeſtion of his own nature, 
not kept under due ſubjection to the will of 
heaven; or by the ſubtle allurements of 
other, rebellious beings, he revolted from 
his God, loſt his glorious paradiſiacal na- 
ture, was mortally wounded by this ſad 
— — in his tendereſt part, and inſtantly 

was found half dead by but a death it was 
| t affected his far better half, for it de- 
Rpoyed all the faculties of his ſoul, left him 
gend to God, and heavenly. things; and 
enly alixe;ito; this world, and all its empty 
Yanities: Thus were we all left on our fall 
in yparadiſe: we that once could contem- 
plate the eternal truths of God, could now 


contemplate them no more: We that once 
delighted 
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delighted in praiſing and adoring the God 
of men and angels, now trembled before 
Him as our juſt Judge, dreading the purity 
of His holineſs: we that once lived in ex- 
alted happineſs on earth, bleſſed with a till © 
more glorious hope of a' yet higher happi- 
neſs in the heavens above, all at once fell 
from this divine ſtate, into miſery here, into 
a certain fearful looking for of judgment 
and loweſt wretchedneſs hereafſten. We 
that were exalted almoſt to the angels in 
glory and ſplendour, in a moment ſunk 
down almoſt on a level with the very beaſts 
of the earth. And what added to our mi- 
ſery, and made it compleat, was, our im 
ability to help ourſelves. It was not in 
man, or in any thing which he could per- 
form, to raiſe himſelf from this wretched 
depth. The ſpirit of God forſook him, for 
he was impure and corrupt; and having 
vainly truſted to himſelf, (which is till the 
great iniquity of man, ) he was left to ſes 
that in that ſelf dwelt no good thing. T6 
whatever part of the-creation he turned his 
eyes, he ſaw none that was able to ſave? 
All creatures depend, like man, from day 
to n for the ſupport of their various na- 

tures, 
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tures, on the God who formed them. The 
'patable' therefore proceeds to tell us, that 
_ < there came down a certain prieſt that 
« way; and when he ſaw him he paſſed by 
on the other fide. Andlikewiſea Levite, 
+ whenhewas at the place, came and looked 
on him, and paſſed by on the other fide.” 
By the Prieſt and Levite are here meant the 
Patriarchal and Moſaic diſpenſations. Theſe 
could not reſtore man to the life he had 
loſt ; for then needed not the Son of God 
to have deſcended from heaven. All they 
could do, (but this they very effectually did) 
was to point out the loſt eſtate of man, and 
redemption only by Jeſus Chriſt, the good 
Samaritan. For our great Creator to have 
now given us an holy law, and to have ex- 
pected our obedience to it, would have been 
in ſome meaſure, to have triumphed over 
us in our miſery. Our nature was become 
ſo corrupt, that we knew no obedience but 
to our own wretched defires and appetites. 
© Had even the exalted law of angels been 
given to us, it would only have encreaſed 
our guilt, and added to our miſery. All 
hopes of deliverance then by obedience to a 
"law were loſt. The loweſt depth, and inmoſt 


{ 
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ground of the ſdul of man was defiled. Un- 
charitableneſs, luſt, and pride, with every 
foul affection and hateful paſſion, had deaf- 
ened the ear againſt every call to love, pu- 
rity, and humility. In a word, man was 
become totally and only carnal, and every 
law which God could give muſt be totally 
and only ſpiritual. The more laws, there- 
fore, the more guilt. In this belpleſs ſtate, 
the ſlaves of fin and death, children of cor- 
ruption and-miſery, to whom muſt we have 
recourſe? Who is able and willing to deli- 
ver us from all the miſeries of time and 
eternity, into which we are plunged? Let 
-us hear what is related by our great phyſi- 
cian, in the next words of the parable : 
But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, 
came where he was: and when he ſaw 
„him. he had compaſſion on him, and went 
to him, and bound up his wounds, pour- 
ing in oil and wine, and ſet him on his 
*.own beaſt, and brought him to an inn, 
and took care of him,” Here now we 
have the method of man's redemption 
pointed out in a clear and exact manner 
under theſe parabolical images. The Sama» 
ritan who ſaw, pitied, and relieved the 
tia wounded 
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wounded traveller, is Jeſus Okriſt, ee 
our of the world. From the throne of his 
heavenly glory, where from all eternity he 
had ſat encircled with light and majeſty, 
even from that divine exaltation, did he 
Jook on the miſery of his creatures here on 
earth, and haſten” himſelf to help them. 
For he hath looked down from the height 
„of His ſanctuary: from heaven did the 
„Lord © behold the earth to bear the 
* groaning of the priſoners, to looſe thoſe 
that are appointed to death.“ Our mi- 
| fery was the effectual prayer that reached 
his merciful ears: the God of love could 
not ſee a world loſt, without determining 
to ſave it. When He ſaw us, He had com- 
paſſion on us. We know, that in the days 
of his incarnation, the miſery of man af- 
flicted- and grieved him to the ſoul. The 
death of Lazarus drew tears and pity from 
him: he could not ſee the defolation made 
by fin among the children of men without 
weeping and lamentation. To ſee His own 
divine workmanſhip ſo defaced, as by death 
fit. wan; thy ſee the image of His own 
Gadhead/ mangled and torn as it now 
appemed; to ſee the ſons of the morning, 
| and 
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and heirs of immortality, ſhut up in 
ſhades” of darkneſs, and fettered by 
chains of death: When He thus ſaw us, 
Hehad compaſſion on us, and came to us.“ 
He laid aſide the ſplendor of his divine na- 
ture, in which he had ſhone from all eter- 
nity; - and mercifully aſſumed the various 
weakneſſes of fleſh and blood, that he might 
deliver us from miſery, and exalt us to the 
right hand of God. Full of love and mercy 
he came down among us, performing the 
meaneſt offices for our recovery. This is 
aptly repreſented to us-in- theſe words of 
the parable ; He bound up 'his-wounds 


pouring in oil and wine: 1. tenderly 


adminiſtering all the means of comfort: and 

when the good Samaritan had this done, 
He then ſet the wounded traveller on his 
on beaſt, and brought him to an inn, 


** and took care of him. Behold now and 


ſee, if ever any:love was equal to this; with 
which the Lord our God had loved us! 
Not content to heal us by his mere word, 
he undergoeth all the difficulties fou, 
journey, and ſuffereth in our ſteadit Ae 
carriethi us ſafe to the place of! reftzwand 
walketh Himfelf beſide us) with weari aul 
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painful ſteps; guarding us from the various 
evils and temptations of human life, and 
comforting us with the divine : conſolation 
conduct us into the boſom of his church, 
the ſacred reſting place for the ſons of men. 
Here he taketh care of us, and ſupplyeth us 
with all things neceffary for our wretched 
condition upon earth. Here is his word to 
remove our ignorance, and to enlighten us 
with eternal truth. Here is à merciful 
Saviour, ready to hear our prayers, and to 
preſent them as our great High- Prieſt before 
the throne of our God, and to bring us 
back in return, greater bleſſings than we 
dared to aſk for. In this holy ſanctuary of 
bis church, is grace to help in every time 
of need. The ſpirit of God is ever ready to 
ſupport us in the hour of trial; to delivet᷑ us 
from evil; to keep us pure in proſperity; to 
ſupport us in adverſity; to comfort us in 
the hour of death; to glorify! us in the day 
of judgment. Thus univerſally does the good 
Samaritan take care of us. He guideth 
us here on earth with his counſel, and aftat 
that receiveth us into his glory in heaven. 


his next; words of the parable conclude the 
deſcription 
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deſcription of our Redeemer's goodneſs 4 
And on the morrow when be departed, 
«he ſaid unto the hoſt, take care of him: 
« and whatſoever thou ſpendeſt more, when 
« I come again, I will repay thee.” Thus 
does our Redeemer's goodneſs extend from 
age to age! Thus is he ever with us to the 
end of the world! Whatever we owe, and 
much it is indeed we owe to the God of 
heaven and earth, here repreſented by the. 
| hoſt; all this our Lord payeth, and thereby 
procureth us admiſſion into the church of 
God, His life he voluntarily gave for our's 
that was forfeited : the puniſhment that we 
ſhould have endured, he ſtept in, and bore 
in our ſtead. For all our after-tranſgreſ- 
fions, he, in the depth of his incomprehen- 
ſible mercy, maketh himſelf anſwerable. 
+ Whatſoever thou ſpendeſt more, ſaith he, 
« when 1 come again, I will repay thee.” 
| He here neo. himſelf with all our tranſ- 

greſſions, and thus ſheweth himſelf the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the ſins of 
the world. He willed not that we ſhould 
die for our iniquity, therefore he bore the 
ſhame, and endured the pain of the croſs. 
He e will EI the virtue of this all- ſufficient 
tas GILES: | death 
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death in our behalf, and thus will he repay, 
yea, and abundantly repay, for all the ini- 
quity of created beings. He hath no plea- 
ſure in the death of a ſinner, therefore he 
ſhall live. His hands formed him; his blood 
redeemed him; therefore he ſhall at laſt 
arrive at glory! How can we now ſuffici- 
ently adore the mercy deſcribed in this holy 
parable! We praiſe the author of our re- 
demption moſt acceptably, when we imitate 
with holy zeal, his divine example. It will 
but little profit you, to - contemplate the 
unbounded mercy of the bleſſed Jeſus, if 
your own hearts are not foftened, and ren- 
dered merciful as his. You muſt each of 
you meditate on all his goodneſs ; and you 
muſt all in your. ſeveral ſtations go and do 
kkewife. - Confider then, that we, on whom 
the Son;of God had mercy, were his ene- 
mies ànd blaſphemers; and let this teach 
you, that every private injury is to be totally 
forgotten, when your neighbour ſtandeth 
in need of your aſſiſtance. Though in 0; 
opinion, he deſerveth nothing at your hands; 
though he ſhould again and again have re- 
turned evil for good; yet by the unalterable 
laws of heaven, whoever wantethdeſerveth. 
| | Can 
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Can the chriſtian, who ſeeth his Saviour 
ſhowering down - bleſſings from day to day 
upon himſelf; who knoweth that thoſe 
bleſſings are not deſerved, who feeleth that 
they are not employed to the honqur of him 
who gave them ; can he make ingratitude a 
pretence for withholding farther favours, 
when he muſt himſelf daily ſolicit the God 
he hath daily offended, for bleſſings he hath 
daily. perverted? Ty exclude the ungrate- 
ful from your kindneſs, is to exclude your- 
ſelf from the mercy of heaven. Never 
enquire. then, after what they deſerve, but 
after what they want from you. If you 
have it in your power to relieve your enemy, 
the Almighty hath then appointed you the 
protector and comforter of your enemy. As 
you, unworthy of the divine care, are ſtill 
preſerved and bleſſed by it; ſo when you 
ſee your enemy ſtand in need of your afliſt- 
ance, then do you, like the faithful ſervant 
of an all- bleſſing God, go, and do likewiſe. 
And as you are not to deny bleſſings to your 
own enemies, ſo are you neither to refuſe 
them to thoſe, whom you may think the 
enemies of God. He is able and prepared 
to avenge his own cauſe, to ſupport his own 
Vol. I. U glory. 
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gldry: "He requireth not your prudente uo 
direct; nor your arm to execute. He alone 
is the judge of all His creatures; and He 
alone knoweth the degrees of our guilt, ant! | 
the due proportion of our puniſhment; 
Like \ your great example, the goood Sama: 


2 rſtan, who diſregarded all the religious dif.” 


ferencts between himſelf and' the ſuffering” 
Jew, 10 do you never permit any diſtinctions 


in religion, to leſſen your love, or to check 


C1) 


your charity towards any of the creatures of 


God. Who made you a judge over theminds 
and opinions of your fellow- creatures? To 
their own maſter they ſtand or fall; and you 


10 * 


will never be puniſhed here or hereafter; 


becauſe | another hath rejected the truth 
which you embraced. Beſides, who hath | 
made you the ſtandard of. truth? What 
evidence do you give, that all 0pinibhs 
ihopld yield to your's? How know you but 

you' may be fondly contending for fone . 
favourite error, when you imagine yourſelf 
t e laudable-; advocate of truth? He thit 
beſt knoweth the limits and extent of the 
mind of man, will be moſt wary and cau- 
tious, even in ſupporting his beſt grounded 


ä We have ſeen, and 40 ſtill ſee, 
ſo 
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ſo many wild conceits obſtinately embraced 
even by the beſt underſtandings, that we are 
now well aware, that human wiſdom is no 
ſecurity. againſt the moſt extrayagant.errgr,. 
and that the moſt obſtinate bigotry is ng 
proof of truth. What appeareth to yu; 
then as, true, embrace; but do not bring ſo 
much unmerited diſgrace on the goſpel of, | 
peace, as to hate and perſecute another,, 
becauſe he ſeeth not as you ſee. Be the 
religion of your neighbour what it may, do 
you relieve him, as far as you poſſibly can, 
inf all his wants. If his faith be wrong, let 
your practice be right. A thouſand things 
may much extenuate his guilt in believing 
amiſs, but very little can be ſaid in wehe 
caſe, for your acting amiſs. In every cir- 
cumſtance then only aſk, whether your 
neighbour wants your help: never enquire 
Whether he be of the church of Rome or 
England; whether he is of this, or that 
denomination of chriſtians. If he is miſe; 
ahle, whatever elſe he is, fly od, here 
for that is the bleſſed work of the God W 0 
dwelleth above. This it much concérheth 
vou of this congregation to attend to; as 
Your fituation among the various jarfing 
r INIT e Pa = / "Ol Fes 
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ſets of chriſtians: requireth your particular 
care, that you offend not in this important 
peint. Your buſineſs is to do good to all, 
and doubt not but the Almighty, whoſe 
inviolable province it is, will without your 
afſiſtance, know how to puniſh, not to tri- 
umph over helpleſs miſery, but for that 
bleſſed end, to remove the errors of his 
creatures. 

And as you have in the great example of 
your Lord directions whom to help, ſo have 
you alfo how you are to help them, A 
chriſtian is not to do good to others with a 
view to his own advantage. He is not to 
' ſhut up his benevolence, within the fcanty 
limits of ſelf. He is not to dwell on his 
own profit, but on others neceſſities: con- 
template, as you ought, the pure difin- 
tereſted love of your Redeemer; ſee him 
conducting every event to that one great 
end, the happineſs and glorification of all 
. his creatures viſible and invifible; and 
then as far as man can imitate God, «« Go 


ve and do thou likewife.” 
f 2 10 25 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


